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Suffragettes are making life a weary burden for 
the bachelor Governor of Oklahoma. 





Apparently Germany is going to try to spring a 
leak in every ship on every ocean in the world. 





People who got along and saved a little money 
on a 40-cent oil market are now wondering how 
they did it. 





It took The Texas Company 10 years to get State 
permission to buy the Producers Oil Company, but 
it finally got it. 





Old Man Zero is a more powerful factor in cur- 
tailing the supply of crude oil than all other influ- 
ences combined. 





Maybe the English sparrow on Secretary Lan- 
sing’s window was responsible for that famous 
Washington “leak.” 





Boarders on some of the Oklahoma leases say 
that the eggs served are old enough to bring high 
prices as family relics. 





Some of the people who have been wishing the 
loudest for war are the first to shiver at the bare 
possibility of such a thing. 





Refineries in the Mid-Continent field are situated 
sufficiently far inland to prevent any possible fear 
of destruction by an invading force. 





Now that the European market has been defin- 
itely closed to all exportation of the real article, 
Missouri “meerschaums” will be decidedly popular. 





From the thousands of miles of main trunk line 
pipe laying planned for this year, it bids fair to be 
the banner year in that department of the oil in- 
dustry. 





Whatever may be the doubt as to who caused the 
leaks at Washington, the question of who caused 
the leaks in the interned German ships is not at all 
in doubt. 





Legislators in Kansas figure that if they do not 
get the confiscatory tax rate out of the oil producers 
this year the producers may not be there next year 
to pay it. 7 





In an Oklahoma court, a driller on trial for as- 
Sault, when asked what he did to his opponent, said 
casually: “I just hogtied him with the bull rope 
and left him.” 


Throughout the Southwestern country it is a WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE FIELDS. 
lucky oil producer who can read his title clear to 
continued and uninterrupted possession of his most 


valuable leases. 





During the week ending February 3, cold weather, 
lack of water and shortage of drilling supplies con- 
siderably retarded operations in the various fields. 
In Oklahoma and Kansas there has been but little 
rain during the past six months and the question 
of water for boilers is becoming paramount. The 
wildcat test at Billings, Okla., may be opened later 
in the present week. Some time ago the hole was 


A Kansas statesman describes the members of | pumped full of mud to shut off the flow of oil until 


the Legislature as a “bunch of Mutts,” which is a tankage could be placed. It is freely predicted that 


severe reflection on a very popular character in the| the well will start at a 500-barrel gait when the 
humorous supplements. |hole is cleared. Surrounding territory is all under 
precex and if the initial well proves as good as at 
present indicated, Billings will quickly take the lead 

. : |of Oklahoma pools in point of development. The 
sage of the German Government to the United | discovery well at Garber, Garfield County, is still 


States did not act in the nature of oil on the | producing 58 barrels daily and a number of other 


troubled waters of diplomacy. | tests are due for completion. Several have missed 
| the 1,100-foot sand and are being drilled deeper. 

Producers generally expect that one effect of the) The largest completion in the Shamrock pool start- 
latest development of the European war situation | ed at 750 barrels daily and the best one in Tulsa 
will be to keep the crude market at its present level | County gauged 300 barrels during the first 24 hours. 
until the atmosphere is cleared. | Since the Wallace & Mason well at Potwin, Butler 
|County, Kansas, was drilled deeper and failed to 

Most of the States in the West do not want to|respond with the anticipated increase in produc- 
do anything to the pipe lines but just take them| tion, interest in that locality has waned. The Wal- 
and turn them over to a commission or board for | lace & Mason well is said to be a 75-barrel producer. 
safe keeping and proper regulation. |In western Butler County, a wildcat test drilling in 
| Section 7-26-3 is attracting considerable attention. 

Some oil companies have found that it is cheaper | A 300-barrel producer was reported in the El Dorado 
to retain a certain class of attorneys than to leave | Pool. At Augusta, the McMan Oil Company had a 
them free to bring all sorts of annoying sandbag-| Showing for a 200-barrel well at 2,140 feet, but is 


ging suits attacking titles and preventing transfers | rilling deeper. This is in Section 35-27-4. 
of property. | In the Electra pool of the Texas Panhandle field, 


|a 95-barrel well was completed in the 1,940-foot 
Four whole weeks of the Oklahoma Legislature | 8224. Six productive wells and one duster were 
have gone by and not a single bill has been intro- | Teported in the Burkburnett pool. The largest was 
duced for the State ownership of pipe lines or for| #,2-barrel well. On the Binney land, northwest of 
the construction and operation of an oil refinery | 5'"@wn, Palo Pinto County, * good showing of oil 
by the State. | Was found at 1,793 feet, below a prolific gas streak. 

|The deep test on the Chestnut ranch, which was 
| shut down on top of a sand found at 4,220 feet, has 
}some high gravity oil in the hole. 

Efforts are still being made to re-set strainer in 
the well in the Sour Lake pool, of the Gulf Coast 
field, which came in 10 days ago and flowed wild 
'for several hours before choking up with sand. 
Wildcat work continues in territory adjacent to the 
Coastal field. The latest well to attract attention 
is locafed in Iberia Parish, La., which looks like a 
pumper at 1,200 feet. 

A 5,000,000-foot gasser located eight miles east of 
production in the Caddo pool, and within one and 
one-half miles of an old well that produced 41-grav- 
ity oil, is considered important as indicating an ex- 
tension. The prospects of a pool in the eastern 
portion of Elm Grove district, Bossier Parish, has 
added to operations in that locality. 

A wildcat well at Glen Mary, Tenn., is attracting 
the attention of Central West operators. Recently 


American Mining Congress to meet in 1918 in Tulsa! it was pumped for 24 hours and produced 250 bar- 


: rels. This test appears to indicate a new pool. The 
ought to be accepted by all means if the members | 3 . ee ae 
desire to visit collectively the greatest oil center Cumberland Pipe Line Company will soon lay an 


: Py other 4-inch line to the Irvine pool, in Estill County, 
in the United States, which means the world. Ky., giving the company a transportation capacity 
of 15,000 barrels daily. The latest well at Station 
Camp, Estill County, is reported good for 500 bar- 
rels at a depth of 100 feet. This is the most pro- 
lific shallow territory yet found in Kentucky. 

But little of interest characterized the Eastern 
fields. Zero weather and lack of proven territory 
combine to hold back drilling. The wildcatters are 
planning for a strenuous campaign with the coming 
of spring and much hitherto untouched territory 
will be tested. 





As Germany has not been getting much American 
oil for the past year, its withdrawal or expulsion 
from the market will not cut very much figure in 
the making of prices, 











It can be authoritatively stated that the last mes-| 

















Having shut off the possibility of obtaining a 
supply of petrol through Denmark, Holland or 
Sweden, the German emperor will now have to find | 
a substitute for petrol to make his automobile run 
or try it afoot. 





Like the water lines on the leases, the Tulsa 
street railroad froze up during the blizzard, and its 
service was so poor that a one-legged man with a 
crutch could outfoot the cars from one end of the 
line to the other. 





Everywhere the get-rich-quick artist gets the 
smile while the legitimate oil producer who is 
grubbing his fingers off trying to do something for 
himself and other people as well, gets the frosty 
hand in many places. 





The invitation to the petroleum section of the 





There is a merry row going on as to who were 
and who were not the real bandits in early South- 
western days. Whatever the decision may be, the 
railroads, express companies and banks know that 
somebody feloniously connected with large sums 
of their money. 





From the way the casinghead gasoline manufac- 
turers are going ahead, the old-line refiners will 
have to look to their laurels or be superseded at the 
top of the list of gasoline producers. Already in 
Oklahoma the output of casinghead gasoline is 
said to be more than 5,000,000 gallons a month and 
the end is still far from sight. 





MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





The apparent, estimated production of the fields 
of the Mid-Continent at the close of the past week 
was as follows: Caddo, 27,000 barrels; Electra, 
25,500 barrels; Corsicana light and Thrall, 1,000 
barrels; Kansas, 70,500 barrels; Oklahoma, outside 
of Cushing and Shamrock, 116,000 barrels; Cush- 
ing and Shamrock, 85,100 barrels; Healdton, 60,000 
barrels; total, 385,100 barrels. 

The estimated daily production of heavy-gravity 
oil in the Gulf Coast field was 64,350 barrels; Corsi- 





Legislatures in California, Colorado and Wyoming 
have unanimously’ passed resolutions condemning 
Secretary Daniels of the Navy and the Attorney 
General for their attempt to take possession of 
valuable oil lands on the Pacific Coast. But neither 
the Attorney General nor the Secretary of the 
Navy appear to be paying the slightest attention 
to a little thing like a joint resolution of a Legis- 








lature. cana heavy, 500 barrels. 
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VARIETY OF OPINION AS TO OSAGE. 





While nine out of ten men engaged in the pro- 
ducing of oil in Oklahoma are of one mind that the 
Osage Reservation should be opened for lease and 
development, no two of them can agree as to the 
conditions which should attend the opening. There 
is a considerable faction or division which believes 
that the lands should be immediately placed on the 
market on the competitive basis and that the 4,800- 
acre restriction should be rigidly adhered to. It 
is contended that this would give “the small pro- 
ducer” a chance to get more territory, as the big 
companies are loaded now with all of the acreage 
they are permitted to hold. Another division of 
producers argues that the 4,800-acre regulation 
should be so modified that persons not holding or 
owning a controlling interest in corporations al- 
ready operating in the Osage should be allowed to 
bid—in other words, that the interlocking stock- 
holders’ feature should be eliminated. And there 
is still another class which believes that the entire 
unleased portion of the reservation should be 
thrown on the market, “the bridles taken off and 
everybody let in who wants in.” 

With these divergences of opinion, some of them 
irreconcilable and nearly all of them hard-and-fast 
convictions, prevailing among the oil men, the em- 
barrassment of the Secretary of the Interior, who 
must finally decide the matter, can be appreciated. 
So far as the Indians are concerned, their position 
is that they want to get all the money they can for 
the land and they want it now. If the people who 
are on the ground and who have first-hand informa- 
tion as to conditions can not agree on terms for 
opening the Osage lands, how can the Secretary of 
the Interior, a thousand miles away, be expected 
to arrive at a conclusion which would please every- 
body and be fair alike to the Indian and the oil 
ment. It is to be regretted that oil men and In- 
dians, in their criticisms of the Department, have 
not taken into consideration the handicaps they 
themselves have placed upon departmental action 
by their inability to get together on a rational plan 
which can be easily enforced and which will be 
entirely satisfactory all around. Secretary Lane 
has spent more time and has given closer attention 
to the Osage problem than any previous incumbent 
of the office, but at the end of four years he frankly 
confesses his failure to produce harmonious under- 
standing between all parties to the controversy and 
shows a strong inclination not to further interest 
himself in the matter at all. 

There have recently been several conferences 
held with an idea of trying to arrive at some basis 
of agreement, but all of them were futile. They 
all ended just where they began, because each and 
every man entered the door with the fixed purpose 
of having his way or throwing a wrench into the 

ear. 

‘ It is believed that the Secretary of the Interior 
is not so averse to the opening of the Osage lands, 
as some persons would have the public believe. 
The Secretary is, however, according to the best 
information, averse to opening the lands and having 
a squabble on his hands for another four years in 
case he should be reappointed to his present Cabi- 
net position. What the Secretary really wants and 
what he is going to have if he has to stick it out all 
summer, is some agreement between the oil and 
gas producers and the Indians which will permit 
the opening of the 800,000 acres and more of Osage 
lands so that everybody will have a square deal and 
everybody will be satisfied. This sounds rather 
Utopian, but the Secretary is considerable of a be- 
liever in some Utopian ideas. 





AS TO GASOLINE STANDARDS. 





The purpose of making a standard for gasoline 
as used by automobiles and in gas engines will 
probably crystalize into action being taken by the 
Government, says the Oil City Derrick. If this is 
not done, the States will probably take up the ques- 
tion. As between the two it would be preferable 
that the Government should make a standard. It 
would probably be fairer to the industry than if the 
States should pass laws, each one differing in its 
provisions, as would be likely. 

Much of the complaint of poor gasoline arises 
from ignorance in handling it on the part of drivers 
of cars. They call for something that will start the 
ear when the button is pressed, under all conditions 
of temperature, faulty carburetors or weak electric 
spark. They need something “fool proof,” that will 
do the work without attention on their part. One 
of the persons in attendance at the meeting in 
Washington last week illustrated this point, when 
he said the weather affected the number of com- 
plaints. When it was very cold the drivers com- 
plained of poor gasoline, and as the temperature 
moderated the complaints lessened, and in warm 
weather ceased altogether. How is a standard to 





be made that varies with whims and weather? 

The fact is that local conditions affect the value 
of gasoline. The warm, muggy temperature of one 
locality requires a little variation in gravity and 
end point of gasoline, from that which does the 
best work in cooler regions. Years ago it was noted 
that an engine of an auto worked better on certain 
days and in certain hours of the day than in others, 
and the difference was attributed to the effect of 
the atmosphere and not to the quality of the gaso- 
line. This is correct. An engine that at noon will 
develop 20 horsepower in moderate temperature 
will increase its rated horsepower 25% in the moist 
evening, and even exceed this if it chances to be 
run in a valley where the fog has settled. No 
wonder the members of the Bureau of Mines and 
Bureau of Standards begin to realize that the stand- 
ardization of gasoline is a problem. 

Should the plan be carried out, it will result in 
higher prices. The standard grade will be rated 
at a certain fixed price, and below this will be vari- 
ous grades of different gravities and varying values 
and also special brands. They will probably not be 
sold as gasoline. They will be known as “Smith’s 
Best,” “High Kick,” “Chauffeur’s Friend” or other 
enticing brands and will sell at prices which result 
in a profit. There can be no law passed to prevent 
a driver using kerosene, crude petroleum or gaso- 
line of any gravity or end point that happens to 
suit his needs and does the work. The latter desid- 
eratum is the only test. Ifa driver is familiar with 
the gravity and end point of the gasoline that suits 
his engine best and out of which he can get the 
best results, he will desire to continue in the use 
of it, regardless of what standard the Government 
may set for the article. As to the driver whose 
knowledge does not extend beyond pressing a but- 
ton or pulling a lever, no Government standard will 
help him out of his difficulties. 

- The only result will be that each garage or dealer 
in supplying automobiles will be obliged to have 
all manner of brands on hand, and prices will vary 
according to the whims of the consumers. 





OIL 1S SUPPLANTING COAL. 





Oil is fast supplanting coal as fuel in manufac- 
turing establishments in many sections of the coun- 
try because of its greater economy, says an Eastern 
writer. The high price of coal and the failure of 
natural gas supply has increased demand for fuel 
oil to the largest extent ever known, and as a result 
the price of fuel oil has doubled in the last several 
weeks. The present price of 8 cents a gallon at 
Pennsylvania refineries compares with less than 4 
cents about two months ago. 

The rapid development of the use of fuel oil in 
manufacturing plants is the feature of the oil in- 
dustry at present, outside of gasoline. At present 
prices fuel oil is becoming more valuable to the 
refiner than kerosene, once the backbone of the oil- 
refining business. Kerosene today is selling for 
1% and 2 cents a gallon in Oklahoma, and it is a 
glut on the market. 

The use of oil as fuel in ships has been pretty 
well established as superior to coal.. Roughly, three 
barrels of oil will do the work of one ton of coal, 
so the choice of either is largely a matter of price. 
In addition there are small economies of operation 
when oil is used, such as a day saved in port, larger 
cargo space and elimination of stoking charges. 

Much progress is being made by railroad com- 
panies with oil-burning engines. With some of the 
larger systems which have an oil supply of their 
own, notably the Southern Pacific, satisfactory re- 
sults are being obtained. A ton of coal and a ton 
of fuel oil cost the Southern Pacific practically the 
same, but it gets almost three miles more out of 
a ton of fuel oil than out of a ton of coal. A ton 
of fuel oil costs the Union Pacific about one-third 
more than a ton of coal, but the road gets almost 
double the mileage out of oil. 

The following table shows the comparative costs 
and results with coal and oil on the Union Pacific 
and Southern Pacific roads for the year ended June 
30 last: 

Union Southern 


Pacific. Pacific. 
Average cost per ton of coal............ $1.93 $2.66 
Aver. cost per ton of fuel oil (168 gals.) $2.94 $2.64 
Average cost per ton of coal and fuel oil $1.95 $2.64 
Average cost per cord of wood.......... $1.77 $1.76 
Miles run to a ton of coal............-.. 10.77 11.48 
Miles run to a ton of fuel............... 20.30 14.79 
Miles run to a ton of coal and fuel os 11.05 


Miles run to a pint of lubricating oil. 14.56 
Miles run to a pound of waste.......... "212.03 115.38 

The Southern Pacific’s gross tons, ton miles (passen- 
ger) moved per pound of fuel is 5.16, and freight is 5.93. 





One of the big barges of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, carrying refined oil from the Baton Rouge 
refinery to New Orleans, went aground on a sand- 
bar near Bonnett Carre Pointe and for a while was 
thought to be a loss. She was finally gotten off, 


AMENDMENT TO PIPE-LINE BILL. 





In the Indian appropriation bill, as reported to 
the Senate in the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
the provision placed in the bill by the House to 
enable the quick construction of pipe lines across 
Indian lands, an amendment has been made which 
would allow the Secretary of the Interior to grant 
seni permits for the construction of such 
ines. 

The original language of the bill permitted such 
permissions by the Secretary of the Interior only 
after maps giving the definite locations of the pipe 
lines had been filed. This would naturally cause 
much delay at times when it might be necessary 
for quick action to prevent large waste of oil. This 
was recognized by the Senate committee, and the 
amendment proposes to allow the matter to rest 
with the Secretary, but to make the temporary per. 
mits revocable at discretion unless the lines com- 
ply with the regulations as soon as possible. At 
the same time the bill protects the owner of the 
a and provides for adjustment of damages 
ater. 





LETTING THE SCHEMERS ALONE. 





While the political organs and some of the politi- 
cal leaders in Oklahoma are attempting to make 
the oil industry pay all of the expenses of the State 
Government, and while the papers are giving col- 
umns and the orators are spending hours berating 
legitimate oil producers for alleged attempts to 
dodge their proper proportion of taxes, the get-rich- 
quick schemers are thriving as they never thrived 
before. In Oklahoma City there is one company 
capitalized at $61,000,000 which owns a lease on 61 
acres of land in “the shallow-sand pool,” it does 
not say where; another company which is said to 
be “financed exclusively by women,” it does not 
say which women; another which, it is announced, 
is exclusively officered by negroes and therefore 
entitled to all of the money belonging to the negro 
race in Oklahoma. In Collinsville there is a com- 
pany which advertises that it has a perpetual grant 
for natural gas to supply the city of Collinsville, 
without ever saying what the population and daily 
consumption of Collinsville are, or what the income 
from the gas sold is. This company a short while 
ago advertised that it had more than a hundred 
barrels dails production, when the records of the 
State Auditor’s office at Oklahoma City showed that 
the officials had made affidavit that the company 
had far less than that amount. Then there is an- 
other corporation which advertises in Oklahoma 
and throughout the North and East that “the State 
of Oklahoma has segregated its oil and gas lands 
and has leased them to this company for develop- 
ment. These lands were selected by the State Geol- 
ogist, etc.” Further along it is stated that the State 
is a partner in the profits of the concern. The last 
one for mention advertises that it has one well, is 
drilling two more and if not successful in the two 
now drilling will give you the money back if you 
are not pleased. 

These sharpers are permitted to carry on their 
business openly—in fact, brazenly—and not only 
are their advertisements accepted by most of the 
papers in Oklahoma, but there are long disserta- 
tions on the values of the holdings and the cer- 
tainty of returns for the stockholders, thus helping 
the skin games along. It has been stated, with 
color of authority, that many of the politicians are 
interested in the success of these get-rich-quick 
concerns. Be that as it may, it is certain that no 
effort has been made to stop their operations and 
protect the public. The Legislature is in session. 
The members of both houses, most of them, can 
read the papers, and they have not said a word 
against the open attempt to rob the people of the 
country of their savings. Kansas and all the ad- 
joining States have passed “blue sky laws,” but tie 
voice of Oklahoma is silent. 





ROW BETWEEN REGULATORS. 





As was expected, the proposition to create a Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission in Texas and give it juris- 
diction over all pipe lines, both oil and gas, has 
aroused opposition from the Railroad Commission 
and its friends, with the result that the temperature 
may be defeated. But at the same time the advo- 
cates of the Public Utilities Commission are not 
so weak but that they threaten to weaken the Rail- 
road. Commission if that board gets too busy, by 
taking away from it the power of making rates, and 
when that is done the entire commission might as 
well be abolished. It is being proven again in 
Texas, as it has in every other State, that a good 
deal of the patriojic fervor about making corpora’ 
tions pay their honest dues to the States, is in- 
spired more by a deisre to get connected with the 





with damage of several thousand dollars. 


payroll than by motives of public virtue. 
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THEIR WORK WAS ALL IN VAIN. 





After spending three weeks at Oklahoma City 
trying to educate the members of the Legislature 
to the iniquities of the 3% gross production tax, the 
delegation of oil producers was finally informed 
that no matter what the Legislature did the Gov- 
ernor was firmly of the opinion that no change 
should be made in the law. So that the great part 
of the work which has been going on has been done 
in vain. On the other hand, the radical members 
of the Legislature, ignoring the Governor’s emphatic 
refusal to consent to changes in the law, have intro- 
duced two resolutions raising the rate of the gross 
production—one fixing the rate at 4% and another 
making it 5%. Unless the Governor should change 
his mind, which is improbable, there will be no oil. 
tax legislation at this session of the Legislature, 
as the Governor is the titular and real head of the 
organization which controls both houses of the Leg- 
islature. 


NEW EXPORT RECORD IN 1916. 








The expectation that the exports of petroleum and 
iis products in 1916 would make a new annual rec- 
ord is fully justified by the figures as reported in 
the preliminary statement of the Department of 
Commerce. The exports of mineral oils for 1916 
were 2,583,037,822 gallons as against. 2,309,760,792 
gallons in 1915, showing a gain of over 170,000,000 
gallons. The values also made a new record, as 
that for 1916 was $199,530,471; for 1915 the amount 
was $141,004,663; in 1914 it was $133,381,994, and 
in 1913 reached $147,174,164. Thus the increase of 
values in 1916 over 1915 was $58,625,808, or 40%. 
Another notable feature of the report is that petro- 
leum is the only group of exports to show a large 
increase, with the single exception of meat and 
dairy products. Fewer breadstuffs and fewer cot- 
ton products were exported than in 1915, while pe- 
troleum made a great stride. 

Each grade of petroleum shared in the increase. 
Crude shipments made a gain of 14,000,000 gallons 
and more than 50% increase in value. Illuminating 
oil exports gained 17,000,000 gallons and the added 
value was over $6,000,000. Lubricating’ oil was ex: 
ported to the amount of 21,000,000 gallons more than 
in the previous year, with an aggregate increase in 
value of $10,600,000. The exports of gasoline were 
a feature of the business for 1916, the gain being 
nearly 76,000,900 gallons and $34,500,000 in value. 
This increase of value was 100% over 1915 exports. 
Residuum and fuel oil showed a gain of 145,000,000 
gallons and $5,000,000 in value. 

During December the exports of all petroleum 
grades aggregated 214,511,905 gallons, as against 
184,712,183 gallons in December of the previous 
year. The value for the December exports showed 
a gain of nearly $3,000,000 over that of the same 
month in 1915. The larger gains for the last month 
of 1916 were in illuminating oil, gasoline and resi- 
duum and fuel oil. Lubricating oil showed a slight 
decrease in quantity but an increase in value. The 
effect of higher prices is noted in the larger figures 
which represent the values of each grade in the 
exports. 





KEROSENE AS MOTOR FUEL. 





The oil men who attended the hearing in Wash- 
ington to determine the advisability of forming a 
gasoline Standard evidently were impressed with 
the possibility of making kerosene a substitute in 
running engines of all kinds now operated by the 
lighter fluid. Carburetors were shown which used 
the heavier article, and the engine started without 
the use of gasoline. Good reports were also re- 
ceived of the practical utility of kerosene in mile- 
age and development of horsepower, says the Oil 
City Derrick. 

It is evident that the day.is near when kerosene 
will be as commonly used in engines of motor cars 
and tractors as is gasoline at present. The search 
for another substitute than that of some petroleum 
product has been an utter failure. It began with 
the high price of gasoline some four years ago and 
has been continued ever since. Various sugges- 
tions have been made and numerous times it has 
been reported that a substitute had been found 
which would furnish cars with cheap fuel and drive 
gasoline out of business. The public will recall 
that English inventors were sure a few years ago 
that they could substitute benzol for the American 
article, but they never carried the demonstration 
beyond a few cars, because the article was too 
scarce and too costly. An American inventor drove 
cars around the race track in Indianapolis for sev- 
eral weeks with a fluid that could be produced at 
the small cost of five cents a gallon. It was a fail- 
ure in the end. Last year a Long Island chemist 
had a green fluid which, added to water procured 
at any pump or creek, promised relief from high- 





priced gasoline. He drove cars with it, or with 
something, and even deceived’ several noted in- 
ventors. The green fluid suddenly disappeared from 
public prints, and the auto owners waited for some 
other inspired article. 

Meantime inventors were turning their attention 
to the use of the cheaper kerosene as a substitute. 
The Derrick a year ago reported instances where 
engines were being run with kerosene, by the intro- 
duction of small amounts of water in the cylinders. 
This has been practically demonstrated in a factory 
in Allegany County, New York. Two years ago, 
also, a car crossed the Continent with no other mo- 
tive power than kerosene. A few months ago a 
car was taken from Warren, Pa., to New York, over 
heavy roads and through bad weather and with no 
other fluid than was obtained from the kerosene 
supplies of the stores along the route. At the 
Washington conference an engine was also shown 
which had covered the distance from New York 
to the Capital City with the same fluid and without 
the use of gasoline as a starter. 

These facts prove the possibility of the use of 
the heavier article for autos and other engines. It 
is now recognized that only slight changes are need- 
ed in the carburetor to make the use of kerosene 
as common as that of gasoline. This is also proven 
by the fact that much of the gasoline now used is 
practically the same gravity as the lighter grades 
of kerosene of past years. The gravity of gasoline 
has been gradually lowered to meet the demand for 
more motive power for automobiles, aeroplanes and 
motor boats, and the engines built at present handle 
it freely. Necessity has brought this about, and 
with the awakened interest in the use of the heavier 
article the demand will be met. 





THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC CASE. 





Witnesses in Washington and New York, former 
Southern Pacific officials, testified that after the 
railroad patented the lands in California which the 
Government is now claiming, it sold them to disin- 
terested prospectors at low prices in order to secure 
the development of the lands. More than half of 
the entire grant was sold in this way. The testi. 
mony of everybody was to the effect that at the 
time of the purchase of the lands neither the rail- 
road nor the subsequent purchasers were aware of 
the presence of oil on them. It is contended that 
it is monstrously unjust for the government to 
confiscate the lands now that oil has been discov- 
ered and its value developed and rob the holders of 
the fruits of,/their toil. 





THE WORLD DEMANDS OIL. 





While the present period is sometimes referred 
to as the “Age of Metal,” it is equally the age of 
oil, says the Denver Mining Record. There seem- 
ingly has been a mad but unsuccessful scramble to 
exploit completely the metalliferous and oil re- 
sources of the United States. Never in the history 
of the country has there been such feverish activity 
in the mines and in the oil fields; and it is well 
for the world that these sources of supply are so 
prolific. 

Crude oil, on the basis of supply and demand, 
has attained record prices, the result being ab- 
normal earnings by all producing companies, but 
especially by those of the larger corporations that 
not only own vast areas of oil lands bearing some 
of the largest gushers exant, but which also have 
billions of barrels of the product in storage, bought 
or produced at much lower prices than those now 
prevailing. 

On Dec. 31 just passed the total oil stored in the 
Eastern and Mid-Continent fields amounted to ap- 
proximately 94,500,000 barrels, and of this immense 
hoard only a little more than 3,000,000 barrels were 
stored in the Pennsylvania field. 

Late figures show that the daily yielding of the 
Cushing and Shamrock pools is about 81,000 barrels. 
while less than two years ago Cushing alone was 
producng at the rate of 300,000 barrels a day. 
This important decrease, coupled with the growing 
paucity of the Eastern fields, has had its due effect 
in keeping production at a lower ebb than demand 
warrants. Such conditions further have caused a 
rush of developers to Wyoming, whose rich oil res- 
ervoirs have barely been sampled, as only about 3% 
of the State’s oil resources are believed to have 
been exhausted. Montana, also, has a _ splendid 
supply of oil. : 

‘Not being “asleep at the switch,” the big Eastern 
and Mid-Continent producers have largely augment- 
ed their holdings in these two States and occupy 
strategic positions. They apparently dominate the 
Wyoming situation, but there are numerous inde- 
pendent companies that may become competitors 
when their holdings are drilled in the spring, oper- 
ations now being held back by wintry weather. 





TULSA’S SPLENDID SHOWING. 





The growth of Tulsa has been the cause of won- 
der throughout the United States for the past eight 
years. Each month’s showing has always been bet- 
ter than the previous month and each year’s total 
has always surprised even the most optimistic of 
her own inhabitants. Although the basis of Tulsa 
prosperity always has been, and is, the oil and gas 
industry, it is significant that during the days when 
oil was at the lowest price ever recorded in the 
Mid-Continent field, or in the United States for that 
matter, the tide of progress was not stayed for a 
day. Perhaps the most remarkable feature of the 
Tulsa situation is found in the statement that there 
has not been a single business failure where the 
liabilities totalled $15,000 in the history of the town 
since statehood. This can not be said of any other 
city in the United States with similar population. 

In nine years Tulsa has grown from a straggling 
country town of 7,800 people to a city of more than 
48,000 people, the figures in both instances being 
of the United States Census Bureau. On a police 
and city directory census the population of Tulsa 
is asserted by the Chamber of Commerce to be at 
least 55,000 persons. Bank deposits in Tulsa have 
grown in eight years from $100,000 to $42,000,000. 
Assessable values have grown from a small $4,000,- 
000 to more than $40,000,000. Building permits, 
eight years ago, were thought to be large if they 
ran as high as $50,000 per month. The total for 
January, 1917, was just $1,000,060, to give the exact 
figures. And it is confidently stated that the plans 
for buildings now being drawn for which sites have 
been purchased will bring the February total to at 
least $1,250,000. 

These statistics give the negative strongly to the 
reports sent out by prejudiced persons that the 
growth of Tulsa is of the mushroom order and 
therefore of short duration, that it was a sort of 
get-rich-quick town which would last a few monihs 
and then sink back into the country-town class. A 
visit to Tulsa is all that is necessary to convince 
even the most sceptical of the soundness of the 
prosperity of the city and of the enduring quality 
of the foundations upon which her growth rests. 





WILL ALCOHOL SUPERSEDE GASOLINE? 





Henry Ford has declared that he is going to con- 
vert all of the breweries in the State of Michigan, 
which recently went “dry,” into distilleries to fur- 
nish alcohol to run the automobiles of the country. 
This declaration has been generally and generously 
commented on all over the country, the general 
impression being that Mr. Ford had something up 
his sleeve in the nature of a perfected process 
whereby gasoline could be dispensed with as a driv- 
ing power for automobiles. By some it is consid- 
ered that at the last Mr. Ford intended to convey 
the impression that, unless there is some method 
discovered for the guarantee of a sufficient supply 
of automobile fuel, there will be a return to the 
days of the steam-driven motor car. 

Many outomobile owners and chauffeurs contend 
that the steam car, after the steam has been gen- 
erated, is without doubt the most flexible mechani- 
cal servant which the automobile driver can employ. 

There have been difficulties in the past; one, the 
necessity for frequent refilling of the water-tank, 
and a lack of a condensing system; second, the pos- 
sibility of running out of water where frequent fill- 
ing of the tank was required; third, the need for 
constant watchfulness in order to avoid low water 
in the boiler, or an air-bound pump, and fourthly, 
the inconvenience of getting up steam before start- 
ing out. 

Recently, however, it is stated that an automo- 
bile has been manufactured and is being placed 
on the market requiring but a very small amount of 
oil, not gasoline, to cover great mileage; also a 
system of condensation which makes necessary only 
infrequent filling of the water-tank, only after run- 
ning many, many miles. If this car should prove 
the success that its maker and others claim for it, 
it is more than likely, with the high cost of gaso- 
line and other causes, the steam car will come into 
its own again. 





TULSA SHOULD BE MEETING PLACE. 





The geologists of Tulsa, ana there are anumber 
of them, have perfected an o1zanization the first 
purpose of which is to secure the next annual meet- 
ing of the petroleum section of the American Insti- 
tute of Mining Engineers, which meets in St. Louis 
in September. It is contended that Tulsa is the 
commercial and financial center of the greatest oil 
field in the world and that it has never yet been 
honored by a meeting of national importance. The 
Tulsa delegation is going backed by a delegation 
of the Chamber of Commerce, an invitation from 
the City Commission and other public bodies. 
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MEN KNOWN IN OILDOM 








P. H. FREEL 


Patrick H. Freel was born in Armstrong County, 
Pennsylvania, and ever since has lived in regions 
where oil was produced. He was a small lad when 
his parents settled in Donegal Township, Butler 
County, Pennsylvania, and there he grew to man- 
hood. His first work in the oil fields was done 
when he made himself useful around a well at 
Brady’s Bend. He acquired the knack of dressing 
tools, drilling and pumping, and then he tackled 
the pipe-line end of the business. After working 
for some time in the Butler-Armstrong district, he 
followed the crowd to Bradford, Pa., and was there 
employed on wells by the American Oil Company. 

In 1879 Mr. Freel began pipe-line work and was 
an employe of the old United Pipe Line Company. 
Later this concern became a part of the National 
Transit system and he continued to attend to gaug- 
ing and other duties for that company. He was 
located in Lafayette Township, McKean County, 
Pennsylvania, a long time, and was then transferred 
to Olean and gauged the production of Chipmonk 
wells. 

He always had an ambition to be an oil operator 
and about 20 years ago became interested in pro- 
ducing properties. Subsequently he and his broth- 
ers-in-law, Norris and Charles O’Neill (the former 
widely known as a baseball magnate of California 
and elsewhere; the latter a Washington “bureau- 
crat), purchased leases in McKean County. In this 
undertaking they were very successful, and Mr. 
Freel soon became a prosperous oil man, amassing 
a considerable fortune. He quit the pipe-line serv- 
ice after he had made his big showing as a pro- 
ducer, and for a number of years has devoted him- 
self entirely to the wells in which he is interested. 
The flooding method of increasing the output of 
the wells is in vogue in the Bradford field, and it 
has been of advantage to Mr. Freel and associates. 

Mr. Freel recently visited the Mid-Continent field 
and was a guest of his nephew by marriage, John 
R. Manion, of Tulsa, superintendent of the Sinclair 
corporation’s pipe-line department. A son of Mr. 
Freel, Daniel H. Freel, is also with that line, being 
located at Humboldt, Kan. 





Personal Paragraphs 





#red S. Cook, of the land department of the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company, Tulsa, accompanied by 
Mrs. Cook, is in Washington, D. C. 

* * a 


H. W. McLaughlin, of Independence, Kan., has 
arrived in Tulsa to take a position in the land de- 
partment of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company. 

* + oe 

W. T. Hiscock, an oil man from Bradford, Pa., 
arrived in Tulsa on Saturday of last week for the 
purpose of looking over the Mid-Continent field. 

* *# a 


D. C. Morrow, of Iola, Kan., manager of the 
United Iron Works Company, is visiting the many 





patrons of that company in the Oklahoma producing 
districts. 
* * * 

Chas. Ludey, who registers both from Tulsa and 
Marietta, O., because he has large interests in both 
places, is in Tulsa for a season. Mrs. Ludey is 
with him. 

om * cs 

M. H. Connors, of Tulsa, general superintendent 
of the Producers Oil Company, has gone to Houston 
and other places on the Texas coast to look into 
conditions there. 

* * co 

Harry Ross, secretary of the Maloney Tank Manu- 
facturing Company, left on Sunday for a three 
weeks’ visit to Hot Springs, Ark. He was accom- 
panied by Mrs. Ross. 

* * oo 

W. E. Plummer, geologist for the Roxana Petro- 
leum Company, with headquarters in Houston, Tex., 
has been in Oklahoma the past 10 days looking into 
the formations around Healdton. 

* * co 


E. M. Gillespie, of Pittsburgh, Pa., is in Tulsa. 
He is interested in some of the largest producing 
properties in Oklahoma and has maintained an of- 
fice in Tulsa for the past three or four years. 

* * cs 


John W. Gilliland, of Tulsa, well-known operator 
in Kansas and Oklahoma, has returned from a trip 
to Kansas, where he made a personal inspection of 
all the properties owned by him in that State. 

* * oe 


W. F. Mitchell, who has been in the contracting 
business in the Healdton district, has accepted a 
position as scout with the Gypsy Oil Company. He 
took charge of the Healdton office on February 1. 

; * * * 


H. A. Potter, who has been with the Sinclair- 
Cudahy Pipe Line Company at Drumright, has been 
transferred to the office of the same company at 
Hominy and has entered upon the discharge of his 
duties. 

ce * ak 

S. R. Travis, president of the Oklahoma Petro- 
leum & Gasoline Cumpany, formerly.of Tulsa, but 
now a resident of New York, is in Tulsa and will 
spend 10 days looking over the company’s holdings 
in Oklahoma. 

of * co 

Cc. J. Wrightsman, well-known Oklahoma pro- 
ducer, was called to Los Angeles, Cal., on Thursday, 
by a telegram announcing the death of his mother. 
Mrs. Wrightsman had been in failing health for 
several years. 

* * * 

F. R. Ranger, of Los Angeles, stopped over in 
Tulsa on Saturday to shake hands with old friends 
whle en route home from Texas, where he has been 
looking over some prospective territory for the past 
three months. 

+ ok * 

C. M. Murray, for eight years vice president and 
general manager of the Western Supply Company, 
machinery department, has resigned and gone into 
the oil business for himself. He will continue a 
resident of Tulsa. 

oe ce oo 

J. J. Schock, of St. Louis, has been appointed 
representative of the Schock refining interests at 
Tulsa and has opened an office. His father, HE. E. 
Schock, is one of the best-known oil men in the 
Oklahoma districts. 

* oe sd 

Fred Lookout, principal chief of the Osage Indian 
Tribe, living at Pawhuska, has gone to Washington 
to try and persuade Secretary Lane, of the Interior 
Department to lease 800,000 acres of Osage lands 
which are unleased at this time. 

* * * 


J. Edgar Pew, general manager of the Carter Oil 
Company, Mid-Continent division, has returned from 
a trip of inspection over the company’s holdings in 
the Healdton district. Part of the time Mr. Pew 
was accompanied by R. J. Heald. 

a * * 


Kelly M. Roach, of Oklahoma City, president of 
the Equality Oil & Development Company, is in 
Casper, Wyo., looking over the lands of the com- 
pany in that vicinity and making preparations for 
the spring development campaign. 

* *~ * 


Loyal J. Ross, of Chicago, representative of sev- 
eral tank-building companies and also publisher of 
Petroleum, was a visitor during the week, en route 
from his home to California to escape the severe 
winter weather which has set in on the lakes. 

ca * * 


H. S. Gwynne, of the Carter Oil Company at Ard- 
more, formerly of Tulsa, is back at his post again 
after an absence of several week due to sickness. 
A. H. Katz, of Tulsa, filled the office while Mr. 
Gwynne was sick. Mr. Katz has returned to Tulsa. 





Thursday, 


Judge John H. Brennan, of Bartlesville, who has 
been general counsel for the Indian Territory Illu- 
minating Oil Company for 12 years, has accepted 
the position of general counsel to the Doherty in- 
terests in Kansas and Oklahoma and will hereafter 
devote his time exclusively to those corporations. 

ak ok o* 


Judge John J. Shea, who has been for many years 
a resident of Bartlesville and one of the widest 
known oil and gas producers in Oklahoma, has re- 
moved with his family to Tulsa. His partner, Bur- 
dett Blue, remains in Bartlesville to become general 
attorney for the Indian Territory Illuminating Oil 
Company. 

ok oo * 

Judge Henry Hudson, of the Washington-Osage 
Counties Judicial District, has retired from the 
bench and will become a member of the legal staff 
of the Doherty interests at Bartlesville. He will 
remove his family from. Pawhuska to Bartlesville 
just as soon as a home can be prepared for their 
reception. 

* * * 

Edward Swift, of Chicago, head of the firm of 
Swift & Company, the great packers, and also large- 
ly interested in cil properties in the various dis- 
tricts of the Oklahoma fields, spent three days dur- 
ing the week in Tulsa, leaving for Los Angeles, 
where he will spend the remainder of the winter. 
Mrs. Swift accompanied him. 

* * * 


W. A. Davis, of Nowata, has been appointed Dep- 
uty State Mine Inspector for the shallow-sand dis- 
trict by State Inspector Ed. Boyle. Mr. Davis suc- 
ceeds H. R. McGill, who resigned some time ago to 
accept a position with an Eastern oil company. Mr. 
Davis filed his bond and entered upon his dis- 
charge of his duties on February 3. 

* * * 


Frank H. Young, of Tulsa, has gone to Rochester, 
Minn., where he will be operated on at the Mayo 
Hospital for kidney trouble. He has been in the oil 
game in Oklahoma for a number of years and the 
news that he had been forced to temporarily retire 
through physical afflicton came as a great shock to 
hs many friends throughout the field. 

* a * 


Ewart Watchorn, son of Robert Watchorn, one of 
the big developers in the Healdton district, is on 
his way to Los Angeles, Cal., to recuperate from the 
effects of a severe spell of fever, which confined 
him to his room for some weeks. Upon his return 
he will resume active charge of the Watchorn in- 
terests in the southern districts of Oklahoma. 

ok co * 

James King Duffy, of New York, president of the 
Phoenix Refining Company and the Export Oil Cor- 
poration, is in Tulsa, accompanied by Mrs. Duffy. 
As to his proposition recently submitted to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior at Washington agreeing to 
pay 3 cents above market quotations for the royalty 
oil in the Osage Nation, Mr. Duffy had nothing to 
say. 

* * * 

A. P. McBride, of Independence, Kan., was in 
Tulsa the greater portion of the week meeting his 
old friends. Mr. McBride is one of the pioneers in 
the Mid-Continent field and was the first president 
of the Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Producers Associa- 
tion. He is still largely interested in Kansas pro- 
duction, especially in the new pools in Butler 
County. 

3 ee 

Austin C. Harvey and H. T. Ashton, of Columbus, 
O.; C. B. Watson, of Parkersburg, W. Va.; Mr. and 
Mrs. S. F. Heath, of Chicago; S. H. Cunninghani, 
of Boston, Mass., and George H. Graham, of New- 
ton, Mass., make up a party which has been the 
guests of the Ohio Cities Gas Company on a tovr 
of the Mid-Continent field, the trip beginning aid 
ending at Tulsa and covering five days of sig!!'- 
seeing. 

Se ee 

Ralph Hochstetter, of Buffalo, N. Y., head of tlic 
Southwestern Oil Company interests and ownilz 
large production in his own name, is in Tulsa for 
the first time since last fall. Although the Okla- 
homa properties formerly owned by him have bee: 
sold to the Ohio Cities Gas Company, Mr. Hocb- 
stetter has been picking up acreage throughout the 
Mid-Continent field and is going to inaugurate 4 
campaign of development. 

* ak ok 

E. F. Scott, prominent attorney from Pawhuska 
and member of the Osage tribe, in Tulsa on Mon- 
day, said that he did not believe there would be any 
change in the Osage situation till after March 4, 
when the new Cabinet appointments will be made 
by the President. It has been reported that Secre- 
tary Lane, of the Interior Department, would not 
succeed himself, but, though usually well posted on 
Indian affairs at Washington, Mr. Scott had heard 
nothing of this. 








February 8, 1917. 
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Oil and Gas News Condensed 


An oil company has been organized at Stockton, 
Kan., to prospect a large acreage around the town. 

Rockefeller Foundation plans include a hospital 
in connection with the Union Medical College at 
Peking, China. 


State Senator Sam Bradley, of Owensboro, Ky., 
is now an oil producer, having brought in a big 
well at Olympia. 

High price of fuel oil is alleged to be responsible 
for the change to coal as fuel by the Rochester 
(N. Y.) Gas Company. 

Reports are again current that the Sinclair-Cud: 
ahy interests are going to establish a banking 
house in Wichita, Kan. 

Independence (la.) gas plant was badly damaged 
on night of Jan. 31 by fire caused by leaky main. 
There was no explosion. 

Steubenville ,O., parties have organized two com- 
panies and are doing a good deal of prospecting 
around Barbourville, Ky. 

Ohio Cities Gas Company will soon construct a 
half million dollar salt plant in the Cabin Creek 
district in West Virginia. 

The Guy Oil Company recently sold ten leases 
near Shreveport, La., for $18,000 to J. M. and G. W. 
Robinson for $18,000 cash. 

Owl Oil Company has made 33 locations in Loco 
district near Ringling, Okla., and is going to start 
a big campaign right away. 

Two strings of tools are running near Benton 
City, Mont., and the price of ordinary farm land has 
gone way up as a consequence. 

At Dover, Del., the Buffalo Oil & Gas Develop- 
ment Company, capital $100,000, has been chartered. 
It will operate in West Virginia. 

The Standard Oil Company of Kansas has raised 
the pay of all the employes of the Neodesha refinery 
10% per month, effective Jan. 15. 

Oklahoma is now getting more than $1,000,000 
annually from oil and gas lands owned by the 
State and sub-let to private operators. 

It is believed that a new gas pool has been opened 
near Ashland, Ky., by the bringing in of a well of 
fair size at Denton, in Carter County. 

Harry Whalen, of Wichita, Kan., a year ago paid 
$160 for 80 acres of the Fox farm. Recently he sold 
the lease to a Tulsa company for $4,000. 


British owners of motor cars have been notified 
that one-half gallon of motor spirits per day is the 
maximum allowance from this time on. 


Ohio Oil Company has increased the value of its 
shares from $25 to $50 and the capitalization has 
been increased from $25,000,000 to $50,000,000. 


Land around Columbus Junction, Ia., is being 
rapidly leased for oil on the publication of a geolog- 
ical opinion that the vicinity was on a “dome.” 


The Victory Oil Company, operating in the Ed- 
gerly (La.) pool, has sold its holdings to R. J. 
Gardner and associates, of Philadelphia, for $157,- 
000. 


The Marino Oil Company, of California, has pur- 
chased 160 acres of patented land just west of 
Bakersfield for $160,000, which will be at once pros- 
pected. 


Mrs. Henry Sonnenberg, of Sandusky, O., is an- 
xious to learn of the whereabouts of her brother, 
Paul V. Segrave, supposed to be in the California 
oil fields. 


Snow to the extent of 7 inches in Dallas and other 
North Texas cities brought out the usual oldest 
inhabitant; who could never remember anything like 
that before. 





Oklahoma capital is financing a wildcat venture 
near Nashville, Tenn. A large block of leases has 
been obtained and work on the first well has been 
commenced. 


Standard Oil Company of Indiana announces that, 
in addition to the regular dividend of $3 a share, a 
special dividend of $3 per share will be paid on 
February 28. ‘ 


Producers in the Uintah Basin, Utah, are planning 
the erection of a refinery which will cost $10,000 
to handle the output of the Tunnel Oil Company and 
affiliated concerns. 


Carbon County, Mont., is experiencing a revival 
of the oil excitement which it had a year ago, but 
which was temporarily transferred to other and 
moer accessible places. 


Beaumont citizens have organized in an effort 
to land the refinery which the Sinclair Oil & Re- 
fining Corporation announced it was going to build 
somewhere on the Gulf Coast. 





Due to a break in the main trunk line of the Ken- 
tucky Central Gas Company on January 25, the 
towns of Mount Sterling, Lexington and Winchester 
were out of gas for two days. 


Production and utilization of natural gas in the 
State of California during 1916 is estimated at 25,- 
000,000,000 cubic feet. The net value of the gas at 
the wells is in excess of $4,000,000. 


Pure Oil Company has declared an extra dividend 
of 4% on the common stock of the company in ad- 
dition to the regular quarterly dividend of 5%. 
Both are payable to stockholders of record Feb. 8. 


Lee Stauffer, aged 20 years, was fatally burned in 
an explosion near Harmony, Pa., Feb. 1, and died 
the next day. His brother was also severely burned 
but will recover. It is not stated how the explosion 
occurred. 


A deep well oil company has been organized at 
Chanute, Kan. More than 1,000 acres have been 
leased, the necessary money raised and all that 
now remains is to let the contract and go ahead 
with the work. 


Northwestern railroads are again feeling the 
shortage of fuel oil acutely and: more than one sys- 
tem is said to be seriously considering a return 
to coal as standard fuel, using oil only on fast pas- 
senger trains. 


E. L. Doheny, of Los Angeles, who is considered 
something of a wizard by Californians, struck oil 
the other day at Casmalia on almost the identical 
spot where John Conway and associates drilled a 
dry hole 17 years ago. 


Corpus Christi (Tex.) people are very much ex- 
cited over the failure of the City Council to secure 
natural gas for use in the city. ov are several 
wells close by and mass meeting#® are demanding 
that the gas be utilized. 


After looking into numerous complaints of short- 
age, the Commissioner of Gas at Joplin, Mo., con- 
cluded that whole trouble was that the mains are 
too small and that the supplying company is not 
to blame for that at all. 


Ohio Legislature is considering a bill which re- 
quires gas companies to drill up leased territory 
and always have a surplus of gas on hand for an 
emergency. The drilling is to be done under the 
jurisdiction of the State. 


Some unknown miscreant at Bay City, Mich., sent 
all the way to Indiana, got a supply of crude oil 
and then proceeded to pour some of into his neigh- 
bor’s wells. As a consequence there was almost 
a riot in the neighborhood. 

While Oklahoma is dryer than a bone, West Vir- 
ginia has been suffering from an excess of water, 
floods stopping work in several places. They have 
subsided, however, and active operations are again 
going on in all of the districts. 


During the recent blizzard, a snowed-in Colorado 
statistician figures that there are 20,000,000,000 bar- 
rels of oil in the shale beds of that State and all 
that is necessary to get the oil out is a little con- 
fidence and a whole lot of money. 


On Jan. 25 Henry L. Doherty paid over to the 
Evans-Thwing interests at Kansas City a check for 
$2,300,000 as part payment for the refining and 
producing properties recently purchased by Doherty 
from the Evans-Thwing combination. 


St. Louis has representatives in Washington try- 
ing to interest the.Government in a petroleum ex- 
hibit to be made at the Petroleum Congress which 
ineets in that city in March. All of the big refin- 
eries and producing companies have also been asked 
to participate. 


Pennsylvania Gas Company’s annual meeting at 
Warren, Pa., re-elected the following officers for the 
year 1917: Raymond Cross, president; J. F. Jeffer- 
son, vice president; H. H. McConnell, secretary and 
treasurer; W. J. Judge, comptroller, and L. L. Gra- 
ham, land and tax agent. 


It is announced that the Quapaw Gas Company, 
offices at Bartlesville, Okla., is going to drill the 
deepest test yet tried in Oklahoma and has in- 
structed the dirllers to go 1,000 feet into the Mis- 
sissippi lime, is such a thing is possible. Work is 
to start as soon as possible. 


The Co-Operative Oil Company, of Lander, Wyo., 
has struck oil in its first well. The company is 
composed of 500 citizens of all classes, trade and 
professions, each of whom contributed $60 at the 
rate of $5 a month. None of the stock has ever 
been in the hands of brokers. 

After two hearings, one at Tulsa and another at 
Oklahoma City, the attorney for the citizens in op- 
position to the proposed raise in prices by the 
Osage & Oklahoma Company said he was convinced 
the gas company’s contention was right and that 
the increase ought to be granted. 


Wichita Falls (Tex.) papers announce that the 





Plains Oil Company, with general offices at Tulsa, 
has taken more than 300 acres of desirable territory 
in Archer County, Tex., and will at once begin the 
development of it. It has opened an office in 
Wichita Falls, which is in charge of J. L. Grant. 


In addition to voting on increasing the capital 
stock, the stockholders of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of Indiana, at their meeting in Marca, will vote 
on an amendment to the charter which authorizes 
the company to build and operate pipe lines and 
tank steamers and things like that. 


The suit of the Clear Creek Oil & Gas Company 
against the Wild Cat Oil & Gas Company, involv- 
ing title to and possession of the biggest gas well 
in the Kibler pool, near Fort Smith, Ark., has been 
dismissed, the judge finding for the Wild Cat Oil 
& Gas Company on all the issues made. 


Tenderfeet claim to have discovered an oil pool 
between the city of Los Angeles and Long Beach, 
a fashionable coast resort, and have taken up three 
big leases, which were promptly transferred to the 
Great St. Helen’s Petroleum Company, an English 
corporation largely interested on the coast. 


Sioux Falls (S. D.) papers demand a gasoline in- 
spection law. One of them declares that the “stuff 
sold for gasoline has about as much relation to the 
real article as boarding-house cream has to real 
cream. Automobiles are built to be run with gaso- 
line, not the barren juice the garages put out.” 


A Guthrie (Okla.) paper announces that the Sin- 
clair Oil & Refining Corporation has purchased 160 
acres 31 miles northeast of that city and is going 
to construct a refinery thereon to cost $1,000,000. 
No confirmation of the report can be had at the 
general offices of the Sinclair corporation in Tulsa. 


Fifteen wells are now drilling in Ellsworth, Hays 
and Saline Counties, in Kansas, and all of the 
money was put up by farmers and merchants in the 
towns. The work is being prosecuted purely on 
geological information, as the territory is in the 
western part of the State, far removed from devel- 
opment. 


Clifford Thorne, recently elected attorney for the 
Western Oil Jobbers’ Association, announces that 
he is going to institute proceedings for the disso- 
lution of the Standard Oil Company. Mr. Thorne 
says that the former court decree has not been ef- 
fective, but he has a way which will accomplish the 
purpose. 

As the result of a spider’s bite, James M. Young, 
of San Antonio, Tex., secretary and treasurer of 
the Russell-Coleman Oil Company, died in a hospital 
in that city. He was bitten while on a hunting trip 
to the border, but paid no attention to it till three 
days before death, when a violent swelling all over 
his body demonstrated that acute blood poisoning 
resulted. 


It is stated that the Standard Oil interests have 
purchased a controlling interest in the United West- 
ern Oil Company, of Wyoming, and that a big block 
of additional acreage has been added to the already 
desirable holdings of the company. It is the belief 
in well-informed quarters that the purchase of stock 
was made for the joint account of the Ohio Oil Com- 
pany and the Imperial Oil Company, of Canada, both 
of which have large holdings in Wyoming and re- 
cently took over the controlling interest in the Mid- 
West Refining Company. 


Useful Lives Are Ended 


Amos F. Moore, a native of McKean County, Pa., 
died at his home near Bradford, Pa., on Feb. 2, aged 
69 years. He was the son of the late A. F. Moore, 
who settled in McKean County in 1839. The widow, 
one son and one daughter survive. 


Nicholas Flannigan, aged 67 years, long time with 
the P. R. R. at Oil City, died Jan. 29. He was well 
known throughout the oil country back east. He 
is survived by three sons and one daughter, Mrs. 
Peter Heintz and William Flannigan of Oil City, 
Pa., and Thomas and Joseph Flannigan, of Tulsa, 
Okla. 


E. M. Atwell, pioneer producer of Tioga County, 
died Jan. 30 at Gaines, Pa., following a stroke of 
appoplexy while in a lawyer’s office making a will. 
He discovered a sand of peculiar quality which 
bears his name. About 40 wells were drilled on 
his properties and all of them paid., He left an 
estate valued at more than $500,000. 


Glennis Goodwin Mead, aged 64 years, died at 
Marietta, O. on Jan. 31. Deceased was born in 
Warren, Pa., and was engaged in the oil business 
from boyhood. For the past 20 years he had been 
a resident of Marietta and engaged in handling pro- 
duction on a brokerage basis. He is survived by 
his widow, Mrs. Margaret Roy Mead, and by one 
daughter, Miss Marjorie Mead. He also leaves 4 
brother, G. R, Mead, of Washington, D. C,, 
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Let Us Help Solve Your 
Pumping Unit Problems - 


HAVING designed and built the equipment that is pumping a 

large percentage of the oil and gas produced in this country 
during the past 37 years, we can be of real service in suggesting 
pumps and engines that will meet your requirements most effici- 
ently and economically. You know the conditions that you have to 
meet, and we know the kind and size of equipment that will insure, 
under those conditions, adequate, dependable power that will result 
in maximum output at minimum production cost. 


HE illustration is of one of 

our DIESEL Type Oil En- 
gines, built in units of from 50 
H.P. up. This Diesel Engine 
will run on any low grade crude 
oil—there is no explosion and 
therefore no vibration — the 
stroke 1s powerful, smooth and 
unrestrained, meaning long life 
to the engine and minimum 
upkeep. In many cases a Diesel Engine and one of our Hori- 
zontal Duplex Power Pumps makes the ideal pipe-line pumping unit. 





Tell us something of your conditions and we will 
send promptly our Descriptive Bulletins, with sug- 
gestions that will be of value. Address Dept. ‘‘K”’. 


NATIONAL TRANSIT 


PUMP AND MACHINE COMPANY 


Main offices and factories, OIL CITY, PA. 
District Offices in NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, PITTSBURGH, CHICAGO 
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shows deposits of $404,674.14, 
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The first statement of this institution, issued on Feb. 9, 1910, 


The best evidence of the proper conduct of a business is the 
confidence and esteem in which it is held by the public. 


a gratify 
and progressive methods of our institution. 


CAPITAL, SURPLUS AND PROFITS, $1,150,000.00 
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Oklahoma-Kansas Fields 


By H. W. 


BILLINGS AND GARBER. 


The extreme cold weather of the past 
week in the Oklahoma and Kansas field 
has almost paralyzed the oil industry and 
but little work has been accomplished. 
Water lines have been frozen up and it 
will be several more days until they are 
thawed out and work resumed on an ac- 
tive basis. The shortage of pipe and 
small drilling tools is another serious 
question, and as a result a great deal of 
wildcat work that had been planned will 
not be started until these conditions are 
bettered. The recent war talk has caused 
no little anxiety among the oil fraternity, 
and what bearing this will have on future 
developments remains to be seen. Some 
of the best-posted oil men are predicting 
a very gloomy outlook for the oil indus- 
try, while other are of the opinion that 
the war scare will have little if any bear- 
ing on the situation. The shortage of 
water is the most serious question at the 
present time, and unless rain is had be- 
fore long there will be a cessation of oper- 
ations throughout the Oklahoma and Kan- 
sas field. Most every district in these 
two fields is showing the results of the 
drouth and much important wildcatting 
that has been planned will be temporarily 
abandoned. 

Several important wildcat localities in 
the Oklahoma field promise well with fu- 
ture developments, and until their worth 
is fully demonstrated it is believed there 
will be no rise in the price of oil. The 
wildcat showing at Billings, in Noble 
County, is the main attraction in Okla- 
homa, and the eyes of the talent are at 
present focused on that development. The 
Mid-Co. Petroleum Co., the owner of the 
new well, has been ready to drill the test 
in for several days, but the cold weather 
has witheld them from doing so. From 
the best reports available the well will 
be good for 500 bbls. as it stands and is 
only 5 feet into the sand. What deeper 
drilling will demonstrate remains to be 
seen, but the company is confident of get- 
ting a much larger producer and. have 
several tanks already built and are con- 
structing a number of others. Acreage 
surrounding this test is being sought in 
every direction and prices ranging from 
$25 to $1,000 per acre are being paid, ac- 
cording to location. The Mid-Co Petro- 
Jeum Co. Has an immense tract of land 
surrounding the well and the individual 
and smaller concerns are finding it a hard 
time to get any close-in acreage. 

The Garber pool, in Garfield County is 
another spot that is attracting the at- 
tention of the operators at present, and 
several important tests are nearing the 
sand and should be completed inside of 
a few days. Although no large wells have 
been drilled in this area, oil men retain 
great faith in the development and are 
confident that a good-sized pool will be 
developed there. The discovery well of 
the Garber pool was drilled on geological 
advice and came in better than a 90-bbl. 
producer, but is now making only 58 bbls. 
daily. The operators are not depending 
entirely on the geology of this section, 
but are doping the trend of the pool by 
the wells so far drilled. The northwest 
direction seems to be the best bet, but the 
completion of the Murphy test will deter- 


WHITNEY 


mine this fact. Other wells are still drill- 
ing after missing the pay found in the 
discovery well and may pick up a new 
sand. 

In the older portions of the Oklahoma 
field work is fairly active despite the cold 
wave which has prevailed over this sec- 
tion of the country for the past week, and 
the shortage of water for drilling pur- 
poses has proven the greatest drawback. 
Washington County is quite active and 
some creditable wells are being brought in 
from week to week. Some sales of pro- 
duction have been reported and in most 
cases the operators have received neat 
sums for their holdings. 

The Kansas field has suffered greatly 
from shortage of water and the inclement 
weather and very little work was accom- 
plished. Montgomery County is proving 
very interesting and new work is being 
started all over this area. The recent 
wildcat strike in Section 34-32-17 has 
caused a rush of operators to that local- 


ity and numerous locations are being 
made. 
Watching Garber. 
While the development near Billings, 


in Noble County, is attracting the atten- 
tion of the talent'‘of late, the Garber local- 
ity, in Garfield County, should not be over- 
looked. Oil men are now awaiting the 
outcome of the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co.’s 
test on the Murphy farm in Section 23- 
22-4 west, which is drilling at 1,010 feet 
and due to get the sand. A big well is 
looked for at this location, as the major- 
ity of the oil men are of the opinion that 
the trend of the field will be to the north- 
west. This belief is not based on the 
geology of the section, but upon the wells 
so far drilled. The original Hoy producer 
is making 58 bbls. daily. The Stauffer 
well, which is an east offset to the Hoy 
producer, is pumping 29 bbls. The Crews 
well, the east offset to the discovery well, 
is a gasser at 1,150 feet. The Walker 
well, offsetting the Hoy well to the north, 
is good for 25 bbls., and the Champlin 
well, which is a west offset, is making 
75 bbls. 

The Boeppe well, owned by Hanson & 
Moore, in Section 11-21-4 west, southeast 
of the Hoy well, is a dry hole at 1,350 feet, 
and the Carter Oil Co.’s well in Section 
12-22-4 west, due north of the Hoy well, 
is dry at 1,400 feet. Both of these tests 
are being drilled deeper. They are in ad- 
vance of the structure first doped out and 
it was not surprising to see them miss the 
pay, although there is still a chance to 
open something in a deeper pay sand. 
The chances look favorable for the open- 
ing of a fairly good-sized, shallow-sand 
pool in this locality, and while it is not 
attracting as much attention as it was 
some weeks back, it is still interesting. 

There are many new tests starting in 
the western portion of Township 22, 
Range 4, where, as far as can be learned, 
there is no structure, but the general 
conditions of the country look favorable. 
The wells that have been finished have 
been holding good, but this can be ex- 
pected, as it is a new field. Some of the 
tests that have missed the shallow pay 
may open something worth while in a 
lower sand that will show a larger pro- 
duction. 





Washington County still remains active 








and good wells are being added to the 
completed list each week. A deal of some 
importance has recently been consum- 
mated whereby the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. 
becomes the owner of the holdings of 
J. F. McCandless, M. J. Beaty and Walter 
Congdon for a consideration of $340,000. 
The deal includes 20 developed leases with 
a total daily production of 240 bbls. These 
leases are in close proximity to the town, 
and to date better than 100 wells have 
been completed. This is all settled pro- 
duction and the greater number of the 
Bartlesville sand, although some of them 
have been finished in the Peru formation. 
While the exact figures of the deal have 
not been made public, it is stated by a 
well-known oil man that the production 
was bought at $1,450 per barrel. The 20 
leases comprise some 1,500 acres, a por- 
tion of which is held under fee. 


During the past week five wells were 
drilled in, four of which were oil wells 
and one was a gasser. The best producer 
of the week was A. B. McGrew et al.’s 
No. 12, which started off at 50 bbls. In 
Section 4-25-13, the Wolverine Oil Co. has 
1,500,000- cubic feet of gas in No. 16 Hol- 
land, and in Section 31-27-13 the Lewcinda 
Oil Co. has a 30-bbl. well on No. 7 Sud- 
darth. In Section 25-27-12 the American 
Oil & Gas Co. got 15 bbls. production in 
No. 7 H. M. Gilchrist. In Section 8-26-13 
the National Oil & Development Co. has 
a 20-bbl. pumper in No. 11 Whiteturkey. 

At Nowata, in Nowata County, the Cal- 
ifornia Oil & Gas Co. got a dry hole on 
No. 1 Estella Saugee in Section 16-28-15, 
and in Section 8-28-15 Banowetz et al. 
have a 50-bbl. well in No. 2 M. Walling- 
stick. 


In the Osage, the past week has been 
fairly active despite the cold wave and 
the shortage of water. The best of the 
late completions is the Winona Oil Co.’s 
No. 2 in the northeast quarter of Section 
9-20-12, which started off at 120 bbls. In 
Section 17-20-12 the Tidal Oil Co. got a 
12-bbl. pumper with No. 1. In Section 
4-21-10 the Barnsdall Oil Co. has a 40-bbl. 
well in No. 12, and in Section 5-21-10 the 
Toxaway Oil Co. got 50 bbls. production 
with No. 5. In the southeast quarter of 
Section 1-22-10 the Edgar Gas Co. has a 
failure in No. 4, and in the northwest 
quarter of Section 12-22-10 the same com- 
pany abandoned No. 1 as dry. 


Boock Sand Wells. 


Work in the Boock sand development 
is still help up on account of the shortage 
of water, which has seriously affected op- 
erations. The territory surrounding the 
well of Delaney, Hart et al., in Section 
20-14-14, where a 300-bbl. well was finished 
at 1,808 feet, has proven very spotted. 
Dry holes have been drilled to the north, 
west and southwest, but this fact has not 
seemed to deter the hopes of the oper- 
ators and they are still drilling with the 
hope of opening something new. To the 
west of this development, the Sequoyah 
Oil & Gas Co. is shut down at 500 feet on 
account of the shortage of water, and on 
the east line of the northwest, the same 
company is having the same trouble. In 
the southeast corner of the northeast of 
the northeast, Delaney et al. are drilling 
ahead at 1,950 feet after having missed 
the sand struck in the discovery well. 
In Section 20-14-14 the Sperry Oil & Gas 
Co. is shut down at 1,050 feet. In Section 
29-14-14, Graham and others have rigs 
built for No. 6 Brain and No. 2 McKinnon, 
but cannot commence drilling until they 
secure water. Other tests are starting 
and new locations have been staked out, 





but work will not be resumed on an active 
basis until water is more plentiful. 

In the older portion of the Okmulgee 
County pool the results the past week 
were encoraging and if it were not for 
the shortage of water there would be 
more completions. In Section 18-13-13 
Aiken & Cosden have completed eight 
wells. Nos. 2 and 7 Lamb were drilled 
in, the former good for 20 bbls. and the 
later 50 bbls. Nos. 8 and 9 Clark have 
been completed and they are each good 
for 25 bbls. Nos. 3 and 4 Hayden are on 
top of the sand showing for 65 and 50 
bbls. respectively. Nos. 5 and 6 Miller 
are pumping 40 bbls. and 60 bbls. respec- 
tively. In Section 12-13-13 the Cosden Oil 
& Gas Co. has 1,000,000-cubic gas well on 
No. 6 Grayson and a dry hole at No. 10 
Daniels. The Gypsy Oil Co. found a small 
showing of oil on the Morton farm at 
2,125 feet, but passed it up and drilled 
into salt water at 2,128 feet and hole will 
be abandoned at that depth. In Section 
25-13-12 the Union Oil Co. has a 500-foot 
duster in No. 2 Nero. A small showing 
was encountered in this test at 440 feet, 
but it would not make a commercial well. 

Near Morris, in Okmulgee County, Mc- 
Mahon et al. have a 20-bbl. well after 
shot in the 1,421-foot sand in No. 5 Gray- 
son in Section 21-14-14 and in Section 
25-14-14, E. R. Black and others shot No. 
5 Grayson with 40 quarts and it will make 
only 12 bbls. The top of the sand was 
struck at 1,040 feet and the well drilled 
to 1,066 feet. In Section 22-14-14, the 
Springfield Oil & Gas Co. abandoned No. 
5 Wright, as a dry hole at 1,300 feet and 
in Section 34-14-14, Gallagher and associ- 
ates met with the same fate at 1,400 feet 
on No. 5 Corbray. 

At Bald Hill, in Okmulgee County, the 
Barber Oil Co. has a 15-bbl. pumper in 
No. 3 Roberts, Section 33-15-12 and in 
Section 35-15-14 the Lucky Tiger Oil Co. 
has a 25-bbl. well in No. 2 Rentie. South 
of Bald Hill, in the Boock sand develop- 
ment Barber & Johnson have a 30-bbl. 
well in No. 7 Stevens in Section 10-14-14 
and in Section 22-14-14, E. R. Black et al. 
No. 5 Wright is a duster at 1,750 feet, 
Near Henryetta, in Okfuskee County, 
Pine and associates have a 15-bbl. pumper 
in No. 1 Bowman in Section 5-12-13 

At Stone Bluff, in southwestern Wag- 
goner County, Reed et al. completed No. 
2 Colbert in Section 4-16-15 and have a dry 
hole at 1,280 feet . In the same section 
Harris Bros. have a 50-bbl. producer in 
No. 3 Colbert and in Section 5-16-15 the 
Cosden Oil & Gas Co. got a 30-bbl. well 
in No. 15 Tecumseh. 

In the Boynton pool, in Muskogee 
County, three small well have been com- 
pleted. In Section 6-14-15 Wignton et al. 
have a 45-bbl. well on the Conners and in 
Section 12-14-15 Humble and others have 
a well of the same calibre with No. 1 
Peters. In Section 21-13-16, the Oklahoma 
Producing Oil Co. has a 15-bbl. pumper 
in No. 1 Stover and in Section 7-14-16 the 
Cosden Oil & Gas Co. got 5 bbls. pro- 
duction in No. 1 Sugar. This well offsets 
the good well of the Waco Petroleum Co. 
which is producing 150 bbls. 

Operations in Other Pools. 

The Bixby pool south of Tulsa, in Tulsa 
County, is not showing as many comple- 
tions as usual, but this may be accounted 
for by the shortage of water and the cold 
weather, which has necessitated the shut- 
ting down of a number of wells that were 
on top of the sand and ready to be drilled 
in. The Cosden Oil & Gas Co. got a good 
well in No. 5 on the Sanger lease in Sec- 
tion 35-17-14, which started off at the rate 
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it is good for 35 bbls. daily. The Sinclair 
Oil & Gas Co. has completed a dry hole 
at 2,084 feet on No. 7 Sawyer in the same 
section. In Section 34-17-14 the Sapulpa 
Refining Co. has a 100-bbl. well with No. 
4 England, and in Section 35-17-14 Ross & 
Greis have a 300-bbl. well on the Clinton. 
In Section 16-17-14 George and associates 
have a 10@-bbl. well with an initial test 
In Section 21-17-13 Solan, Hathaway et al. 
drilled in No. 4 Cummings and have a 
150-bbl. producer. The top of the sand 
was struck at 1,628 feet and the well was 
drilled to 1,654 feet. There was 17 feet 
of a break and more pay was encountered 
from 1,680 to 1,705 feet. Both of the sands 
were shot. In Section 28-17-13 Rogers & 
Cox have a 10,000,000-cubic foot gas well 
in No. 5 Bunger, and No. 10 on the same 
farm is pumping 10 bbl. In Section 28- 
17-13 the Tuxedo Oil Co. has a 15,000,000- 
cubic foot gasser with No. 4 Bigpond, and 
in the same section Reed et al. have a 50- 
bbl. well on the Barnett property. 

In the Glenn pool, in Tulsa County, four 
wells were drilled in during the past 
week. In Section 1-18-12 the Clabrowall 
Oil Co. has a 20-bbl. pumper with No. 5 
Edwards, and in Section 8-18-11 the Ter- 
rel Oil Co. has 40 bbls. production with 
No. 23 Collins. In Section 3-17-12 the 
Laurel Oil & Gas Co. has drilled in No. 6 
Cosar, good for 30 bblis., and in Section 
21-17-12 the Quaker Oil & Gas Co. has a 
20-bbl. well with No. 14 Bowling. 

In the Cushing pool, in Creek County, 
the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. completed No. 
42 Lucas and it is good for 75 bbls. In 
Section 22-17-7 the Cosden Oil & Gas Co. 
completed Nos. 8 and 15 on the Barnett 
lease, the former good for 50 bbls. and 
the latter for 90 bbls. In Section 27-17-7 
the same company has a 60-bbl. well with 
No. 1 A. Sawyer and a 720-bbl. well with 
No. 13 A. Sawyer. 

In the townsite of Shamrock, in Section 
33-17-7, T. B. Slick has a 50-bbl. well with 
No. 8 on the Brown farm. In Section 34- 
17-7 the Iron Mountain Oil Co. has a 15,- 
000,000 cubic foot gas well with No. 5 
Boone. In Section 10-16-7 C. B. Shaffer 
has a 75-bbl. producer with No. 2 Chas- 
tain. 

Near Yale, in Payne County, in Section 
26-18-5, the Home Oil & Gas Co. has a 
50-bbl. pumper with No. 3 on the Cowtron 
farm, and in Section 36-19-5 the Roma Oil 
Co. has a 20,000,000-foot gasser in No. 1 
in the southwest corner of the school 
lands. 

The English Oil & Gas Co. is drilling at 
200 feet in an important test in Section 
30-10-14, five miles west of Colony, Okla. 
This is a Dallas (Tex.) concern, with J. 
P. Perrin as president. The company 
holds a block of 22,000 acres and the con- 
tract calls for a 3,500-foot test unless 
something is found at a lesser depth. W. 
B. Sturm is the contractor. 

Potwin Well Still Interesting. 

Since the recent strike in the Billings 
district, in Noble County, Oklahoma, and 
the interesting developments being car- 
ried on in the Garfield County pool, in- 
terest has subsided to some extent in the 
Potwin district, in Butler County, Kan- 
sas, where Wallace & Mason recently 
drilled in a test on the Joseph farm in 
Section 36-24-3. What the well amounts 
to is still unknown, but from the most 
authentic news at hand it will not make 
better than a 50-bbl. pumper. It has been 
reported as high as 300 bbls., and still 
other reports are to the effect that salt 
water was encountered upon drilling 
deeper, but the latter report is given but 
little credence. When this well was first 
brought in exaggerated reports were cir- 
culated far and wide that a 500-bbl. well 
had been struck, which led to much activ- 
ity in lease buying. Some of the highest 
prices in the State of Kansas were paid 
for acreage in the vicinity of the Potwin 
well and all available tracts of land were 


Dorado pool has been blocked and many 
tests have been contemplated. Other di- 
rections are also receiving their share 
of leasing and locations have been made 
for tests. 

The present activity at Potwin consists 
of seven strings of tools and several other 
welis are awaiting the completion of wells 
now drilling before commencing opera- 
tions. Geologists who have worked out 
and surveyed this section are not very 
excited over the prospects of a field of 
any large size in this vicinity and have 
frequently expressed themselves that the 
well on the Joseph farm is on a terrace 
and that the area would prove a spotted 
one, with the possibility of no other wells 
being found. 

Western Butler County is attracting at- 
tention and as high as $20 per acre is 
being paid for purely wildcat acreage. It 
has been reported that S. E. Dickerson 
has leased his 160-acre tract to E. M. 
Rider and associates for the above con- 
sideration. This tract of land lies three- 
fourths of a mile northeast of the location 
recently made by the Uncle Sam Oil Co. 
on the Hinnencamp ranch in Section 7- 
26-3. This is a rank wildcat test and will 
bear watching. 

The El Dorado and Augusta pools, in 
Butler County, had little to offer for the 
past week in the way of completions. 
Two or three fair-sized wells were fin- 
ished, but outside of that, work is at a 
complete standstill. The extreme cold 
weather, the shortage of casing and wa- 
ter have been responsible for the lack of 
activity in these two districts. Water 
lines have been frozen during the cold 
spell and it will be several more days 
before work can be actively resumed. 
The Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. has finally 
closed the deal with the Oil & Gas Co. 
for one-half of its holdings in the El 
Dorado pool and announce that they will 
make seven locations at once. 

During the week in the El Dorado pool, 
three fair-sized wells and two dusters 
were completed. The best of the late 
completions is the Magnolia Petroleum 
Co.’s No. 18 Foster, in Section 21-27-4, 
which is good for 300 bbls. The top of 
the sand was struck at 2,330 feet and the 
well finished up at 2,373 feet. The same 
company drilled in No. 14 Kramer in Sec- 
tion 28-27-4, good for 100 bbls. in the 2,040- 
foot sand. The Victoria Oil & Cas Co. 
has a 150-bbl. producer on the Graham 
farm in the northwest corner of the north- 
east quarter of the southeast quarter of 
Section 4-26-5. The top of the sand was 
struck at 2,617 feet and the well drilled to 
2,634 feet. In Section 22-27-4 Gilliland 
et al. have a 3,260-foot duster in No. 2 
Harrington, and in Section 14-25-4 Frazer 
et al. have one at 1,400 feet on the Ratts 
tract. At Augusta, in Section 35-27-4, 
the McMan Oil Co. had a showing for a 
200-bbl. well at 2,140 feet on the Palmer 
tract, but cased it off and is drilling at 
2,150 feet in hopes of getting a large pro- 
duction. In Section 33-28-4 the Great 
Western Oil Co. has completed a dry hole 
at 2,728 feet on the Purlin tract and is 
pulling the casing. 

Interest in Montgomery County. 

Montgomery County, Kansas, is one spot 
that is likely looking, and the recent com- 
pletion of Pringle & Gries’ well on the 
Dora Rogers farm in Section 34-32-17 has 
caused the prospectors and operators to 
gaze in that direction. The Pringle & 
Gries well was completed several weeks 
ago and since that time conflicting re- 
ports have been circulated concerning 
the well’s output. A recent talk with one 
of the owners discloses the following 
news: The top of the sand was struck 
at 697 feet and the well drilled to a total 
depth of 747 feet, showing that 50 feet 
of pay sand was penetrated. The well 
was shot with 80 quarts, and the nearest 
production is three and one-half miles. 











est and leases are being sought in every 
direction. When the sand was encount- 
ered the well was shut down and left 
standing for several days and during the 
cleaning-out process two tanks were filled 
with oil. The owners are now building 
additional storage and are getting ready 
to put the well on the pump. This test 
has been reported as good for from 300 to 
to 500 bbls. daily, but the owners are 
placing the well’s output at 200 bbls. 
daily, which seems to be a conservative 
estimate. Four new locations have al- 
ready been made and drilling will be 
started as soon as the necessary tools 
and machinery can be obtained. The 
above company has 1,280 acres under leas¢ 
in a solid block. 

In the older portions of Montgomery 
County the operators continue to bring 
in good wells each week. In. Section 15- 
34-15 the Independence Torpedo Co. has 
completed No. 2 on fee lands and got 25 
bbls. production. In Section 8-35-15 the 
Five Drilling Co. has drilled in No. 13 on 
the Evans lease and it is good for 17 
bblis., and in Section 15-24-15 Dabney et al. 
have a 25-bbl. well in No. 7 Trimble. In 
Section 35-32-15 C. E. Roth et al. have 
a 1,000,000-cubic foot gas well on the Love 
farm. : 

The shortage of water and the extreme 
cold weather has caused an almost com- 
plete shut down of operations in Labette 
County, Kansas, and very little work is 
in progress. This county is at present 
getting one of the most thorough testings 
in its history. Considerable wildcat ac- 
tivity is on and a large area is being 
tested. In Section 9-33-19 Waterhouse et 
al. expect to start drilling within the next 
few weeks. This location is near some 
gas wells that were completed several 
years ago. West of this four miles the 
Sonora Oil Co. has purchased from Bard- 
well et al., of Chanute, Kan., 740 acres 
for $2,000 and has made a location in Sec- 
tion 7-33-20 and will start drilling at once. 
This is a rank wildcat. The same com- 
pany is starting a north offset to its well 
on the Sanders farm in the southeast 
quarter of Section 13-32-18. In the vicin- 
ity of this well five other tests have been 
started during the past 10 days. Gries 
et al. have contracted to drill three wells 
in Section 4-32-19, and in Sections 8, 14 
and 21 others are starting. There is also 
a test starting in Section 1-32-18 north of 
the Sanders well. 

Scattered Tests in Kansas. 

Elk County, Kansas, is showing consid- 
erable development in the southeastern 
part of the county and some fair-sized 
wells are being brought in. The work 
now under way is progressing rapidly 
and a few other wells should reach the 
required depths within the next few days. 
Among the best of the late completions is 
the Interocean Oil Co.’s No. 5 on the Car- 
penter tract in Section 12-31-12, which is 
good for 25 bbls. In Section 34-21-12 Lew- 
ler, Decker & Eysen have a 20-bbl. pump- 
er on the Marmont farm and Hazlett & 
West have a 20-bbl. well on the Vestal 
farm in the southeast quarter of the 
southwest quarter of the same section. 
The latter parties now have 12 wells con- 
nected with their pumping plant and three 
gassers. The Prairie Pipe Line Co. is 
busy laying its line to this development 
and it is expected that it will be finished 
and connected to the Hale line by the 
middle of the next week. Hazlett & West 
have what is considered the best pumping 
plant of its kind in the entire State. To 
date these parties have been pumping 
their oil in tanks, but with the comple- 
tion of the new line they will be able to 
sell their oil direct to the refinery. The 
average depth of the wells in this district 
range from 650 to 800 feet, and when it is 
taken into consideration that one of the 
wells can be drilled to the sand and put 
to pumping inside of a week, it can be 





furnish abundant fuel for drilling pur- 
poses. Hazlett & West are not confining 
their test work to just one spot, but ar« 
extending their operations over a large 
area in the hope of obtaining a large pro- 
duction. One mile west of the Inge farm 
production, owned by the above parties, 
lies the Dyer gas field, where some good- 
sized gassers have been drilled in. East 
of Inge farm is the big gasser on the 
Shouse lease, which has a rock pressure 
of 500 pounds. About three miles north- 
west of the Inge lease has been drilled a 
gasser on the Buford place, which is said 
to have a rock pressure of 650 pounds. 
This is considered to be the largest gas 
well in that part of the State and is but 
a short distance south of Longton, where 
considerable interest in leasing is being 
manifested at the present writing. 

The territory adjacent to Longton is re- 
ceiving a great deal of attention from the 
leasers of late and the report is current 
that several test will soon be started in 
that locality. Parties from Kansas have 
taken up a large block of leases a few 
miles west of the town and have let the 
contract for a test. Surrounding leases 
are commanding from $5 to $7 per acre. 

In the older portions of Elk County con- 
siderable development is in progress. W. 
S. Hoyt is moving in a rig and machinery 
for the drilling of a test on the Weber 
farm in Circle Valley and will drill. to the 
Mississippi lime in case nothing is previ- 
ously found. Leasing is very active in 
the vicinity of the towns of Elk City and 
Oak Valley and it is expected that several 
wells will soon be commenced. The short- 
age of water is still a great handicap to 
operations in the Hale development and 
two or three rigs west and northwest of 
that place have been forced to suspend 
work until water is more plentiful. George 
Perry has commenced drilling on _ the 
French lease south of the town. 

Morris County, Kan., which has received 
but little attention of late, is now to have 
an important test. A California syndicate 
under the head of John Barneson har 
made a location for a deep test five miles 
northeast of the town of Council Grove, 
in the northeast quarter of Section 24-15-8. 
This test will be watched with more than 
ordinary interest owing to the fact that 
an extra large drilling outfit will be used. 
The derrick will be 84 feet in height and 
the timbers used in its construction are 
just twice the size and weight of the ordi- 
nary rig material. The cellar under the 
derrick will be 8x10 feet, and a 19-inch 
hole will be started. The contract calls 
for a 3,200-foot hole in case oil or gas is 
not found in paying quantities at a lesser 
depth. Two large boilers are being placed 
which will supply the steam for the pow- 
er. Two large water tanks are being con- 
structed, which will be supplied with wa- ’ 
ter from the river, which is more than a 
mile away. 

Large tracts of land are also being 
leased in the northwestern part of Reno 
County in the locality called the ‘Salt 
Marsh” district. Three or four companies 
have their lease men on the ground taking 
up acreage, and if they are successful in 
getting a substantial block of leases, will 
start some test work. Near Great Bend 
the Cheyenne Oil & Gas Co. is preparing 
to drill a test north of the town. This 
company holds a good portion of the land 
in Barton County in the locality known 
as the ‘‘Cheyenne Bottoms’ and also has 
under lease a large tract of land between 
the Arkansas River and the above acre 
age and also some leases on the west side 
between the towns of Hoisington and 
Great Bend. The town of Halstead is also 
coming in for its share of the recent le1s° 
scramble and it is reported that severil 
tests will be drilled there. The land al- 
ready under lease lies from three miles 
south of the town to several miles north. 
This activity has all been brought about 
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‘‘Ingersoll-Rogler’’ Discharge Valves now 
used on these machines are one-piece, light 
weight steel plates. 


Each is rigidly held and lifts and reseats 
itself without sliding friction. The lift is low, 
the valve quick in action and its operation 


NOISELESS. 


‘Imperial’ Corliss Inlet Valves give a 
poitive, full opening and are permanently tight. 





IN OKLAHOMA—Tulsa, Okmulgee, Cleve- 
land, Bartlesville, Dewey, Morris, Chel- 
sea, New Wilson, Drumright, Nowata, Dorado. 
Delaware, Cushing, Shamrock, Black- 
well, Peckham. port. 


Headquarters, INDEPENDENCE, KANS. 


IN LOUISIANA—Lewis, Crichton, Shreve- 


SILENCE In Operatian Is Now a Marked Feature of 
“Imperial” Vacuum Pumps 















‘“‘Imperial”’ (Rogler Discharge Valve) Vacuum Pump. 
Note the stream line passages in the cylinder. 


‘Imperial’? Vacuum Pumps are of wholly 
enclosed construction, dirt and dust-proof. 
They are automatically lubricated, thus saving 
money on oil and operative attendance. Bear- 
ing surfaces are of ample area and all bearings 
arranged for ready adjustment to sake up wear. 
Cylinders are completely water jacketed. on 


both barrels and heads. 


The user of a vacuum pump will find in the 
“*Imperial’’ every improvement that makes for permanent 
satisfaction and economy of operation. 


ASK FOR CATALOGUES 


The National Supply Company ot kansa. 


BRANCHES 


IN KANSAS—Sedan, Chanute, Independ- 
ence, Peru, Chautauqua, Augusta, El 





IN TEXAS—Houston, Beaumont, Sour 
Lake, Thrall, Humble, Electra, Wichita 
Falls. 

IN WYOMING—Casper, Basin. 

IN MONTANA-—Billings. 


Southwestern office, HOUSTON, TEX. 


EXPORT INQUIRIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY, FOREIGN SALES DEPT., PITTSBURGH, PA. 




















AJAX DRILLING ENGINES 








Over 14,000 have been built; they are 
the acknowledged leader in all the oil 
fields of the world. 


THE AJAX IRON WORKS 
CORRY, PA. 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY CO. of Kansas, Exciusive Saies Agents 
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by the showing of oil encountered a few 
years ago at a depth of 80 feet in a test 
drilled four miles north of the town. 

The territory adjacent to Girard, in 
Crawford County, is also witnessing some 
activity in leasing and the contract has 
been let for a deep test near the town of 
Brailton. The company contemplating the 
test work is from Tulsa and they have 
close to 800 acres under lease in a solid 
block. The contract calls for a test to be 
commenced within 90 days. 

At Eureka, in Greenwood County, work 
is also increasing and several. new .loca- 
tions have been made. The Foster Oil Co. 
is moving in a rig on the northwest quar-! 
ter of the southwest quarter of Section | 
1-26-10. This is a half mile southeast of | 
the Bitler well of the Kansas Distributing | 
Co., which caused so much excitement 
several weeks ago. This well has been 
reported good for 300 bbls. but is now do- 
ing 50 bbls. daily. 

Busy in Franklin County. 

The inclement weather has also shown 
its effect in the Franklin County pool, in 
Kansas, but during the earlier part of the 
week several good wells were brought in. 
J. H. Milligan and associates have com- 
pleted a 20-bbl. producer on the Harbison 
lease in Section 6-17-22, 11 miles southeast 
of Wellsville. There were 45 feet of sand 
penetrated and the well was shot last 
Monday. J. H. Milligan has completed 
No. 2 on the Chambers farm in Section 
9-16-21, just a location north of No. 1, at 
689 feet and it promises a good produc- 
tion. The well was shot and is important 
as to location. The Franklin County Oil 
& Gas Co. has struck a sand on the Bar- 
nett farm in Section 16-16-21 with a small 
showing of oil, but owing to a crooked 
hole the well will not be drilled in until 
weather conditions permit. The Alfoma 
Oil & Gas Co. has a showing for a fair- 
sized producer on the Moherman lease in 
Section 20-16-21 in 65 feet of sand. The 
company had expected to shoot this test, 
but will await better weather conditions. 
An important test is now being drilled on 
the Hollinger farm in Section 36-16-21 by 
T. W. Reid and associates, which is now 
drilling at 450 feet and due to get the 
sand. This is a very important test, ow- 
ing to the fact that it is more than a mile 
in advance of production and wi!l mean 
much if iit comes in a paying producer. 
This test is on a line extending from the 
southeast to the northwest through the 
Wingert lease. The Rockwood Oil & Gas 
Co. is moving in a rig on the Graves 
farm in Section 27-16-21 and will offset the 
well just completed on the Staley lease by 
Galey & Richey. The Alert Oil Co. is 
shut down on the Barnetf lease awaiting 
the arrival of some casing. H. C. Strat- 
ton and associates are making a location 
on the Johnson farm in Section 24-15-20 | 
and will drill a well. The location of this 
well is about a mile west of the wells! 
drilled on the Averill property 12 years | 
ago. W.C. Posey and associates, of Kan- | 
sas City, have been taken some leases 
south of Wellsville and have organized | 
the Flo-Jean Oil & Gas Co. and will start | 
developing their property at once. 

Important Well at Bixby. 

An important wildcat test has just been 
completed in the Bixby pool, south of 
Tulsa, by the United Producers Oil Co., 
in the northeast corner of the southwest 
quarter of the northeast quarter of Sec- 
tion 17-17-13, at a depth of 1,700 feet. It 
is reported good for 75 bbls. as it stands, 
ved that deeper drilling will 
increase the output. The well is located 
in advance of production and obens a 
1 important area 
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Healdton Field 


NEW HEALDTON, Okla., Feb. 5.—The 
total number of producing wells in the 
Healdton field is 1,347. The production is 
about 57,000 bbls. a day. The amount of 
oil in steel storage is about 11,375,000 bbls. 
Between 14,000 and 15,000 bbls. are placed 
in storage each day. This means that 
each week from 100,000 to 115,000 bbls. 
are placed in steel. Magnolia Petroleum 
Co. is running from producers from 18,000 
to 20,000 bbls. a day and besides is making 
a common carrier shipment of crude for 
the Pierce Fordyce Oil Association. The 
shipment consists of 110,000 bbls. and rep- 
resents the two tanks the Pierce people 
purchased from the Gilmer Oil Co. 

The Ardmore Refining Co. has recently 
purchased two tanks from the Sinclair 
Oil & Gas Co. The oil, exclusive of the 
tanks, was purchased and the price was 
not stated. 

Fitz Oil & Gas Co., in the southwest 
quarter of Section 33-3-3 is drilling at a 
depth of about 1,000 feet after a tempor- 
ary shutdown. This well is drilling for 
the McDonald sand and the level of the 
sand ought to be reached by the end of 
the week. 

Plains Oil & Gas Co., in Section 28-2-3, 
in the Fox district, is drilling at 1,100 
feet. 

M. J. McLaughlin, assistant to J. V. 
Faulkner, vice president and general man- 
ager of the Magnolia Petroleum Co., is 
here on company business. Mr. McLaugh- 
lin is being transferred from Dallas to 
Tulsa and will have charge of production 
for the Magnolia in Northern Oklahoma 
and in Kansas. He will be succeeded by 
some one out of the Dallas office, who 
will take charge of the company’s inter- 
ests in North Texas and in the southern 
portion of Oklahoma. | 

There are two feature wells drilling at) 
Healdton. One is No. 1 Fitz Oil & Gas| 
Co., in the southeast quarter of Section} 
33-3-3. This well is drilling near where 
the McMan company abandoned a well in 
the early days of the field. The company 
is drilling for the McDonald sand, which 
ought to be found there at a depth from 
1,230 to 1,250 feet. The well is now near 








well is No. 3 on the George Rhoades farm 
in Section 24-4-3 by the Carter Oil Co. 





have been found between 1,100 and 1,200 





feet and the company is now drilling for 
the Pugh sand, found at 1,860 feet in Sec- 
tion 18-4-2, which is a little more than a 
mile to the northeast of Carter No. 3 on 
the Rhoades. 

J. L. Mildren, scout for the Carter Oil 
Co., who has made his home in Ardmore 
since he was assigned duties at Healdton, 
has moved with his family to the fields 
and will reside on the Rhoades farm in 
the southeast extensions. 

Magnolia Petroleum Co. has made_a sur- 
vey for a 4-inch pipe line to be run to the 
Loco field in Stephens County, but has 
not started to lay the line. Pipe will be 
taken up between the field and the com- 
pany’s tank farm. Only one line will be 
needed by the tank farm. 

The statement is made that the Pierce 
Fordyce Oil Association has 25 miles of 
an 8-inch line from the field to Fort 
Worth. The company is very busy at 
Healdton making purchases of oil and ob- 
taining common-carrier shipments while 
its line is under construction. The Texas 
Co. is making good progress with the 
construction of its line from Healdton to 
Sherman. Crews began at Red River and 
are working both ways on the line. 

The recent cold weather has given The 
Texas Co. an opportunity to test the vir- 
tue of American labor as compared with 
foreign labor. During the cold days the 
Americans stayed with their work and for 
an entire week the Mexicans and other 
foreign laborers remained in their tents. 

Yarhola Pipe Line Co. reports good 
progress with the construction of its 6- 
inch line from Healdton to Cushing. When 
this line is completed the Roxana will be 
in the market for Healdton crude and will 
make some purchases. Owners of the 
wells in Section 18-2-2 and in Section 
7-2-2 are expecting the Roxana to furnish 
a market for their crude when the Yar- 
hola line is completed. 


-Northeast Eextension. 

The Oklahoma-Fox Oil Co., which has a 
its pipe now in transit and that it has its 
surveyors in the field making a survey for 
well in Section 7-2-2 northeast of the 
Healdton field which is good for some- 
thing like 100 bbls. of heavy oil, is making 
preparations to drill another well on its 
acreage. The company has capitalized at 
$75,000 and sales of stock will be made to 
raise money for drilling purposes. The 
sand found here, which produces a heavy 
oil, may never pay big dividends, but at 
1,525 feet a thin sand was found that pro- 
duced a high-grade oil. In case the sand 
thickens, an important field may be found 
not far from this drilling. The Monitor 
Oil & Gas Co. has made a number of in- 
vestments in this portion of the field, but 
so far has not done any operating. 

Interest in the country south of the 
town of Wilson is becoming somewhat 
like the country in Township 2, Range 4, 
a year or more ago, when as much as 
$250 was paid for acreage that never has 
been proven to be worth anything, In 
the 5 south and 2 west country, acreage 
has sold for as high as $75. W. S. Critch- 
low is preparing to drill in Section 8 in 
this township, G. E. Burford is drilling 
in Section 26 and other parties will drill 
in Section 16. These wells will give the 
township a very fair test. 

The Ardmill Oil & Gas Co., which drilled 
the freak well in Section 17-5s-5e in Mar- 
shall County, has gone into the hands of 
a receiver upon the petition of the Frick- 
Reid Supply Co. The court appointed C. 
P. Smith as receiver for the company 
and instructed him to pull the casing from 
the well, abandon it and sell the assets of 
the company at private sale to the best 
advantage. This well was drilled to a 
total depth of 2,004 feet. 

Dundee Petroleum Co., in Section 9- 
6-6 in Marshall County, is drilling at a 
depth of approximately 1,200 feet, and 
the formation is a black shale something 
similar to the shale in which the high- 
grade oil in the Ardmill well was found. 
Indian Chief, in Section 19-7s-5e, and Dan- 
iel Waite, in Section 23 of the same town- 





ship, are both drilling and both have had 
gas and oil showings, as has also the 
Dundee in its well. A portion of the oil 
fraternity still has great faith in Mar- 
shall County, while others who were 
“stung’’ when the Arbuckle field was 
drilled in do not have much confidence in 
the oil and gas showings of that area. 

Robert Watchorn, who has three drill- 
ing wells near Healdton, has made two 
other locations. One of the new wells is 
located in Section. 30-4-3 and the other in 
Section 20-5-3. His well in Section 7-4-2, 
east of Healdton, has been drilled to a 
depth of 2,470 feet and is waiting for 
5 3-16-inch casing. His well in Section 
20-4-3 on the Newton farm has been aban- 
doned at 1,825 feet and the rig is being 
skidded 300 feet north, where a new hole 
will be started. His well in Section 16-5-3 
is drilling at 2,345 feet. 


Leasing at Woodbine. 


Gulf Production Co., which is known in 
Oklahoma as the Gypsy Oil Co., is block- 
ing a large acreage about Woodbine, 10 
miles east of Gainesville, Tex. The struc- 
ture here was located by Mr. Munn, the 
Gypsy’s geologist and the company will 
probably begin drilling operations there 
within a short time. L. W. Burrow, for 
Potter & Burrow, leased 1,000 acres there, 
and the Fortuna Oil Co. also has been 
busy there. The Fortuna company is 
drilling two wells near that area. One is 
six miles southwest of Dexter and the 
other is 15 miles east of Sherman. The 
Dexter well is at a depth of 1,200 feet and 
the Sherman well has a rig up. 

In Section 34-3-3, in the Healdton field, 
two wells are starting. One is in the 
southwest corner of the section and is be- 
ing drilled by Parton-Ertel and others, and 
a half mile west of the center of the sec- 
tion the Rufi Oil Co. spudded in a test 
last Saturday evening. These wells are 
drilling for the McDonald sand. J.F.E. 


SIX TESTS ARE STARTING IN 
KANSAS’ NEW OIL DISTRICT 





DILWORTH, Okla., Feb. 6.—A thorough 
test of a new Kansas district, in Ells- 
worth County, is starting, with indica- 
tions of a lively drilling campaign there 
during the next few months at least, as 
a trip just completed through that local- 
ity bears evidence. The Shamrock-Cush- 
ing Co., of Tulsa, began operations south 
of Ellsworth about 90 days ago, when it 
secured 5,000 acres in a block on a con- 
tract to drill within 60 days. This test is 
now about 350 feet deep on the Hysell 
farm, in the southeast corner of Section 
4-17-8 west. 

Since the Shamrock-Cushing Co. start- 
ed, the Carter, Gypsy and Producers com- 
panies have secured and assembled acre- 
age also, and the Carter is starting two 
holes. The locality is being visited daily 
by various scouts and other oil representa- 
tives and is becoming a place of consid- 
erable activity. The Shamrock-Cushing 
test is to be 2,500 feet deep, if necessary. 
There are several gas wells in Ellsworth 
territory, drilled several years ago, the 
gas being found, it is said, at about 1,100 
feet. The territory has been thoroughly 
geologized. C.B.S. 





USED NINE TONS OF DYNAMITE. 


DILWORTH, Okla., Feb. 5.—In laying 2 
pipe line across the north portion of the 
Osage Indian country for the American 
Pipe Line Co. more than nine tons of 
dynamite have been used in the construc- 
tion in a distance of 35 miles, or more 
than twice the amount ever used before 
in twice the distance, by Fred Ossenbeck 
the contractor. He said recently that th« 
line is laid over the roughest stretch of 
country he has ever worked in, in this 
kind of construction. The American has 
secured a big bunch of leases north ci 
Pawhuska and is opening a gas field 
there, at Blackland. The pipe line is be- 
laid from Sedan to Blackland. 














Wright Wire Rope for Oil Field Service 


Is the best drilling cable that money can buy. 
Manufacturing our own wire insures uniformity of product, which, together 
with skilled workmanship and careful inspection, guarantees to the purchaser a 
drilling cable unsurpassed by any other manufactured. The name isa guarantee. 


WRIGHT WIRE COMPANY 
WORCESTER, MASS. 


H. W. BLACK, Sales Agent 


206, 207 Seaman Bidg., TULSA, OKLA 
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Gulf Coast O 


il Operations 


By P L. McGREAL 


HUMBLE’S TWO COMPLETIONS. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Feb. 5.—Aside from 
two good wells in the deep section of the 
Humble pool,.the week in the Gulf Coast 
region has been uneventful, the com- 
pletions in the other pools being just 
average wells. The Goose Creek pool, the 
center of activity in South Texas at this 
time, failed to furnish a well during the 
week, although the daily average output 
of oil shows an increase when compared 
with the production figures for the week 
previous. This is due to the two last 
completions in that pool materially in- 
creasing their output over the initial flow. 

The estimated daily average of the 
Gulf Coast region for the week is placed 
at 74,640 bblis., the Humble and Goose 
Creek pools, both showing increases. The 
figures for each pool is as follows: 

Batson, 2,100 bbls.; Bland, Ansela Bute 
and Welsh combined, 140 bbls.; Edgerly, 
4,920 bbls.; Goose Creek, 13,375 bbls.; Hum- 





ble, 23,600 bbis.; Jennings, 1,475 bbls.; | 
Markham, 370 bbls.; Spindletop, 850 bbls.; , 
Saratoga, 1,990 bbls.; Sour Lake, 22,170 


bbls.; Vinton, 3,500 bbls.; Dayton, 160 bbls. 

The Humble pool ranks in the lead for 
the week, both in the number of wells 
completed and the amount of new pro- 
duction. The joint well of the Gulf Pro- 
duction Co. and Blaffer & Farish, No. 24 
Paraffine 40-acre lease, is the best well. 
It started flowing 2,800 bbls. when fin- 
ished around 2,900 feet. The Invincible 
Oil Co.’s No. 49-B fee came in early in the 
week, flowing 1,800 bbls. from 2,785 feet. 
-The Unity Oil Co. abandoned No. 67 Mc- 
Fadden in the first named pool at 1,150 
feet, and in the last named Bettis et al. 
quit in water at 1,100 feet. The Rio Bravo | 
Oil Co. completed No. 354 fee at 1,350 
feet and has a 50-bbl. well. In the Edger- 
ly pool the Gulf Refining Co.’s No. 3 Reed 
is making 250 bbls. on the beam. In the 
Vinton pool the Gulf Co.’s No. 37 Gard- 
iner-Noble came in flowing 1,500 bbls. of 
oil and water and is now flowing 50 bbls., 
with a large percentage of water and sedi- 
ment. The company’s No. 24 Vincent in 
this pool is doing 100 bbls. on the beam. 
The Cinton Petroleum Co. and Gulf Coast 
Oil Co. have a 240-bbl. pumper in No. 1 
Vinton, a joint test. The Producers Oil 
Co. abandoned the deep test on the Buc- 
holtz in the Batson pool around 3,800 feet. 
It was a mile northeast of the old limits. 

Field Operations. 

Two locations have been made in the 
Batson pool, in addition to that of the 
Phoenix Oil Co. which was made last 
week. The Paraffine Oil Co. is starting 
No. 9 Prairie, to be a deep test. The Ada 
Belle Oil Co. is commencing No. 4 on the 


Milhome, the location being about 250 
feet east from No. 3 Milhome, the loca- 
tion being about 250 feet east from No. 3 
Milhome. The Gulf Production Co. is be- 


low 2,400 feet in No. 55 Choate and the 
United Production Co. is drilling No. 4 
Thresher at 1,623 feet. The Gulf Co. has 
set strainer in No. 2 Christain Oil Co. 
lease for a test at 1,876 feet. 

Bad roads and a consequent scarcity 
of material have caused a delay in fin- 
ishing wells in the Goose Creek pool. The 
opening of a channel from the Houston 
deep waterway to the mouth of Goose 
Creek will greatly facilitate the work of 
getting material into the pool by barges. 
The Atlas Oil Co., of Shreveport, in which 
P. J. White, formerly of White & Sin- 
clair Co., is interested, has a derrick up 
for a test on the Wiggins tract. Thos. 
W. White, of the Sinclair Oil & Refining 


Co., is in Houston and has opened an of- 
,fice here in the Chronicle Building, thus 
giving color to the reports that the Sin- 
clair people have entered the Gulf Coast 


section and that the pipe line and refinery 
will be constructed. C. T. Rucker has set 
strainer in No. 1 Armstrong and is bail- 
ing the hole. Staiti et al. have resumed 
work in Duke No. 1 and are drilling 
around 3,350 feet. This is the deepest 
hole thus far drilled in the pool. The 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. is drilling No. 2 
Duke at 1,245 feet and over on the Scor- 
rega, to the north and west of the Duke. 
The Gulf Production Co. is below 2,500 





feet in No. 1. The Central Goose Creek 


Oil Co. is drilling No. 1 Jones below 2,300 
feet. Meyers et al.’s No. 2 Tabb, the big 
gasser, has been successfully capped. The 
American Production Co.’s No. 1 Penin- 
sula is temporarily shut down at 2,245 feet 
waiting on pipe. Bennett et al.’s No. 2 
McKay is drilling below 1,800 feet. The 
Sutherland Oil Co. is rigging up for No. 1 
north of the Humble Iron Works ware- 
house. On the Hughes, Simms et al. are 
drilling Nos. 3 and 4 around 850 feet. The 
American Production Co. is below 2,300 
feet in No. 1 Jones and around 2,200 feet 
with No. 1 Pelly. The Houston Deep 
Well Oil Co. is below 2,300 feet in No. 5 
Gilliard and around 1,700 feet with No. 6 
on the same lease. 


Sour Lake and Saratoga. 


At Sour Lake the Gulf Production Co. 
and Humble Oil Co. are trying to re-set 
strainer in No. 15 Hardin County Oil Co. 
lands, the big well that came in 10 days 
ago and flowed wild for several hours be- 
fore choking itself with sand. Pace et al. 
have taken over the holdings of the Hud- 
son-White Oil Co. on the Hardin and are 
rigging to drill. The Hudson-White Co. 
drilled two holes on this acreage, No. 1 
being a producer and No. 2 abandoned 
around 3,700 feet. Pace et al. are starting 
north of No. 1. Simms et al.’s No. 1 fee is 
drilling around 2,700 feet, after a fishing 
job, and No. 2 is below 1,600 feet. Both 
of these rigs have been shut down waiting 
for pipe. Houston’s Texas Petroleum Co.’s 
No. 1, north of the Simms et al. tests, 
has also resumed work, drilling below 
3.225 feet. The Boston-Texas Oil Co.’s 
No. 3 Gilbert is likewise a deep test, the 
drill being around 3,350 feet. Hankamer 
et al. are rigging for No. 4 Swayne in the 





porarily shut down at 1,500 feet. 
test is several miles south of production. 
West of the pool, the Atlantic & Gulf 
Production Co. is drilling No. 2 on the 
Bodman at 3,224 feet and No. 3 at 3,000 
feet. As before mentioned, both of these 
tests are interesting and attracting con- 
siderable attention on account of. their 
location. and the possibilities of develop- 
ing something to the west. On the north 
side of the pool, the Onalaska Oil Co. 
has started No. 2-B on the House, across 
the San Jacinto River, and is drilling at 
1,923 feet. No. 2-A was abandoned on 
account of pipe stuck in the hole. The 
Producers Oil Co. has a well under way 
on the House tract—No. 7—which has 
been shut down for some time at 2,865 
feet. The Permit Oil Co. has started No. 
1 House and is drilling at 4506 feet. The 
starting of this hole has been delayed on 
account of litigation over title to the 
lease. 


No tests are drilling on the east side of 
the Stevenson, that tract seemingly, for 
the present at least, marking the eastern 
boundary line of the pool. On the old 
Landslide property, the Producers Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 215 below 1,900 feet, and the 
Southern Petroleum Co. is rigging for No. 
18 on the sub-lease there held by this 
company from the Producers Oil Co. The 
Landslide tract constitutes part of the 
Hermann lands that were recently pur- 
chased in fee by the Invincible Oil Co. 
The latter company is drilling No. 51 on 
the old Hermann 500 acres around 2,800 
feet and No. 52 at 2,234 feet. The com- 
pany is rigging for No. 53. The Produc- 
ers Oil Co. is drilling No. 20 Carroll Oil 
& Gas Co. lease around 3,300 feet and No. 
10 on the Burt 100 acres at 2,267 feet. No. 
11 on the Burt 50 acres is around 2,875 
feet. The Carroll & Burt acreages are 
in the Stevenson survey and north of the 
big wells brought in last year on the 
Stevenson by the Producers Oil Co. and 
the Republic Production Co. Southwest 








AUTOMOBILES “STALLED” IN THE MUD ON 


ROAD LEADING TO GOOSE 


CREEK POOL. 


old Shoestring district. The Lake Gra- 
ham Oil Co. is working over and deepen- 
ing old holes on the Bashara, preparing 
now to sidetrack No. 7 on this lease at 
1,650 feet. The Lake Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 13- Herbert at 1,305 feet and the Prim- 
rose Oil Co.’s No. 5 Finkelstein at 1,000 
feet. The Producers Oil Co. has started 
Nos. 288 and 289 fee, offsetting No. 16 
Hardin of the Gulf-Humble Oil Co. The 
Texas and Sun pipe line companies are 
extending their gathering lines in the pool 
to leases where they have contracts to 
take the production at $1.25 and $1.30 per 
barrel. 

The week has little of interest to offer 
in the Saratoga pool, and but few rigs 
are running. Payne et al. are drilling No. 
1 Petty at 856 feet, and the Rio Bravo Oil 
Co. is rigging up for No. 355 fee, the der- 
rick being located about 250 feet east of 
No. 254 fee, the recent completion on this 
tract. Bettis et al. got water in No. 1 
Ogden when a test was made around 
1,100 feet. 

Humble Operations. 

Preparations have been completed to go 
back into the test started by the Gas 
Lake Oil Co. on the Victor Blanco league, 
south of the Morris tract, which was tem- 





of the pool, the Singleton Ranch Oil Co. 
is’ sidetracking on the Singleton ranch 
around 2,900 feet. In the cap rock and 
shallow-sand sections of the pool the Huff- 
stuttler Oil Co. is drilling No. 13 Hermann 
at 700 feet, with a derrick located for No. 
14. The Gulf Coast Oil Corporation is 
below 1,160 feet in No. 2 Weed and pre- 
paring to set strainer. The Great State 
Oil Co. is drilling No. 4 Weed around 500 
feet. The National Oil & Refining Co. 
has a derrick up for No. 8 on the Wim- 
berly, and O’Neill & Glass are around 
1,200 feet in No. 3 Isaacs. Hancock et 
al.’s No. 3 Bender is shut down at 1,040 
feet, and the Gulley Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Bender at 645 feet. The Producers 
Oil Co. is below 550 feet with No. 182 Ma- 
son. On the River lease the Sun Co. is 
around 2,500 feet in No. 18, with a der- 
rick up for No. 19 and a location made 
for No. 20. The Gulf Production Co. has 
assigned 60 acres out of the W. B. Ad- 
ams survey to John O’Neill, and W. J. 
Brown has secured two acres out of the 
Echols from A. J. Binz et al. and one acre 
out of the same subdivision from F. P. 
Crow. The consideration is unknown. 
The Imperial Oil Co. transferred a lease 
on seven acres out of the Strange survey 


This: 





to S. G. Northrop, and the Dixie Oil & 
Gas Co. transferred Lots 4, 7, 8 and 9 of 
the Bailey subdivision of the James 
Strange survey to W. H. Bailey et al. for 
$1,125 and other considerations. Burt & 
Griffith have secured an extension of the 
leases on 1,192 acres out of the Lubicios 
and Upshaw surveys, southwest of the 
pool, from T. E. Howell, until Jan. 21, 
1918, and the Consolidated Oil & Gas Co. 
extended to H. D. Reynolds et al. the 
lease qn 16 2-3 acres out of the Ashbury 
tract, north ond northwest of the Humble 
pool. 
South Louisiana. 

In the Vinton pool, the Gum Cove Oil 
Co. is drilling No. 4 Luckey at 1,800 feet, 
and the Vinton Petroleum Co.’s No. 8 
Harmony is below that depth in gumbo. 
The Producers Oil Co. is pulling the 6-inch 
casing from No. 6 Vincent, and the Res- 
cue Oil Co. is trying to do the same 
thing with its No. 6 Vincent. The Wilson- 
Broach Oil Co. is rigging to start No. 7 
Park. The Gulf Refining Co. is drilling 
No. 15 Star at below 2,400 feet and get- 
ting ready. to work over No. 16 Vincent, 
an old hole. The Gulf.Co. is drilling No. 
2 A. Gardiner at 2,800 feet. Its No. 36 
Gardiner-Noble is around 2,200 feet and 
drilling ahead. Radcliff et al. are below 
2,150 feet with No. 1 Vincent. 


Considerable new work is starting, or - 


is scheduled to start, northeast, east and 
south of the Edgerly pool. In the pool 
proper, 10 rigs are running, the Gulf Re- 
fining Co. leading in development work, 
drilling on the Bright-Penn, Higgins and 
Reed leases. The Victor Oil Co. is drill- 
ing No. 11 Lilliard below 2,300 feet, with 
6-inch set at about 2,200 feet. This com- 
pany is going into deepen No. 7 Lilliard, 
an old hole, from 3,300 feet. The Chaistan 
Oil Co. is going back into No. 1 Burton, 
and the Gulf Coast Oil Corporation is 
drilling No. 1 Fairchild below 2,70. feet. 
This company is below 2,300 feet in No. 1 
Hewitt, a wildcat, three miles northeast 
of the pool. Kansas City people are large- 
ly interested in the Gulf Coast Oil Cor- 
poration. Strange et al. are below 800 
feet in the northwest corner of Section 
25 on the Drew, and Wainwright et al. 
are drilling at 2,300 feet about a mile and 
a half to the west. The Banker Oil Co. 
has started into an old test about 10 
miles southeast from Edgerly. M. C. 
Mowrey, of Detroit, Mich., has taken a 
lease on about 400 acres northwest of 
Stark, La. There was a blowout on this 
acreage four years ago. The Louisiana 
Exploration Co. has been organized under 
the laws of Virginia by Chicago parties 
to drill on fee lands in Calcasieu Parish 
for which the company paid Col. S. S. 
Hunter, of Shreveport, La., $10,000. H. J. 
Phillips and C. J. Horn, both of Chicago, 
are president and secretary, respectively 
of the new company. The Pelican Oil Co., 
composed of Lake Charles parties, have 
started a test in the Edgerly pool. 


Wildcat Developments. 

Much interest is being manifested in 
the work of the Gulf Refining Co. six 
miles from New Iberia, Iberia Parish, La. 
Whiie the territory has been exploied be- 
fore without encouraging results, oper- 
ators are not overlooking any spots in 
these days of high prices, and the tests 
are being closely watched. The Gulf 
well has been bailed and looks like a small 
pumper below 1,200 feet. The New Iberia 
Oil Co. is drilling below 950 feet about 
450 yards away, and the Plaquemine Oil 
& Gas Co. has let a contract to A. W. 
Allison, of Shreveport, to drill two wells 
in the Bayou la Rompe district. Port 
Arthur parties are organizing to drill east 
of Lake Sabine, 10 miles from there. It 
will be the fifth test drilled in that sec- 
tion. The Sullivan Oil Co. has worked 
over an old hole, temporarily abandoned 
about eight months ago, located two mi:¢s 
north of Hallettsville, Lavacca Coun'y, 
Tex., to around 2,900 feet, where a show- 
ing is reported. The hole will be bailed. 
The Gulf Production Co. has suspended 
work at White Point, in the Corpus 
Christi gas district, for the present and 
moved the rigs and material into the 
Goose Creek pool. The test of the Ram- 
sey Oil Co. at Anglita is below 2,350 feet. 
The Southern Gas Co. is drilling ahead in 
the test in that vicinity that showed 4 
pocket of gas at 1,425 feet. M. Aredondo, 
of Mexico, is reported to have taken over 
the holdings of the Sullivan Oil Co. in 
Lavaca County and will start another test 
in addition to the one now being bailed. 
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NEW STATE OIL MAPS OF OKLAHOMA AND KANSAS 


Compiled from GOVERNMENT DATA, showing the oil development to date. 
The only general maps on the market showing DEPTH 
DIAN NATION BOUNDARIES, INTERURBAN 
COUNTY BOUNDARIES. These maps are sectionized and section numbered, 
and are the only State Oil Maps showing CORRECT 
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Size 54’’x76’’—the largest State Oil Maps on the market. 
Price $15.00 each, printed on linen and mounted on hangers. 
Can be joined together, making an excellent wall map. 
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The ‘‘Oilwell’’ Rotary Pump will work against any pressure and 
has a capacity which, together with the pressure, is only limited by 
the power of the driving unit. 

It can be driven by any power, either by direct drive or belt drive, 
and operates with great efficiency at either fast or slow speeds. 


The pump is compact, has few working parts, and needs no 
lubrication. No valves or rods to get out of order and need adjust- 
ment. No attention necessary beyond turning on the power. 


PITTSBURGH, U. S. A. 


“OILWELL” ROTARY PUMP 


DOCK PATENT, FEB. 17, 1914 
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EVERYTHING FOR 
OIL WELLS 


BRANCH STORES IN 
ALL OIL FIELDS 





Inside View. 


The compactness of this outfit gives maximum volume and pres- 
sure with minimum weight. This makes the outfit especially adapted 
for drilling rigs and meets with great favor with the contractor. For 
example: an outfit weighing 1000 pounds will furnish 30 bbls. of 
water per hour against 400 lbs. pressure, or 60 bbls per hour against 
200 lbs. pressure. 


The ‘‘Oilwell’’? Rotary Pump will pump any liqui’. 
























































“Republic” 











LINE, DRIVE and DRILL PIPE 


TUBING and CASING 


Full Standard Weight Steam, Gas and 
Water Pipe—Black and Galvanized. 
Extra Strong and Double Extra Strong 


Republic Iron and Steel Co. 


General Offices, Republic Building 
- YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


Sales Offices: 
BIRMINGHAM CHICAGO CLEVELAND’ DALLAS PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 
BUFFALO CINCINNATI DETROIT NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA ST. LOUIS 
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The Galveston County Oil Co. is drilling 
below 2,750 feet near Texas City. The 
South Texas Petroleum Co. is drilling be- 
low 2,000 feet near Dobbin, Montgomery 
County, and Dr. P. S. Griffith is around 
1,300 feet in the test under way on the 
lands of the Northern Irrigation Co., four 
miles northeast of the Markham pool. 
Abercrombie et al. are below 2,800 feet 
in the test south of Nome, Jefferson Coun- 
ty, and the Aranco Oil Co. is around 2,200 
feet on the Oswald in the same county. 
In Hardin County, McLean et al. are 
starting on the Gaines survey, six miles 
south of the Saratoga pool, and the Bat- 
son Oil & Gas Co. is drilling around 1,500 
feet on the Ewing lands, five miles north 
of the Batson pool. The Forrest-David 
Oil Co. is trying to set packer on the 
lands of the McShane Oil Co., two miles 
south of the Sour Lake pool, to shut off 
the water. The Lone Star Oil Co. has 
abandoned the test three miles south of 
the Batson pool and are rigging to start 
five miles southeast of the pool. The 
Magdalene Oil Co. pulled out No. 1 Lo- 
paz, two miles north of production at 
Batson This hole was abandoned at 
3,900 feet some months ago. 


Burt & Griffith havea derrick up at 
Cypress, Harris County, and C. T. Rucker 
who have beein active in the Goose 
Creek excitement, will start a test there 
also, having taken over a part of the 
Burt & Griffith holdings. The Katy Oil 
& Development Co. is below 2,100 feet at 
Katy, 6-inch having been set at 1,650 feet. 
In Brazoria County, Gibson, Walace & 
Zahniser have a fishing job below 1,100 
feet at Rattlesnake Mound. The test by 
the State on the Clements convict farm in 
that County is drilling below 2,000 feet. 
In the Damon Mound district the South 
Texas-Dakota Land & Development Co. 
is drilling near Manor Lake at 600 feet. 
Four of the tests under way by the Texas 
Exploration Co. in that district are tem- 
porarily shut down at depths ranging 
from 900 to 3,450 feet. These are on the 
Wisdom, Norton and Bryan tracts. Three 
rigs are running, one each on the Wis- 
dom, Becker and Fortdran, with derricks 
up on the Mays and Malchey. The drill- 
ing tests are from 400 on the Fortdran 
to 2,345 on the Wisdom. The latter is 
No. 5 on this tract. Cummings et al. are 
shut down in No. 1 Cushing, and the 
Damon-Humble Oil Co. has two derricks 
up on the Hilleyer subdivision. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. is drilling No. 3 and No. 5 
at Hoskins Mound in Brazoria County, 
the former being below 1,400 feet and the 
later around 900 feet. No. 4 was aban- 
doned last month. This company is also 
drilling two tests at West Columbia. No. 
2 on the Smith is around 2,400 feet and 
No. 5 Kiser is below 1,600 feet. Gardiner 
et al have quit at Chenango at 1,800 feet. 
In Liberty County, Pitts et al. are drill- 
ing at about 2,400 feet, the location being 
in what is known locally as the Hogwal- 
low district, about eight miles south from 
Dayton. The Empire Oil & Gas Co. is 
drilling No. 3 Minchey survey around 
1,400 feet ,the location being about three 
miles south from Liberty station on the 
main line of the Southern Pacific. Ram- 
son et al. No. 1 Minchey is shut down at 
645 feet and the joint test of the Gulf 
Production Co. and the Humble Oil Co. at 
Davis Hill is below 1,600 feet. The same 
interests are drilling No. 3 on the Collier, 
a joint test, at 1,367 feet. This is off the 
deme at Barber’s Hill, Chambers County. 
The Gum Island Oil & Gas Co. has gone 
into an old hole near Winnie. in this 
county, to drill deeper from 1,550 feet. 
Jackson et al. are starting south of Dick- 
inson, Galveston County, and the United 
Producers Oil Association is rigging to 
drill near Leeds City. Unconfirmed re- 
ports from Rockdale state a small well 
has been developed by Brown et al. at a 
shallow depth in the northern part of the 
county, west of the Brazos River. 

The Producers Oil Co.’s No. 1 Gray, 
north of the Markham pool, is still gas- 








ing at a rate estimated at 2,000,000 feet 
a day. 
Personals. 

A. B. Steen, consulting engineer of. the 
Producers Oil Co., with headquarters 
here, has been called to his home at Hope, 
Ark., by the death of Mrs. Steen’s moth- 
er, Mrs. J. H. B. Brooks. The remains 
were taken to Oil City, Pa., for burial. 

J. W. Atkins, vice president and general 
manager of the Caddo Oil & Refining Co., 
of Shreveport, is here inspecting the 
Coastal pools. 











E. F. Blaie, of Tulsa, representing J. C. 
Wrightsman, the Oklahoma operator, has 
been looking over the Goose Creek pool 
during the week. 

M. A. Spellacy, who is known as Don 
Miguel in Mexico, has gone east, after 
spending several weeks in Houston. 

Erick K. Kuhnle, chief chemist at the 
Tampico refinery of the Pierce Oil Cor- 
poration, is in Beaumont taking treatment 
for a severe case of malaria contracted 
in the southern fields. 








By F. W. 


SHORTAGE OF WATER. 





MINERAL WELLS, Tex., Feb. 5—There 
is nothing out of the ordinary to report 
from the defined area in North Texas 
this week, as the few completions are 
only small or medium-sized and no excit- 
ing event has occurred to disturb the 
humdrum of the usual drilling activity. 
The drouth is still with us and many wells 
are shut down in consequence. Operators 
are still busy securing leases in wildcat 
territory, but few holes are being started 
as it is impossible to obtain water with 
which to drill. The news item that ap- 
pears to have created the most interest 
in circles where it is known, is that de- 
scribing the finding of two or three hun- 
dred feet of fluid in the hole at the deep 
test on the Chestnut ranch, south of 
Mineral Wells, in Palo Pinto County and 
the finding of a producing sand in the 
test being drilled on the Binney farm, 
northwest of Strawn, in Stephens County. 

At Electra and Burkburnett. 

In the proven field at Electra three 
wells were brought in, the most impor- 
tant and the largest producer being the 
Magnolia Petroleum Co., No. 5 Piper, 
drilled in at 1,940 feet, with 10 feet of 
sand, good for 95 bbls. This is rather a 
disappointment, as the other wells com- 
pleted on this tract recently have had 
a much greater output. The Producers 
Oil Co., Waggoner No. 71, which has been 
drilled deeper after failing in the shal- 
lower sand was completed at 1,963 feet, 
a 50-bbl. well and Waggoner No. 120 
drilled to 2,093 feet and plugged back to 
2,024 feet, was good for 25 bbls. 

Culbertson et al, on Waggoner Bros. 
land, appear to have plugged back their 
No. 5 from 1,740 to a sand passed at 1,510 
feet and are bailing, with oil in the hole, 
and have resumed drilling on No. 6. There 
is some shallow production in the vicinity 
and it is thought that a deeper pay has 
been found. Practically all of the acreage 
in this section has been leased and others 
are now making plans to drill. H. &.T. 
Cc. No. 19, of the Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
is being cleaned out after shooting at 
1,970 feet, but the result is‘ not yet know 
and the casing is being pulled from Brew- 
er-Honaker No. 1, drilled to 1,978 feet. 

Burkburnett shows up with seven com- 
pletions, six of them being small wells 
and the seventh a dusted. Of these the 
largest was the Magnolia Petroleum Co.’s 
No. 25 Schmoker, a 25-bbl. well, com- 
pleted at 1,802 feet and the same com- 
pany’s No. 32 Reilly was a 5-bbl. fell at 
605 feet; the Producers Oil Co. drilled in 
its No. 1 Ruyle at 606 feet, good for 5 
bbls.; McBride’s Lohoefner No. 3 pro- 
duced 10 bbls. at 1,690 feet; Chenault et 
al. No. 3 Warren was good for 15 bbls. 
at 1,591 feet and Bradford’s Rexford No. 1 
was a 10 bbl. well at 536 feet, while Gulf 
Production Co. No. 6 Gaunt was dry at 
756 feet and has been abandoned. 

At Petrolia the Producers Oil Co. has 
abandoned three of its deep tests as dry. 
These were Sawdon No. 1, plugged at 
2,500 feet, Martin No. 1 at 2,460 feet and 





sing. It came in about 10 days ago blow- 


H. D. Stein No. 1, drilled to 2,525 feet. 








In The Texas Panhandle 


BRIDGE 


The casing has been pulled from the 
three holes. 


Activity In Archer County. 

Although the scarcity of water is badly 
hampering the effort of the operators in 
Archer County and has caused the sus- 
pension of work on some of the wells, the 
excitement over the field in the vicinity 
of Holliday has not subsided, in fact it 
appears to have received -encouragement 
from the recent showings in two or three 
of the wells that are drilling. The Gulf 
Production Co. well, drilling on the Mc- 
Call & Sanderson land, southeast of Holli- 
day, has had two showings, one at about 
550 feet and the other at 1,100 feet and is 
now drilling at 1,500 feet, while the test 
on the Kemper & Kempner land, north- 
west of Holliday is drilling at 750 feet. 
The same company has a rig built for 
another test on the Owens tract, south- 
east of Holliday. The location is in the 
northwest corner of the Owens, while 
the dry hole drilled to 2,000 feet last 
year, was in the southeast corner of the 
tract. 

The Big Bluff Oil Co. also got a show- 
ing in its well at 650 feet and gas at 540, 
while the South Side Oil Co. has plugged 
back its well, which was dry at 1,720, to 
the 1,630-foot sand and is testing that 
stratum for oil and gas, as some gas is 
coming from the sand. 

Reese Allen et al. on the Woodrun 
ranch, are shut down waiting for fuel at 
1,230 feet and the 400 Oil Co. is ready to 
spud in on the Neatherly, and will prob- 
ably do so Monday. Southeast of Pan- 
ther No. 3 the Plains Oil Co. of Tulsa, 
Okla., has secured from Joe Art & Co. 
of Wichita Falls, 324 acres out of the 
original lease, and is now moving on the 
tract to drill a well. The consideration 
is unknown, beyond the fact that Art & 
Co., are being carried for an interest. 

A water company has been organized 
in Wichita Falls and it is proposed to 
lay mains from the Little Wichita River 
to the field and supply the drilling wells 
from there. 

New Find In Stephens County. 

From Stephens County comes the news 
that a paying sand was found in the T. 
& P. well drilling on the Binney land, 
northwest of Strawn. The sand was en- 
countered at 1,704 feet and drilled to 
1,765 feet, showing two million feet of 
gas and, after a break of three feet, more 
sand to 1,793 feet. In this lower stratum 
the oil was found, estimated to be good 
for eight or ten bbls. The well is shut 
down waiting orders. T. & P. Coal Co. 
Harrison No. 1 has been abandoned, with 
several strings of tools in the hole, at 
about 810 feet. This well was about a 
quarter of a mile southeast of the Binney. 
This company’s deep test on the Wright, 
near Caddo, is drilling at 3,310 feet in 
very hard lime; at Coody well trouble is 
being experienced in shutting off the 
water from the gas sand, as the packer 
on the 6-inch has not been seated yet 
and the casing will probably have to be 
pulled again. This is a _ 4,000,000-foot 
gasser. The well on the Sloan, near 
Crystal Falls is shut down at 2,150 feet 














waiting cable. The T. & P. Coal Co. 
have made two new locations west of 
Wayland, one on the Booher farm and 
the other on the Maxwell farm. Con- 
tractes have been let for the drilling of 
these tests and the material is at Hast- 
land ready to hauled out. 

Producers Oil Co. Parks No. 2 has a 
fishing job at 1,225 feet and the big gas 
flow at 2,040 feet on the Smith has been 
cased off and drilling resumed, to test 
out the underlying oil sands. Parks No. 
1 is still flowing and the Producers Oil 
Co. has several thousand barrels of oil 
in tanks on the ground and last week 
sold 200 bbls. to the Gulf Production Co. 
to be used as fuel for the drilling of its 
well on the Fincher property, which is 
already rigged and will spud in Monday. 
Two water wells have ben drilled to sup- 
ply water for this test and water is also 
being hauled in tanks from a creek. The 
Gulf Production Co. has also secured 
acreage near the town of Necessity and 
is making a location on the Crowell land, 
west of the town. 

At Strawn, in Palo Pinto Couuty, the 
T. & P. Coal Co. got a 40-bbl. well, reach- 
ing the sand at 872 feet and drilling in 
at 890 with Fee No. 131%; Fee No. 132 is 
drilling at 570 feet and Fee No. 133 is a 
new location, 500 feet soutn and 250 feet 
east of No. 131. The company has also 
started drilling on the Robinson farm, 
four miles north of Strawn, the location 
being 200 feet east and 200 feet north of 
the southwest corner of the southeast 
quarter of Section No. 77. The Barton 
Valley Oil Co. has a crooked hole in its 
test south of Gordon and is shut down 
at 1,750 feet. 

Chestnut Test Interesting. 

Much interest is being manifested in 
the test on the Chestnut ranch, being 
drilled by the Empire Gas & Fuel Co., 
which was shut down a few days ago 
on top of the sand at 4,220 feet, and the 
fraternity are arriving in Mineral Wells 
daily, all anxious to see this well drilled 
in. Work was shut down pending the 
receipt of 5-inch casing and now the cas- 
inb has been received it appears that it 
is too light and heavy rotary pipe has 
been ordered shipped at once from Hous- 
ton. On Sunday the 5th a party, with 
some of the officials of the company, went 
to the well and the bailer was run in the 
hole to see if there were any cavings or 
water. The result was a bailer full of 
fluid resembling kerosene, or distillate, 
and this being reported in Mineral Wells 
on the return of the party, has caused a 
good deal of excitement and speculation. 
The well on the Yell farm is shut down 
temporaritly at 2,300 feet. 

Palmer & Owens, drilling on _ the 
Jacques farm have straightened the hole 
and are drilling at 600 feet. 

The Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. on the Beld- 
ing ranch is fishing at the new rig and has 
encountered a sand at 1,730 feet in the 
test being drilled by the Star rig. This 
is apparently a gas sand and will be 
tested out and if sterile the hole will be 
abandoned.. On the Holt, north of Palo 
Pinto, Andy Urban, drilling for Sinclair 
Oil & Gas Co. has set 10-inch casing at 
954 feet and is drilling. 

The Cunningham land, north and west 
of Palo Pinto and northeast of the Watson 
ranch, has been leased to W. N. McNabb 
of the Empire Gas & Fuel Co. at a price 
of $1 per acre, the tracts containing about 
2,400 acres. As the 20,000-acre Watson 
ranch was already under lease to the 
Empire Co. and it has had its geologists 
and surveyors at work in the neighbor- 
hood for a long time, it appears that 
some work is contemplated in that vicin- 
ity also, although nothing has been given 
out yet. . 

In Taylor County, near Aberdeen, the 
Hunch Oil & Gas Co. has made a loca- 
tion on the Boyer land, on the southwest 
corner of Section 8, and will drill a well 
as soon as a machine can be obtained. 

In Hill County, the Kelso-Graham (il 
Co. of Shreveport, La., has secured a 
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15 Reeves Vertical Gas Engines Installed 
in Gasoline Plants in Past Four Months 





HIS demonstrates that the higher 

first cost, economical, and reliable 

Gas Engine of the vertical type is 
being recognized by the oil men as a 
competitor of the two-cycle and cheaper 
engines installed heretofore almost ex- 
clusively in the oil field. 


Expressions of satisfaction from owners 
and repeat orders evidence the appreciation 
of ‘‘higher grade’’ instead of ‘‘cheap 
first cost.’’ 








Engines built for direct connection to 
Compressors and Generators as well as 
belt driven. 


Send all inquiries for engines and line 
work to 





THREE 175-H,. P. THREE-CYLINDER -REEVES GAS ENGINES. BELT CONNECTED TO INGER- 
SOLL RAND GASOLINE COMPRESSORS IN GASOLINE PLANT OF 
THE B. B. STROUD CO., BRADFORD, PA, 


HOPE ENGINEERING & SUPPLY CO. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. MT. VERNON, OHIO TULSA, OKLA. 


BUILDERS OF PIPE LINES DESIGNERS AND BUILDERS OF GASOLINE RECOVERY PLANTS 




















A DUST SETTLER WITH A LARGE DEMAND 


In the home, public buildings, stores, railway stations, offices, etc., dust is one of the 
greatest menaces to health. The dust question is being discussed and measures adopt- 
ed to combat it by both physician and layman. This has assisted materially the sale of 


STANDARD 


Floor Dressing 


Wherever it has been used it has proven successful. It not only keeps down the dust but prevents the 
spread of disease germs and acts as a powerful disinfectant. It also preserves the floors and prevents 
shrinkage and splintering of the wood. ae 

Wide publicity has spread the name and fame of Standard Floor Dressing, till today it is known and used 
all over thecountry. People are being educated to the use of Standard Floor Dressing and are asking for it. 
Be ready for the business. Standard Floor Dressing comes in one and five gallon cans, also barrels. 


SOLD THROUGH JOBBERS MANUFACTURED BY 


STANDARD OIL COMPANY 


(INCORPORATED) 
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block’ of leases near Covington and will 
drill a test on the Will Haris farm, three 
miles north of the town, as soon as water 
can be obtained. 

Nine miles east of Sherman, in Grayson 
County, leasers are very active and it is 
stated that good bonuses are being paid 
for acreage, and that as soon as suffici- 
ently good sized blot¢ks can be secured 
to warant drilling tests will be started 
in search of oil and gas. 

Will Drill Deeper. 

In 1914 a well was started on the Man- 
kins land, about 10 miles southwest of 
Holliday, in Archer County, by W. W. 
Silk and associates, but after drilling to 
1,510 feet it was abandoned on account of 
the difficulty of obtaining water. This 
well has been reopened and will be drilled 
deeper, in the hope of finding pay. The 
Holliday Oil Co. is drilling at 1,200 feet. 

In Wichita County the Stone Oil Co. 
well is drilling at 1,645 feet and is ex- 
pected to reach the sand during the com- 
ing week. 

In Bastland County a test is beging 
drilled by Gilman & Lane on the James 
Daniels farm, about seven miles northeast 
of Cisco. The location is 100 feet south 
of the center of the north line of the Dan- 
ieis two 160-acre tracts. They have just 
spudded in. 

The Republic Oil & Gas Co., of Dallas, 
has secured a large block of acreage near 
the town of Granbury, in Hood County. 
A location has been made for the drilling 
of a well and a rig is being built thereon. 

Wichita Falls is to have a new supply 
store with the advent of the Frick-Reid 
Supply Co. For the present this company 
proposes to deal in pipe only, but, as pipe 
has been very scarce and hard to obtain 
for a long time, any addition to the stocks 





in the Panhandle fields will be welcome. 

It is stated that a new pipe line com- 
pany is also about to enter the field in 
Texas and that a subsidiary corporation 
of the Pierce Fordyce Association, cap- 
italized at $1,000,000, has already applied 
for a charter to do business. This char- 
ter was withdrawn later, on account of 
some defect in its make-up, but it is to be 
again presented to the Secretary of State 
at Austin for consideration within a few 
days. 

The Gulf Production Co. is preparing 
for the next drouth in the Panhandle 
field by building an immense reservoir, 
with sides and bottom of concrete, near 
the town of Clara, between the Electra 
and Burkburnett fields. This is being 
constructed in a ravine and is expected 
to solve the water question for the future, 
so far as its owners are concerned. 


Gasser on Holt Ranch. 


Late reports from the Sinclair Oil & 
Gas Co.’s well on the Holt ranch indicate 
that a flow of gas was found at 1,200 feet 
that gauges 5,000,..- feet. 

Personals. 

Among the various oil operators and 
scouts sojourning in Mineral Wells at 
present, watching developments in this 
territory, are: H. O. Ballard and H. K. 
Straight, of the Empire Gas & Fuel Co., 
Bartlesville, Okla.; Dean M. Lowe and 
J. B. Braymer, of M. A. Lowe & Son, 
Bartlesville; S. D. Felt, Breckenridge, 
Tex.; C. F. Colcord, Oklahoma City; L. J. 
Buchanan and W. H. Heath, of the Gulf 
Production Co.; S. A. McClosky and C. F. 
Sweeney, of the Producers Oil Co.; H. A. 
Johnson, of the Magnolia Petroleum Co.; 
S. W. Wells, of Chicago, and W. E. Jones, 
of Strawn. 








East Texas and Louisiana 


By M. L. 
EXTENSION TO CADDO. 





SHREVEPORT, La., Feb. 5.—Normal 
drilling operations are in progress all over 
the Nort Louisiana field, but the comple- 
tions of the past week resulted in very 
little new production. The most interest- 
ing feature of the week’s development 
was the completion of a good dry gasser 
on the Swann plantation in Section 23-21- 
14, eight miles east of production in the 
Caddo field and about a mile and a half 
east of the first well on this lease drilled 
by the Richardson Oil Co. last summer, 
which had a good showing of oil at 900 
feet and made a 3-bbl. well of 41-gravity 
oil at 2,227 feet. The company has con- 
trol of a large acreage in the vicinity and 
will use the gas from the new well for 
further development. It came in with an 
initial volume of between 5,000,000 and 
6,000,000 cubic feet and is in a direct line 
with Caddo development, with every in- 
dication of making an important exten- 
sion of the Caddo field. 

Gas development in the vicinity of Mon- 
roe, La., has attracted considerable atten- 
tion to this territory and an enormous 
acreage has been leased in surrounding 
parishes and locations made for immedi- 
ate development. Up to the present time, 
most of the development has been in 
Morehouse Parish, between 15 and 20 
miles north of Monroe, with a few tests 
in Ouachita Parish, but during the past 
week the Standard Oil Co. has been build- 
ing derrick for a test on the Richardson 
lease in Section 33-19-10 east, in West 
Carroll Parish, and the Gulf Refining Co. 
is down 350 feet in a test on the Bur- 
roughs Land Co. property in Section 24- 
15-4, Caldwell Parish. Development shows 
a steady trend eastward from the Caddo 
field, important tests being in progress 
in Bossier and Webster Parishes, and a 
location was made last week by the Atlas 





VAUGHN 


Oil Co. for No. 1 Moore in Section 22-21-7, 
Claiborne Parish, which is now rigging up 
to drill. 

In the Monroe district, two large planta- 
tions were purchased outright last week 
by local oil interests, on which drilling 
operations will be started at once, and 
one of the results of the recent boom 
caused by oil and gas development in this 
territory is the organization of a new 
national bank for the city of Monroe. It 
is expected that considerable drilling will 
be in progress here within the next 60 
days. 

Caddo and De Soto. 


No wells of any importance were com- 
pleted in the Caddo field during the past 
week, but a number of new locations were 
made. A well is being drilled by Cooney 
& Littlejohn on fee land in Section 35-21- 
16, three miles south of Lewis, a territory 
in which there has not been much drilling 
recently, but is in the heart of the Caddo 
field. The Gulf Refining Co. has derrick 
up on a lease owned by J. M. Robinson et 
al. in Section 10-20-16, two miles west of 
Oil City; the Producers Oil Co. has loca- 
tion made for School fee No. 1 in Section 
16-21-15, three miles east of Lewis, and 
the Higgins Oil & Fuel Co. is down nearly 
1,000 feet in No. 2 Tobin, Section 17-20-15, 
two miles southeast of Oil City. 


South of Ferry Lake, the Amateur Oil 
Co. is bailing at 2,300 feet in No. 6 Green, 
Section 27-20-16, and the Caddo Oil & Re- 
fining Co: has set 6-inch casing in No. 15 
Loucks in the same section. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. is bailing at 2,300 feet in 
No. 4 Teat, Section 34-20-16, and the De 
Soto Oil & Development Co. has set 6-inch 
casing in No. 3 Joyce, Section 35-20-16. 
Two miles east of Mooringsport, the Gulf 
Refining Co. is down 1,500 feet in No. 4 
Nunnaly, Section 29-20-15, and in the same 
section, the Peerless Oil Co. is arranging 
to pump No. 2 Hammett at 2,300 feet. 





In the shallow-sand district, between 
Vivian and Hosston, the Badger Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 1 Brown, Section 28-22-15, 
at 980 feet; Clark & Greer have a well 
ready to pump on the Jolly lease in Sec- 
tion 22-22-15, and the Lewis Drilling Co. 
is building standard rig to pump No. 6 
Jolly and is drilling No. 7 at 850 feet ir 
Section 23-22-15. 


Three miles east of Lewis, the Elton 
Oil & Gas Co. is drilling No. 1 Hobbs, Sec- 
tion 21-21-15, at 250 feet. The Vala Oil 
Co. is planning to drill deeper in No. 1 
Tricksell, Section 18-21-15, and the Caddo 
Oil & Refining Co. has two rigs running 
on the Rogers lease in the Lewis district. 

The Standard Oil Co. is rigging up to 
drill No. 50 on the old Helpman heirs’ 
lease in the Hart’s Ferry district, one of 
the most prolific leases in the Caddo field, 
but on which there has been no activity 
during the past year or two. Derrick is 
up also for a well on the Caddo Levee 
Board lease in Section 17-20-16 on the 
western border of Gerry Lake, near the 
Texas State line. 

The Producers Oil Co. is down 3,875 feet 
in the deep test on the Harrell lease in 
Section 4-21-16, where an effort is being 
made to locate a third sand in the Caddo 
field; No. 48 Harrell, Section 2-21-16, is 
drilling at 1,250 feet; No. 3 Huckaby, Sec- 
tion 7-21-15, has set 6-inch casing at 1,010 
feet, and No. 8 Brooks, Section 23-21-16, 
is drilling at 500 feet. 


The Louisiana Oil & Refining Co. has 
started drilling on fee land in Section 8- 
20-15, east of Oil City. 

The Gulf Refining Co. completed a 25- 
bbl. well in No. 71 Ferry Lake, Section 
28-20-16, and has 17 drilling wells and rigs 
on the Ferry Lake lease, the development 
almost surrounding the lake. 

Very little interest is being taken in 
De Soto Parish development, where most 
of the acreage is in the hands of the big 
companies, and there is small opportunity 
for independent development. Derr§k is 
being built by the Producers Oil Co. for 
another well on the Saunders lease in the 
west end of the Naborton field, in Section 
34-13-12, and all other development in De 
Soto Parish is in the east end of the 
field in the Grand Bayou district. Here 
the Producers Oil Co. has one well drilling 
on the Williams lease, and the Gulf Re- 
fining Co. has three on the Williams and 
one on the Jenkins in Section 2-12-11, two 
miles south of present production. 


Red River and Bossier. 


There is considerable new work being 
started in Red River Parish, most of it in 
the Grand Bayou district, the territory 
recently opened southwest of Gusher 
Bend. The Producers Oil Co. has reached 
the pay in No. 4 Hicks, Section 33-13-11, 
and has 200 feet of oil in the hole; No. 5 
is ready to pump and No. 6 is drilling 
at 1,750 feet. In the same section 6-inch 
casing has been set in Sample D-5, Sam- 
ple D-6 is rigging up to drill, Sample D-8 
is a location and derrick is up for Sample 
D-7. T. B. Owens et al. tested dry in No. 
1 Nabors, Section 28-13-11, and closed 
down temporarily, having started another 
test on the same lease. The Gulf Refining 
Co. has derrick up for a test in Section 
27-13-11, on the Selcer-Abington Land & 
Development Co. lease, and the rest of 
their Red River operations are in the old 
Crichton and Abington fields, where No. 
7 Christopher, Section 16-13-10, has set 
6-inch casing at 2,450 feet; Natalie A-21, 
Section 19-13-10, is drilling at 2,150 feet; 
No. 28 Marston, Section 14-13-11, is rigging 
up to drill, and No. 28 Robinson, Section 
25-18-11, is drilling at 1,600 feet. The 
Standard Oil Co.’s test on the Chicago 
Coal & Lumber Co.’s lease, two miles 
north of Naborton, is showing salt water 
and will probably be abandoned. 

After many months of unavailing effort 
to locate oil in Bossier Parish, a good 
pool has been finally located in the east 
end of the Elm Grove district, in the 
south end of the parish, and numerous 
wells are being drilled in this vicinity. 








The Hodges Oil Co. is building standard 
rig to pump No. 1 Marshall, Section 19-16- 
11, at 1,500 feet, about the average depth 
in which oil has been found in this ter- 
ritory, and is drilling No. 1 Ward, Section 
3-16-11, at 1,980:feet. The Producers Oil 
Co. is rigging up to drill No. 1 Kaufman, 
Section 8-16-11, and the Standard Oil Co. 
is rigging up to drill No. 1 Raines, Sec- 
tion 28-16-11. The Atlas Oil Co. is also 
getting ready to drill on the Franklin 
Realty Co. lease in Section 29-16-11. 

Between the Elm Grove district and 
Shreveport a 15,000,000-foot gasser was 
completed by the. Southwestern Gas & 
Electric Co. in Berry fee No. 164, increas- 
ing the gas supply for Shreveport and the 
surrounding territory. The Standard Oil 
Co. made a deep test for oil on the Mattie 
Meyer lease in Section 21-17-13, and get- 
ting no showing, the well was abandoned 
at 2,580 feet. The Gulf Refining Co. is 
having considerable trouble with the deep 
test on ‘the Youree lease, just south of 
Shreveport, now down about 3,150 feet, 
but has got the bottom of the hole ce- 
mented and will soon be ready to drill in. 
The Producers Oil Co. has two wells drill- 
ing on this locality, one on the Leonard 
and one on the Deal lease, and the Arkan- 
sas Natural Gas Co. has set 6-inch casing 
in No. 53 Wilson. The Atlas Oil Co. has 
started ‘drilling on the Country Home As- 
sociation grounds in Section 9-17-14 and 
has set 8-inch casing at 200 feet. 

Miscellaneous Districts. 

Bast of the Crichton field, in Red River 
Parish, the Fair Oil Co. has made a loca- 
tion on the Globe Lumber Co. lease, Sec- 
tion 8-13-9, which will make an interesting 
test of this territory and adds one more 
to the chain of tests now being made east 
and south of the Crichton field; through 
the Black Lake district and over into 
Winn Parish. The Lake End Oil & Gas 
Co. is making its fourth test on the Merri- 
weather & Hearne lease in the lower end 
of Red River Parish, in Section 36-11-10, 
and is down 1,100 feet, using gas from a 
former well on this lease for fuel. Fur- 
ther east, in Natchitoches Parish, the 
Producers Oil Co. is making an important 
test on the Griggsby lease in Section 9-10- 
6, in which it is down 2.475 feet. In Winn 
Parish the A. J. Yoke Oil & Gas Co. is 
drilling ahead at 1,120 feet in No. 1 Gid- 
dens, Section 17-10-5, with encouraging 
indications in the formation, and the Par- 
dee Oil Co. is drilling in hard rock in No. 
1 Gee, Section 30-11-2, at 2,460 feet. 


A new company has been organized with 
holdings in the Black Lake district, 
known as the Ardmore Oil & Gas Co., 
Inc.,, which it is expected, will begin 
active operations in this territory at once. 
Derrick is already up for a well to be 
drilled by this company on the Maricella 
lease in Section 2-10-7, and the test will 
be watched with great interest. 

In Webster Parish, east of Bossier, W. 
H. Baker has taken over the holdings of 
Dickinsheet & Sarber and, is completing 
the well on the Crichton lease in Section 
23-18-10, now down 1,650 feet. 

East of Webster Parish, in Claiborne 
Parish, the Atlas Oil Co. is rigging up to 
drill on the Moore lease in Section 22-21-7, 
a test in entirely new territory in the 
vicinity of Homer, La. 

In Bienville Parish, the test drilled by 
the Arkansas Natural Gas Co. on the 
Shehee lease, Section 11-16-10, went into 
salt water and was abandoned at 2,75 
feet. 

Progress is rather slow in the Logans 
port and Bethany districts, along the 
Texas State line, but interest is still keen 
in this development, and the various tes‘: 
are being watched anxiously. In the Lo 
gansport district, the Oil & Exploration 
Co. has resumed drilling on the Dowling 
lease, Section 29-14-14, and is now down 
2,825 feet; the Oriole Oil Co. has set 6- 
inch casing in Nosh No. 1, Section 24- 
12-16, at 2,250 feet; the Producers Oil Co 
is drilling at 2,750 feet in Sample A-8 
Section 13-11-15, and the Seminole Oil Co 
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Oil Storage Tanks Refinery Equipment 


55,000 BARRELS DOWN TO 50 BARRELS INCLUDING EVERYTHING IN RIVETED STEEL 
; PLATE CONSTRUCTION 


Either “knocked down” or delivered and erected anywhere 





Battery of Eight 14x40’ Crude Stills 


PRICES WRITE 
CHEERFULLY TELEPHONE or 
QUOTED WIRE 








Four 11’ 6’’x32’x42’ Condensers for Above Stills 


The Standard Boiler & Plate Iron Company 


Main Office and Works, NILES, O., U. S. A. 
Branch Office, 504 Bliss Bldg., TULSA, OKLA., U. S. A. 























Neill Steel Pipe Derricks 


The question, as to the strength of the Neill derrick, as compared with wooden derricks has been asked 
many times. It is impossible to get a test on a wooden derrick as to its carrying capacity or strength. 


As to NEILL STEEL PIPE DERRICKS, the following figures were obtained by us from actual tests of leg 
sections, made by the United States Bureau of Standards at Pittsburgh, Pa., and are authentic. 


Maximum load carried 


by one leg. 
2 -inch diameter pipe—single, 3.65 Ib. per foot - - 26,000 pounds. 
Hy ‘ —duplex, 6.37 *‘ foot - - 45,000 
24% * * “‘ —single, 5.59 ‘*S ‘* foot = - 56,000 ‘<“ 
“i _ ‘* —single, 7.57 “* ‘* foot - - 65,000 “ 
24% “* 43 “« _duplex, 9.44 “ ‘“* foot - - 73,000 <‘ 
3 et ““ —single, 10.25 “* ‘* foot - - 91,000 ‘ 
3 92 x ‘« —-duplex, 13.36 ‘“* ‘* foot - - 138,000 ‘“ 
a 6 " “« —-single, 19.00 ‘“‘ ‘“‘ foot - - 171,000 ‘ 
+ ss = “* —duplex, 22.50 ‘* ‘‘ foot - - 188,000 ‘“ 


The above figures show what ONE leg section carried; four legs should carry four times this amount. 


ARE THEY STRONG ENOUGH? 


LEE C. MOORE & COMP ANY, inc. Of Oklahoma. 


KIEFER, OKLAHOMA PITTSBURGH, PA. TULSA, OKLAHOMA 


(C. A. Redding) (H. L. Dickson) 
623 Unity Bldg. 
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has set 6-inch casing in Peyton-Courtney 
No. 1, Section 2-13-14,, and closed down 
temporarily. 

In the Bethany district, the Bethany 
Oil Co. is setting 2-inch with packer in 
the Jernigan well and is trying to make 
of it a paying propducer, and the Gulf 
Refining Co. is still working on the Pal- 
metto-Jernigan well in an effort to get 
production. The Producers Oil Co. is get- 


ting ready to make a test in No. 1 Furrh 
at a depth of 3,325 feet, and Woolf & 
Keen have set 6-inch casing in their well 
on the Louis Warner Saw Mill Co. lease 
at 2,335 feet. 

In Shelby County, Texas, across the line 
from the Logansport development, the 
Producers Oil Co. is down 3,700 feet in 





the Pickering well and is reaming to set 
44-inch casing. 





Penneyivanialiuet Virginia 


By D. S. WAKENIGHT 


Coe ee: ARE FEW. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa., Feb. 5.—The past 
week was notable for the’ few wells com- 
pleted. The wells to reach completion 
attracted little attention for the reason 
that all are located in old territory and 
none of any importance as to size. The 
result of the past few weeks have not 
been gratifying but has not discouraged 
operators .in starting new work. From 
all sections of the old producing districts 
late reports show that new work is start- 
ing. This kind of work extends into dis- 
tricts that have in the past been regarded 
as fully developed. Operators show a 
willingness to take long chances on get- 
ting a little new production, and where 
there is room, new work is under way or 
starting. The present activity is only a 
prelude to what can be expected in the 
spring when weather conditions are favor- 
able for a lively campaign. In anticipa- 
tion of a most strenuous effort to find 
new production, operators are leasing in 
old districts and taking up territory in 
untried sections. Wildcatting promises to 
be a feature during the year, and those 
who engage in that kind of work are not 
pinning their faith to any particular local- 
ity. Departure from past theories is in 
evidence all along the line. 

There is but one district of any consid- 
erable interest. The way the Carnegie 
Natural Gas Co.’s two wells on the George 
Isminger farm in Springhill Township, 
Greene County, Pa., have been holding up 
is regarded as favorable for the develop- 
ment of a new pool of some dimensions. 
It will be some time before any new wells 
reach the sand, and when they do it will 
be of interest to note the result. Should 
future development work fail to reveal a 
pool it will leave the Southwest Pennsyl- 
vania fields without an attraction. The 
Ingomar pool in Allegheny County is still 


the most active, but the wells are located | 


for the most part on small lots, and to 
judge by past development work, there 
is no hope for anything better than light 
pumpers. In East Finley Township, Wash- 
ington County, there is some undeveloped 
territory that looks capable of supplying 
some new production. The last six wells 
completed had an average initial produc- 
tion of about 20 bbls. It is not strictly 
new territory. 
Recent Developments. 

The lower West Virginia districts are 
completing the most wells. On Porter's 
Fork, Duval district, the South Penn Oil 
Co. drilled No. 75 on the Horse Creek 
tract through the Berea grit, and it shows 
for an 8-bbl. pumper. On Laurel Fork of 
Cobb’s Creek, in the same district, the 
Wayland Oil & Gas Co. completed No. 3 


on the A. C. Paulery form. It is a very 
light pumper. On Buckeye Fork, James 
Potter & Co. completed No. 11 on the 
Standard Fuel Co.’s property and it is 


showing for a 5-bbl. pumper. On Porter’s 
Fork, Duval district, the South Penn Oil 
Co. has started to drill No. 79 on the 
Horse Creek tract. On Tango Creek, the 
Big Creek Development Co. is drilling No. 
4 on the W. S. Keating farm. 

On Pinch Creek, Elk district, Kanawha 
County, the South Penn Oil Co. shot No. 
7 on the F. G. Woody farm, increasing its 
production from 15 to 50 bbls. In Union 
district, Clay County, the United Fuel 
Gas Co. has the rig completed for No. 21 
on the Frank Cox farm. On Miller’s Run, 
Spencer district, Roane County, the Spring 
Creek Oil & Gas Co. has a gasser in the 
Berea grit at its test on the G. M. Ser- 
gent farm. 

On the Little Kanawha River, Sherman 
district, Calhoun County, G. L. Cabot 
drilled No. 3 on the J. S. Silcott farm into 
the salt sand, the well showing some oil 
and a little gas in that formation. On 
Frozen Camp Run, Curtis district, Roane 


County, the United Fuel Gas Co.’s test 
on the N. C. Whited farm is a gasser in 
the Berea grit. 


On Big Run, Union district, Harrison 
County, the Reserve Gas Co. drilled in a 
good Fifth sand gasser.on the C. W. 


Smith farm. In the Dent’s Run pool, 
Mannington district, Marion County, the 
Blackshere Oil & Gas Co.’s test on the 
G. Watson farm is a gasser. There will 
be three wells due to get the sand in this 


pool by the close of the week. 
On McKown’s Creek, Walton district, 
Roane County, the Republic Oil & Gas 


Co. completed and shot No. 17 on the 
Nancy C. Hively farm. It is estimated 


to be good for 12 bbls. a day in the Big 
Injun sand. The location is inside of de- 
fined territory. In the same district, the 
Hope Natural Gas Co. is due in the sand 
at a test on the H. G. Isenhart farm. 
Drilling and Starting Tests. 

Test wells of more or less importance 
are starting and drilling in a number of 
districts. On Buckeye Fork, Greenbrier 
district, Doddridge County, the Bastern 





Oil Co. is due in the sand at a test on 
the L. C. Hickman farm, and Ernest Ran- 
dolph & Co. have the rig completed for 
a test on the Lydia Sutton farm, located 
on the same stream and in the same dis- 
trict. 

On Steer Creek, Center district, Gilmer 
County, the Hope Natural Gas Co. is rig- 
ging up at a test on the F. M. Minnie 
farm. On Little Elk Creek, Eagle district, 
Harrison County, the same company has 
made the location for a test on the C. F. 
Lucas farm. In the same district, the 
Pittsburg & West Virginia Gas Co. is 
starting a test on the M. K. Kaker farm. 
on Pole Camp Run, Union district, Harri- 
son County, the Crude Oil Co. has start- 
ed to drill on the E. M. Ferris farm. 


On Little Creek, Spencer district, Roane 
County, the Pure Gas Co. has started to 
drill a test on the Willis Walker farm. 
On the same stream the United Fuel Gas 
Co. is drilling in the Berea grit at a test 
on the F. B. Foster farm. On the Little 





Kanawha River, Sherman district, Cal- 
houn County, the Hope Natural Gas Co. 


has made a location on the Laura V. Ash 
farm. 
Southeastern Ohio. 
In the cCeep-sand territory in South- 


eastern Ohio in the Union Furnace dis- 
trict, Hocking County, the Preston Oil Co. 
has drilled No. 7 on the W. E. and Mary 


E. Shaw farm into the Clinton sand. It 
is showing for a good producer. In the 
same district, the Mingo Oil Co. is due 


in the sand at a test on the B. B. Tritch 
farm. In Ewan Township, Vinton County, 
the Central Contract & Finance Co. drilled 
a second test on the J. E. Hanesworth 
farm through the Clinton sand and found 
it barren. In Starr Township, Hocking 
County, the Chartiers Oil Co. has started 
to drill a test on the Asa L. O’Neil farm. 
In Ward Township, the Ohio Fuel Supply 
Co. has started to drill a test on the 
Dawley heirs’ farm. 
Shallow territory. 

In the Rea’s Run district, Independence 
Township, Washington County, W. E. 
Sykes & Co., after testing No. 1 on the 
J..Bliss farm in the salt sand, found that 
it was not a paying producer and are drill- 


jing it down to the lower sands. In the 
southwest quarter of Section 18, Archer 
Township, Harrison County, the Petrol- 


eum Oil Co. has started to drill a wildcat 
on the N. A. Smith farm. 

In the Hookstown field, Green Town- 
ship, Beaver County, Pa., G. W. Davidson 
& Co. have drilled a test on the J. and 
N. Montgomery farm through the sand. 
It is showing for a very light pumper. 
South of the old Wildwood field, in Alle- 
gheny County, the Guyton Oil Co.’s sec- 
ond test on the Robert Guyton farm is a 
duster. 

In the new development on Kuhn’s Run, 
Springhill Township, Greene County, sev- 
eral new wells have started to drill in the 
vicinity of the Carnegie Natural Gas Co.’s 
two producers on the George Isminger 
farm. The Manufacturers Light & Heat 
Co. is drilling three wells and has rigs 
up or building for four more. The Car- 
negie Natural Gas Co. is drilling two. 
This company’s No. 1 on the George 
Isminger farm is still preteens 135 ane 
a.day. 








Another Kansas Deal; 
Merger of Companies 


WICHITA, Kan., Feb. 3.—An oil deal 
was completed at Kansas City this week 
by a Wichita man, which gives Wichita 
another big oil company, connects the 
owners of the Evans-Thwing Refining Co. 
with this city and brings there as citi- 
zens two prominent bankers of Kansas 
City and Oklahoma. Included in the deal 
was the forming of the new Union Oil Co. 
of Wichita and the purchase of a half 
interest in this company by the Evens- 
Thwing company. The Wichita man who 
made the deal is F. C. Hoyt, president of 
the Union State Bank and president of 
the old Union Oil Co. of Kansas. He was 
chosen as president of the new company 
The deal between Mr. Hoyt and the 
Evans-Thwing company involved more 
than $1,000,000. 


The new Union Oil Co.’s capital is 
$1,500,000. This is all paid in and was 
oversubscribed by $100,000. One evening 
while the deal was being completed Mr. 
Hoyt and members of the Evans-Thwing 
company decided that they would let 
their friends buy $200,000 worth of stock, 
though they were anything but anxious 
to part with any of it. Their action be- 
came whispered about and the next day 
it was necessary to call a halt and reduce 
many subscriptions. More than $100,000 
of the stock had been subscribed for in 
excess of the amount they had decided 
to let their friends buy. 

All of the rest of the stock was paid 





in by Mr. Hoyt and the Evans-Thwing 
company. 
Other officers of the company will be 


F. H. Thwing of Kansas City, vice-presi- 
dent;S. B. Daniel, formerly of Mutual, 
Okla., now of Wichita, secretary; Joseph 
Cc. Jordon, assistant cashier of the Com- 
monwealth National Bank of Kansas City, 
treasurer. Only two other Wichita men 
had an opportunity to become interested 
in the company. They are George Theis, 
Jr., and O. J. Watson, both of whom are 
stockholders. 

The company is to be a developing 
concern. It has 75,000 acres of leases in 
nearly every county in the Kansas oil 
fields. These leases consist largely of the 








properties of the old Union Oil Co. and a 
portion of Mr. Hoyt’s personal holdings. 
Among these is the Big Six Oil Co.’s 
property. The company will start with 
some production and drilling operations 
are to be prosecuted rapidly. 

An effort was made by Kansas citizens 
to get the general offices of the company 
located in that city but Mr. Hoyt insisted 
on bringing the headquarters to Wichita. 
The company wil occupy offices on the 
tenth floor of the Beacon building. 

The Evans-Thwing Refining Co. will 
continue separate from the Union Oil Co., 
but will have the first opportunities to 
purchase the production of the latter. 
The Evans-Thwing Co. for years has been 
a strong factor in the Mid-Continent oil 
fields. The Doherty interest paid $7,000,- 
000 to this company for several refineries 
and connected holdings a few months ago. 
The Evens-Thwing Co. is now building a 
new refinery at Kansas City and it has 
plans for establishing a second one at 
some other place. It is believed by Wich- 
ita oil men that the second new refinery 
will be located in or near Wichita. 


TO INCREASE CAPITAL STOCK 
OF OKLAHOMA P. & R. COMPANY. 





At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders of the Oklahoma Producing & Re- 
fining Co., to be held in New York on 
Feb. 19, a proposition will be submitted 
to increase the capital stock from $5,000,- 
000 to $10,000,000. The stock will be of- 
fered to present stockholders. A board of 
directors will be elected for the ensuing 
year. The affairs of the Oklahoma Pro- 
ducing & Refining Co. have been in pros- 
perous condition and regular dividends 
have been declared since its organization. 


CLEANING OUT BILLINGS WELL. 





On Wednesday the work of cleaning out 
the Mid-Co. Petroleum Co.’s well, Section 
22-23-2w, at Billings, Okla., resulted in a 
number of flows. The bailer was run for 
several hours to clear the mud and water 
from the hole. The well will not be drilled 
deeper at present and is expected to 
start at about 300 bbls. daily. 
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first quality, long-fibre manila.’’ 
makes springy, tough, long-lived cable. 
You can depend on Columbian no 
matter how severe the strain. 
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Making Sure of the “Able” 


The Columbian standard is ‘‘Only 


This 


Our Booklet ‘‘How they put Able 
into Columbian Cable’ explains our 
careful selection of materials. 


Columbian Rope 
Company 


Auburn, N. Y. 
(The Cordage City) 


At All National Supply Co. Stores. 
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Construction of 
Reamer Bo: 


The Hardenburg Under-Reamer 











Method of Dressing Cutters 


Absolutely the strongest and best Under-Reamer manu- 
factured. Each cutter controlled by individual springs. 
Sold complete with two sets of Cutters, Anvil, Tongs, etc. 


Manufactured only by 


Western Supply Company | 
Tulsa, Oklahoma Front View, 


Cutters Inserted 


























LARKIN PACKER COMPANY 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


OIL AND GAS 
WELL PACKERS 


Braden Heads, Casing Shoes, 
Clamps and Swabs. 


BARTLESVILLE, - - - OKLA. 


Stock at.Nichols Transfer Co. 
TULSA, OKLA. 
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Fields of The Central West 


By ‘“‘WHIT”’ 


Thursday, Fe 
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WELL IN TENNESSEE. 





FINDLAY, OQ., Feb. 5.—Springlike 
weather prevailed for a few days through- 
out the Central West fields and the oil 
men were out looking up undrilled loca- 
tions, but Friday morning brought a regu- 
lar blizzard and this will put the roads in 
bad condition again. Little can be accom- 
plished until the weather conditions are 
right to move material and when work 
can be done to an advantage. Even in 
Kentucky the oil people have been both- 
ered with cold weather and snow for some 
time, which is something out of the or- 
dinary, as the snow ‘storm there a week 


their report showing the pipe-line runs of 
September. In other instances, where 
operators refused to furnish these re- 
ports, the farmer on whose land they were 
operating was asked to show what his 
one-eighth royalty amounted to and in 
this way the figures were obtained. The 
reason the figures were reduced nearly 
$3,000,000 under the original agreement, 
the board said, was because the Station 
Camp field was found not to heve been 
connected with the pipe line last summer 
and is therefore not included in the pres- 
ent list. 
New Irvine Gusher. 
One of the most remarkable oil prop- 





Exports to Europe of 
Petroleum Oils— 


We are in a position to take care of your 
inquiries for foreign and domestic ship- 


ments of 


wilt 


or so ago was the worst experienced in| ertiesin any part of the Central West at 
Kentucky for many years. Outside of | this time is located in the Irvine field, in 
the Kentucky field there is little work| Estill County, and in the Station Camp 


to report. 

The second well of Charles E. and W. 
L. Russell on the Todd farm, near Glen 
Mary, in the southwestern corner of Scott 
County, has at last been tested out and 
has been found to be quite a well, but not 
as large’as first reported. The well was 
put to pumping and for the first 24 hours 
filled a 250-bbl. tank, and according to the 
owners appeared to be pumping stronger 
when shut down after the first 24 hours’ 
run and may make quite a producer. The 
oil, when pumping started, stood about 
500 feet in the weil and as there was but 
one tank up the well was shut down. Two 
additional tanks are being set at the well, 
and if it will maintain production for any 
length of time, it will mean much toward 


a drilling campaign in that section of} 


Scott County. The Russell Bros. hold a 
large acreage in the field, and if it proves 
productive they have enough to keep them 


. | yr 
busy operating for some years to come.| W. 


The well was drilled to a depth of 30 feet 


district. This lease is a very shallow- 


;sand producer, being close to 100 feet 
;from the surface, and the wells are all 
| prolific producers. No. 13 on this farm 
lis without a doubt the best well yet 
| drilled in Estill County—reported good 
| for 500 bbls. Nos. 12 and 14 same farm, 
;are good for 150 bbls. each. The lease 
| is, no doubt, on the rich spot of the Irvine 
|field. This firm’s No.-3 on the Nancy 
| Kelley farm is also a fine well, producing 
75 bbls. 

Dr. Young is also meeting with excep- 
tionally good success in the development 
of the Dan Miller farm, in the Station 
Camp district, as his No. 3 produced 100 
bbls., as did the two former completions 
on the farm. 

White, Newton & Moore, oil operators 
from Bowling Green, drilled in their No. 
4 on the L. W. Bratlin farm and secured 
a 10-bbl. pumper. 

S. Raydure, also well-known oil 
operator of Bowling Green, O., and M. E. 





Gasoline Lubricating Oils 
Paraffine Wax 
Grease 


Coke 


Kerosene 
Gas Oil 
Fuel Oil 


The shipping facilities at our refinery on 








-New York harbor are unrivaled. : 


TIDE WATER OIL COMPANY 


11 BROADWAY 


in the oil sand, so it can be seen that| Williams, another old-line operator of the 
there is an abundance of sand in the field| same town are very successful in their 
to draw from. It looks as though there| work in the Irvine field, having drilled 
would be something doing in that part of|close to 100 wells in the field. The ter- 
Tennessee the coming summer. | ritory was secured by Mr. Williams, who 
It is now a fact that the Cumberland|is now around 72 years of age and a 
Pipe Line Co. will lay another 4-inch pipe veteran who has seen the ups and downs 
line to the Irvine field as soon as the|of the oil man. After securing a block of , 
r rj ; ; yr} thi 76 9 ,, = 
ae a a = Nn wenene Sse Sy oer nptatig Reggae recta _ his ae SUT h 
three 4-inch lines, with a capacity of ap-| Bowling Green and was successful in in- tl 
proximately 15,000 bbls. of oil a day. At|teresting W. S. Raydure in the property. ct 


the present time there is one 3-inch and | The first well was drilled at a cost of Laidlaw- Dunn -_ Gordon Compressors rf 


one 4-inch line in use, while another 4-|close to $600, but was dry, but better 
Equipped with the # 


inch line is being laid. The daily capac-|things were awaiting the drill for them, 
t! 
LAIDLAW FEATHER VALVE " 


ity of the two lines in operation is about | and since the dry hole was drilled close 
(Patented) 
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6,500 bbls., but the pipe line is taking | to 100 wells have been drilled by the two 
about two-thirds of its capacity. |men and a dry hole is an oddity to them. 
As near as can be ascertained, the Cum- Mr. Wiliams and his daughter are resid- 
berland Pipe Line Co. is taking oil from|ing at Ravenna, and the girl is the real 
575 wells at the present time. The daily|manager of the oil properties. W. S. 
runs from the Irvine field, as shown by| Raydure has drilled in quite a number of 
the official reports of the company, are|small pumpers, but the majority of the 
approximately 3,900 bbls. This means an|wells have been’ exceptionally large 
average of 6 8-10 bbis. per well. The pipe|pumpers. Nos. 16, 17, 18 and 19 on the 
line company is taking from one-third to| Christ Tipton farm pumped 10, 12, 5 and 
one-half the production of the wells to/10 bbls., respectively, and No. 18 Williams 
which it is connected. The line from the and others’ farm pumped 45 bbls. 
Station Camp district to the main trunk! Frank B. Russell and others’ No.’ 5 on 
line has been connected and the oil is | the F. B. Russell farm pumped 20 bbls., 
being rapidly taken from that field. It is|as did the Puckett Oil Co.’s No. 10 Enoch 
estimated that there are about 8,000 bbls. | Puckett farm. The Wood Oil Co.’s No. requirements of gasoline extraction. 
of oil in storage on leases throughout that/|14 Samuel Tipton farm and No. 20 J. M. careful cylinder and air valve designs. 
field, and this will have to be run before|Garrett farm pumped 20 bbls. each. F. allows the passage 
any gauge can be had of the production|H. Yates drilled a 10-bbl. pumper in No. 
of the wells, or what they will do daily in|3 on the Parks heirs’ farm. The Ohio 
the Station Camp field. }Fuel Oil Co.’s No. 1 Lem Henry farm 
irvine Tax Squabble. shows for 4 bbls. a day, while No. 1 on € 
The total assessment of Bstill County,;|the B. B. Wilson farm is reported dry. = por gee Bg nT OXEANDER DYGTDM of guscline peor er | 
Kentucky, for 1917 will be between $4,000,- In the Busseyville district, Lawrence Write for a copy of Bulletin L-530-115. ' é 
000 and $4,500,000 as near as can be as-|County, the Ophir Oil Co.’s No. 3 J. W. 2 Fi x { ci 
certained at the present time, says the| Carter farm pumped 5 bbls. rthingt 
Tribune. The Board of Supervisors, on Two oil concerns of Washington, Pa., Wo on Pump and Machinery Corporation 
has been working for several weeks, has | and one from Washington, D. C., are re- Laidlaw-Dunn-Gordon Plant 
practically completed its work and ex-| ported in Lee County, making an effort 
H 115 Broadway, New York, Works: Ciacinnati, O. 
Branch Offices in All Principal Cities } 


Any competent 
builder can supply a t 
good compressor frame s 
and running gear if he y 
embodies in his costs 
the right design, ma- 
terials and workman- re 
ship. You will find in a 
our class PF-2 Com- d 
pressor more good 
features than are com- c 
bined in any other a 
compressor. a 

We have made an 
extensive study of the 
Problems of lubrication long since overcome by t 

The Laidlaw Feather Valve, with its free lift, I 
of precipitated gasoline better than any other construction. 


For Gasoline Extraction . 
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Laidlaw-Dunn-Gordon compressors and vacuum pumps for this service are built in 



















pects to make its report soon. j}to buy the royalties from some of the 
The report will stand, despite the objec- | landowners and are paying fair prices. 
tions of the oil operators, members of the Some years ago a well was drilled near 
board said, and the only recourse the oil | Smithsville, in DeKalb County, Tenn., and 
men will have will be an appeal to the/at a depth of 965 feet a showing of oil 
County Court. They can take the case no| was found, but the low price of oil and 
higher. The figures to date show that the/the light showing of the well prevented 
assessment on oil is about $1,575,000. This | farther development. Now W. W. Parker, 
is a total increase over last year, no as-|of Smithville, Tenn., is making an effort 
sessment having been made in 1916 on the| to get some one to develop his holdings of 
oil properties. The oil men listed the/5,000 acres in that vicinity. 
property this year at about $150,000 and| IHinois Field. 
the board raised it nearly a million and); In the Illinois field, in Prairie Township, 
a half. Lest year’s assessment was about |Crawford County, the Fisher Oil Co.’s No. 
$1,600,000, and the board says the people} 22 on the A. J. Holmes farm, Section 30, 
have listed their lands at about $2,000,000| pumped 12 bbls. In Montgomery Town- 
this year. To this has been added about) ship, the Prim Oil Co.’s second well on 
$750,000 on the lands, which means that/the P. Goodwin farm, Section 21, is a dry 
besides the $1,500,000 assessment on oil | hole. 
a $2,750,000 assessment has been placed| In Honey Creek Township, Crawford 
on the lands. County, McNally and others’ second well 
The board assessed the oil $500 a barrel;on the Fred Maxwell farm, Section 3, 
on their production, taking the pipe-line| pumped 50 bbls. Phipps and others’ test 
runs of !ast September as a basis. Injon the J. D. Reaville farm, Section 6, 
some instances the operators brought pumped 20 bbls. 
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California Field Operations 


By C. H. GILMAN 


SERIOUS SHORTAGE OF SUPPLIES. 





LOS ANGELES, Cal., Feb. 1.—There is 
a general fear among the oil-well supply 
people here that the present year will 
witness a shortage in all kinds of machin- 
ery, pipe, ete., and that active operations 
will be severely handicapped as a result. 
For more than two years it has been a 
practical impossibility for people engaged 
in the manufacture of casinghead gaso- 
line to get agy order filled for machinery 
inside of six months. @t is given out at 
one of the oil-well supply houses that the 
large companies, like the Standard, K. T. 
O., Associated and C. C. M. (Santa Fe) 
Co., had all contemplated a campaign of 
new development unequaled in any year 
in the histotry of oil on the Pacific Coast, 
but from present indications even these 
companies will be compelled to retrench, 
as it will be impossible for them to secure 
the necessary pipe that such development 
would demand. 


This being true, the question was asked: 
“How about the small producer—will he 
be able to get a look-in?’” Many of the 
smaller companies, it was claimed (and 
especially regular customers), will be 
taken care of, as many of them have long 
since placed orders far ahead, and while 
some of these companies would possibly 
have exceeded the contemplated amount 
of development, as conditions would seem 
to warrant, the lack of supplies will not 
cut so large a figure with them as it will 
with the big interests, which must have 
the oil and are more directly interested in 
keeping up production. 


The withdrawing of 13,000,000 bbls. of 
oil from storage during the past year, 
with every prospect of this amount being 
exceeded during the present year, leaves 
only one conclusion in the mind of every 
active producer in the State, and that is 
that the price of oil must eventually rise 
above the dollar mark for the lower 
grades, with a corresponding increase for 
the lighter gravities. 

The action of the Government in with- 
drawing the prolific oil lands of the San 
Joaquin Valley is directly responsible for 
the difference between production and 
consumption in the past year. It is ar- 
gued by men who are familiar with the 
field that only for the check given to ac- 
tive and anticipated developments—that 
is, had the locators of these claims been 
unhampered in drilling activities — there 
there is no question of doubt but condi- 
tions for the past year would have been 
reversed, and at this time, instead of 
there being 13,000,000 bbls. shortage, the 
surplus, accumulated in the past few 
years, would have been added to. 


One oii man argues: “There is some 
consolation in the knowledge that the in- 
ability to increase stocks by added pro- 
duction has been the direct result of in- 
creasing the price of oil; but to the oper- 
ator who finds his production declining 
and who is compelled to drill more wells, 
all the enthusiasm that was aroused by 
the announcement of higher prices is dis- 
pelled in the=‘high cost of drilling.’ Not 
alone has the price of labor- increased, 
but materials of all description and sup- 
plies of every kind have increased to such 
an extent that it is beginning to be a 
question whether there will be any bene- 
fit derived from the increase; and with 
all these complications there is the un- 
certainty of securing supplies, as they are 
not infrequently delayed for weeks at a 
stretch.” 

The lands under development at this 
iime are not worrying the average pro- 
dueer to any great extent. There is a 
1adical difference today as compared with 
the strenuous era when gusher wells up 
in the Midway were of daily occurrence, 
causing sleepless nights to the small pro- 
ducer and troubled dreams that were 
filled with nightmares of 20,000-bbl. wells, 
demoralizing prices by flooding the land- 
scape with oceans of oil. Small wells are 
now the order, and in some of the dis- 
triets now being developed a 25-bbl. well 
is looked upon as a “‘lucky strike.’’ Up 
around McKittrick, for instance, there is 
no end of activity. And it is only as a 
last chance shot that many companies 
have decided to exploit this field. Far out 
on the front leading into Belridge and the 
Lost Hills, scattering wells are being 
drilled, and while nothing on the gusher 
order is being found, some average wells, 
running from 15 to 50 bbls. a day, are be- 
ing developed. These wells, it is claimed, 
are long lived, which shows the tendency 
of present-day developmnts to hold up 
the output by the drilling of a larze num- 





ber of wells instead of expecting large 
producers such as were found in the 
earlier period. 


New Developments. 


For the week ending Jan. 27, 1917, 16 
new drilling wells had been filed with the 
State Mining Bureau as ready for drilling. 
Four of these were started by the Doheny 
Pacific Oil Co. at Casmalia, Santa Bar- 
bara County; four by the Marina Oil Co., 
a new organization, which is becoming 
very active in the Belridge district; three 
at Coalinga, the Standard having one and 
Shell Co. two; Jackson Oil Co. one at Mc- 
Kittrick; Pat Welch, Well No. 4, Section 
4-11-123, Sunset; Cheney-Stimson Oil Co., 
Well No. 6 at Midway. Some eight miles 
due north from Ventura, on what is 
known as the Canada Larga O Verde 
tract, the General Petroleum Co. will drill 
a wildcat. They are also drilling on the 
Domingues ranch, both in virgin territory. 

Wells reported as redrilling are as fol- 
lows: Coalinga—Pantheon Oil Co., Zier 
Oil Co., Shell Co., Ozark Oil Co., one each. 
Lost Hills—Dudley Petroleum Co., Lost 
Hills Development Co., General Petroleum 
Co., Associated Oil Co., Security Oil Co., 
one each. Midway—Pyramid Oil Co. Sun- 
set—Comstock Crude Oil Co. Cat Can- 
yon—Palmer Union Oil Co., Wells Nos. 2 
and 9, Sections 26 and 30-9-33. Total, 12. 

Sixteen wells were reported on for in- 
spection of water shut off. There were 
located as follows: Three at Coalinga, 
three at Midway, two at McKittrick, two 
in Cat Canyon and one each at Kern 
River, Brea Canyon, Coyote Hills and 
Bardsdale, Ventura County. The Bartolo 
Oil Co. well in Baldwin Hills, Los Angeles 
County, a wildcat, has been cemented at 
below 2,300 feet. 

Two wells were abandoned, being No. 1 
of R. L. Patterson, in Section 18-21-15, 
Coalinga, and Standard Well No. 5, Sec- 


tion 36-12-24, in the Maricopa field. 


Brea Canyon Well. 

The Brea Canyon Oil Co. (Fullerton 
field) which has been drilling a well some 
distance up the canyon, somewhat re- 
moved from other developments, went into 
the oil sand at about 1,800 feet on Tues- 
day, when a flow of oil estimated at 2,200 
bbls. a day was struck. The well was 
gotten under control and the output re- 
duced to one-half-inch pipe and the flow 
held in at 1,100 bbls. a day. Usual devel- 
opments in the Brea Canyon field do not 
locate the gusher sand under 3,000 feet 
and frequently go below 4,000 feet, and 
the present strike is somewhat of a sur- 
prise. The gravity of oil is also much 
lower, being about 25 degrees, while other 
wells produce a gravity around 30 degrees. 

Notes of Interest. 

John M. Sands, general manager of the 
Oil Well Supply Co. on the Pacific Coast, 
after a hard tussle with la grippe, pneu- 
monia and a general breakdown, is now 
convalescing at Arrowhead Springs. Re- 
ports at the office are that he will be back 
on the job in a few days. 

Mel Root, an old-timer, who has been an 
active producer in Kansas and other Mid- 
West fields, is spending a vacation in Los 
Angeles. 

John Milliken, known in the early days 
about Bradford and other Eastern fields, 
will leave for Tulsa in a few days. 

Chas. J. Wrightsman, .after a_ short 
visit in Los Angeles, has departed for 
Kansas, with New York as his objective 
point. : 

E. G. Cottingham, a representative of 
the National Supply Co., with headquar- 
ters at Marion, Ind., is a visitor at Los 
Angeles. 

J. N. McLeish, well known in the Mid- 
Continent field, has been visiting at Los 
Angeles for several days. 

William Ginter, who for the past two 
years has been associated with the Burma 
Oil Co. at Rangoon, India, has returned 
to California. 

Chas. E. Barnhart, of Tulsa, Okla., was 
in the city several days. 

Cc. B. Barnes,.general manager of the 
National Oil Well Supply Co. on the Pa- 
cific Coast, has returned to Los Angeles 
after an extended visit in the Hast... 

C.H.G. 


DRILLING AN ALABAMA WILDCAT. 





MOBILE, Ala., Feb. 3.—The well of the 
Alabama Gulf Oil & Gas Co., located 30 
miles north and east from Mobile, is down 
to a depth of 1,485 feet. The drill hit 
a big rock after going through a stratum 
of blue gumbo. It is expected that the 
8-inch casing will be set around 1,500 feet. 
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—depenas nut only upon efficient pro- 
duction and economical distribution, but 
also upon using durable shipping con- 
tainers, shipping containers that get all 
of your product to the ultimate con- 
sumen 
“PRESTEEL” DRUMS will carry all of 
your product to the consumer intact, 
eliminating claims for loss and damage 
during transit and prove an important 
factor in increasing your 1917 sales— 
—BECAUSE they are made of the very 
best grades of open hearth steel obtain- 
able, suitable for drum manufacture— 
—BECAUSE they have correctly de- 
signed chimes that are made tight and 
stay tight and are leak proof under the 
roughest kind of service, and— 
—BECAUSE particular care and atten- 
tion is given to the design and machin- 
ing of connections—these parts are of 
drop forged steel, carefully welded to 
container, becoming an integral part of 
the head or shell, assur- 
ing absolutely tight con- 
nections. « 
“PRESTEEL” DRUMS 
and Light One Time Con- 
tainers are made in vari- 
ous sizes ranging from 15 
to 110 gallons capacity. 
“PRESTEEL” I. " 
DRUMS which comply 
with all the requirements 
of the I. C. C. Specifica- 
tions No. 5 in 55 and 110 
gallons capacity only. 
WHAT ARE YOUR 1917 
REQUIREMENTS? 
Have you our quotations? 


Pressed Steel Products Co. 
SHARON, PA. 
50 Church St., N. Y. City; 
702 Frick Bildg., Pitts- 
burgh; 1417 Lytton Bldg., 
Chicago; 712 3rd Natl. 
Bk. Bldg., St. Louis; 503 
Market St., San Francisco. 


foerk. be a : 
“PRESTEEL | 
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Oklahoma Iron Works 





*‘Quality and Service’’ 


OUR SLOGAN 


We manufacture in our plants the well-known O-K brand of 
oil well supplies and tools. Made of the best raw material obtain- 
able. Our plants are equipped with the most modern and up-to- 
date machinery—operated by the most skilled mechanics. Our 
products are given rigid inspection before leaving our factories 


We manufacture the fullowing well-known brands: 


-Rig Irons 

: -Pumping Jacks 

7 -Iron Sand Reels 
-Wire Line Clamps 
-High Pressure Pumps 
-Steam Drilling Engines 
-Under Pull Iron Pumping 

Powers and Connections 


Oil, Gas and Artesian Well Supplies. Drilling and Fishing Tools. 
New Warerbury Manila Drilling Cables. American Wire Lines. 
Republic Iron & Steel Co. Line Pipe, Tubing and Casing. 

Our branches carry a full line of Oil Well Supplies 


General office, TULSA, OKLA. 


Branches, DRUMRIGHT, OKLA., BARTLESVILLE, OKLA:, TAMPICO, MEXICO 
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News of Mexican Oil Fields 


By GEORGE BLARDONE 


NATIONALIZING OIL LANDS. 





TAMPICO, Mexico, Jan. 30.—That the 
question of whether or no the petroleum 
lands of Mexico shall be nationalized is 
still uppermost in the minds of some of 
the lawmakers of the republic is evident 
from a memorial which has been ad- 
dressed to the Constitutional Congress as- 
sembled at Queretaro. This memoria! 
was signed, according to El Universal, 
newspaper of Mexico City, from which 
this data is taken, by Pastor Rouaix, Jose 
N. Macias, E. B. Calderon, R. R. de los 
Rios, Alforso Cabrera, Samuel Santos, V. 
Gongora and Porfirio del Castillo. Of the 
names mentioned, Senor Rouaix is the 
best known to the petroleum industry, 
this by virtue of his official connection 
with it through the Department of Fo- 
mento. 

The acceptance of the provisions urged’ 
in the memorial by the Constitutional As- 
sembly at Queretaro will mean that its 
embodiment in the new constitution will 
give to the regularly elected assemblies in 
the future the authority to make such 
provisions part of the organic law of the 
republic. In general, the nationalizing of 
the petroleum lands under the mineral 
laws will mean payment to the Govern- 
ment of the royalties now paid private 
land owners, such lands being denounce- 
able as are other mineral lands under the 
existing mineral laws. Shorn of its intro- 
ductory clause, the following is a liberal 
translation of the memorial addressed the 
Constitutional Assembly: 

Being under discussion Article 73, which 
establishes the faculties of the General 
Congress, we take the liberty of present- 
ing for your consideration some additions 
which we believe are indispensable to said 
article, in order to place upon constitu- 
tional bases, precepts established in prac- 
tice and new additions, which the ideals 
of the Constitutionalist revolution de- 
mand, which we believe we represent. 

“Ass. Tu Congress has power * * 
X: To legislate in all the republic on 
commerce and institutions of credit, and 
to adopt the banking systems it esteems 
proper for the national interest, consid- 
ering the conditions of the country, either 
in the form of a State Bank or any other, 
and for the creation and organization of 
agricultural credit that specially favors 
the small land owner. XI: To issue 
mining laws of the republic covering the 
exploitation of minerals and mineral com- 
bustibles, their treatment, transportation, 
et cetera, relative to the development and 
progress of the mining industry, subject 
to the following rules: A—A special con- 
cession will be necessary for the exploita- 
tion of whatever mineral or substance 
that in veins, strata, masses or beds of 
whatsoever form, constitute deposits, the 
nature of which is different to the forma- 
tion of the land. Exploitation work in the 
mine must be a fundamental condition of 
the concessions, under penalty of cancel- 
lation. The surface area that should be 
granted, the duration of the concession, 
and other conditions will be fixed by the 
respective law. B—The minerals and sub- 
stances that may require a special con- 
cession in order to be exploited by private 
parties will be the following: Minerals 
from which are extracted metals and 
metalloides, used in industry; * * 
products derived from the Sabi 
of rocks, as asbestos, amianthus, talc, 
when they take the form of veins, strata 
or pockets, and when their exploitation 
requires subterranean work; gold placer 
mining, platinum, tin and other metals, 
and those of precious stones; phosphates, 





susceptible of being used as fertilizers, 
whether in their natural‘ condition or 
treated chemically; coal and any other 
solid combustible which appears in veins, 
deposits or blocks of any form; petroleum 
and any other hydrocarbon, solid, liquid 
or gaseous, whether it flow from the sur- 
face or be found in the subsoil; and water 
extracted from mines. C—The mining in- 
dustry shall. be considered as of public 
utility. Therefore the necessary land will 
be expropriated for the exploitation of 
mines and the deposits of coal and petro- 
leum, and for the installation of industrial 
plants in which the products are treated, 


and for their transport, storage, et cet- 


era. D—The persons who may actually 
be in possession of or exploiting the de- 
posits of coal, petroleum, or any other 
substances, not included in the present 
mining law, but in Clause B, shall have 
one year, counted from the promulgation 
of the respective law that may be decid- 
ed upon, to obtain the concession covering 
the rights which they may have acquired 
as owners. 

The remainder of the memorial has to 
do with matters not particularly related 
to the petroleum industry, hence it is 
omitted. 

Two Completions. 

The exigencies of revolutionary disor- 
ders have been such in the past week that 
field communications have been more or 
less disorganized, hence a meagerness in 
reports from all fields. At Panuco, Sun 
Oil Co. has completed its No. 1 L. Gon- 
zales, at 2,435 feet, the well being good 
for say 800 bbls. One other completion is 
reported, that of Cia. Petrolera La Tam- 
piqueno, No. 1, Lot 7, Guasima y San Lor- 
enzo, which is a dry hole in grey shale 
at 3,280 feet. The last named test is one 
of the deep wildcat tests which are now 
drilling. Guasima y San Lorenzo borders 
Laguna Pueblo Viejo, a small lake which 
enters the Panuco River opposite Tam- 
pico. The location was some three kilo- 
meters from the southern edge of the 


lake. 
* 


Topila furnished the third completion, 
Cia. Petrolera Poblana, No. 1, Lot 4, 
Tamboyoche, being finished at 2,360 feet, 
and is reckoned good for about 250 bbls. 
A feature of this well was the surprising 
head of gas it accumulated. The test 
flowed by heads. The gate was closed 
and the pressure suddenly went up to a 
trifle over 800 pounds, smashing the gate 
and throwing a head of oil up through the 
derrick. It was promptly shut in, how- 
ever. The nearest pay completion to this 
well is East Coast Oil Co.’s No. 2, which 
in its best days never showed a pressure 
of more than 456 pounds. 

To revert to Panuco, New England Fuel 
Oil Co.’s test, No. 1 Piazzi, is cementing 
10-inch at 1,170 feet. Chijoles Oil, Ltd., is 
preparing to resume operations on its 
No. 1 A. Ponce (southwest of the present 
Chijole wells), this test having been shut 
down at a nominal depth since last June. 
Cia. Zonas Petroliferas de Panuco, No. 1 
Gonzales, is reported drilling in. 

Mexican Notes. 

Mexican Gulf Oil Co. has secured a pipe- 
line concession from the Mexican Gov- 
ernment covering the construction of a 
pipe line from the Tepetate district in the 
Southern fields to either Port Lobos, on 
the coast, or to company’s terminals at 
Tampico, the company’s option. The con- 
cession embraces the right to construct 
gathering lines a distance of over 30 kilo- 


| 


meters either side of the trunk line, to 
erect all necessary pump stations, stor- 
age, telegraph and telephone lines, and, 
in short, to put in everything necessary to 
the proper conduct of a fully-equipped 
pipe line. 

Of more than passing importance to the 
port of Tampico and the oil interests 
here is the announcement at the local 
offices of the United Dredging Co. that a 
contract had been signed by its general 
officers with the Mexican Government for 
the improvement of Tampico harbor and 
the bar at the mouth of the Panuco 
River. No details have as yet been re- 
ceived as to the extent of the work. 

Following the announcement of the res- 
ignation of E. W. Hammond, general 
agent of the Mexican Gulf Oil Co., which 
was reviewed in these columns, it is now 
announced that C. W. Hamilton, well- 
known geologist, has been selected as 
Mr. Hammond's successor. Mr. Hamilton 
joined the staff of the Mexican Gulf last 
April as chief geologist and is quite fa- 
miliar with Mexican fields and conditions. 
Mr. Hammond’s resignation is effective 
March 1. He is now devoting himself to 
the Tepetate well of the Cia. Petrolera de 
Tepetate, which the Mexican Gulf has 
purchased subject to production test, 
which test will be conducted in the next 
few days. 

M. F. Moos, United States vice consul, 
who arrived here in December, 1915, is 
leaving Tampico on leave of absence, go- 
ing home to Catskill, N. Y., where the 
mosquito is alleged to be unknown and 
the calenturas abide not. Consul Dawson 
has had his office reinforced by two new 
arrivals, Barney G. McHenry, who hails 
from Louisiana, and Digby A. Willson, 
of New York. 


TWO WELLS COMPLETED. 


TAMPICO, Mexico, Jan. 25.—Two pay 
completions, one at Panuco and the other 
at Topila, marked the past week’s opera- 
tions in Mexican fields. At Panuco, Tam- 
pascos Oil Co.’s No. 2 Ono Robles was 
finished at 1,893 feet and is conservatively 
reckoned good for 4,000 bbls. This well 
is an offset to Pan American’s No. 1, 
which was completed at 1,737 feet, and 
reckoned a 3,500-bbl. well. The Tampas- 
cos well was shut in shortly after its flow 
was reckoned. In the Topila pool, Cia. 
Petrolera Los Cantabros de Panuco, is 
reckoned finished at 2,500 feet, in lime- 
stone, good for 200 bbls. In a way, the 
Topila completion is even more important 
than the Panuco well and its completion 
will greatly stimulate drilling in that pool. 

Apart from. the completions in question, 
operations were of a rather routine na- 
ture, which was coupled with a feeling of 
unrest in all pools. Panuco is epitomized 
as follows: Freeport & Mexicon Fuel Oil 
Corporation's No. 4 Zurita is drilling with 
an excellent oil showing at 1,925 feet. 
English Oil Co.’s No. 2 Rufino is setting 8- 
inch at 1,400 feet in the limestone. Sun 
Oil Co.’s No. 1 Gonzales is drilling in lime- 
stone at 2,430 feet, with a showing of 
say 800 bbls. Cia. Petrolera Hispana- 
Cubana, No. 1 Alamo, is drilling in lime- 
stone at 2,180 feet. E. F. Simms’ No. 2 
Gonzales is drilling with a big showing 
at 1,515 feet. 

At Topila, Mexican Fuel Co.’s No. 9 
Santa Fe is drilling at 2,200 feet, in the 
dimestone, and preparing to set and ce- 
ment 8-inch at that depth. La Corona 
Petroleum Co.’s No. 12 is drilling in shale 
at 796 feet. Cia. Petrolia Poblana, on 
Lot 4, Tamboyoche, is waiting for casing 





to set. Cia. de Petroleo La Argentina de 





Topila, No. 1, Lot 9, has 8-inch set at 
2,100 feet. 
Miscellaneous Tests. 

Mexican Fuel Co., which has two small 
producers (an aggregate say of 24 bbls. 
the day) of 38-gravity oil at El Cerito, is 
preparing to drill a fourth test at that 
place. The No. 2 well which was drilled 
there slopped a little oil, but was not a 
commercial producer, hence the designa- 
tion of No. 4 on the derrick, which is 
now being rigged at the place in question. 

At San Mateo, Cia. Mexicana de Pe- 
troleo La Esperanza, No. 1, Lot 19, is 
drilling shale and shells at 1,400 feet. 

At Esterillos, Mexican Gulf Oil Co., 
drilling for Continental Mexican Petro- 
leum Co., is in gumbo at 1,700 feet. 

At La Canoa, Cia. Petrolera de Panuco, 
on Lot 4, is in “imestone and basalt at 
2,930 feet. Z 

At Guasima y San Lorenzo, Cia. Petro- 
lera La Tampiqueno, No. 1, Lot 7, is drill- 
ing in grey shale at 3,180 feet. 


May Suspend Shipments 
Owing to War Menace 


PORT ARTHUR, Tex., Feb. 6.—Precau- 
tions have been taken at the refineries of 
both The Texas Co. and the Gulf Refining 
Co. to- safeguard the properties against 
possible damage. Vast quantities of fuel 
oil and oil of other grades have been sent 
from here across the Atlantic. One Brit- 
ish tanker is now in port taking on a 
cargo. 

It is reported that tankers will be held 
up here for the present, but the story 
can not be verified. Officials of both com- 
panies decline to comment on the proba- 
bility of export shipments ceasing on ac- 
count of the difficulty with Germany. 

Oil has been one of the most essential 
factors in the war thus far, and the ex- 
port movement from this port has been 
very large during the past year. 

In some quarters here and at Beaumont 
it is believed that tankers will be con- 
voyed by naval vessels across the Atlan- 
tic and through the war zone to assure 
safe delivery of cargoes. Oil and its 
products are of importance among war 
materials. 

The Magnolia Petroleum Co. officers at 
the Beaumont refinery say they have not 
received any notices cancelling foreign 
consignments now on their books and 
they do not expect any decrease in their 
export business. 

The fact that none but employes are 
permitted. to enter the grounds of the 
Texas Co. or Gulf Co. here is without spe- 
cial significance. Such orders have been 
in effect for a long time, visitors being 
required to secure permits before enter- 
ing the plants. 





THIRTIETH YEAR OF GROWTH. 





The Ohio Oil Co., through the quad- 
rupling of its capital stock and the dis- 
tribution of an enormous cash _ surplus 
among its stockholders is celebrating the 
thirtieth year of its corporate existence. 
It is to be commented on in this connec- 
tion that J. C. Donnell, president of the 
company, was one of the original incor- 
porators and directors and has been with 
the company in an executive capacity 
every day since its organization. Mr. 
Donnell has lived in Findlay, where the 
general offices of the company are, for 
more than 40 years. 
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News from Fields of Canada 


By WILLIAM E. PARK 


OIL PRODUCED IN 1916. 





CHATHAM, Ont., Feb. 3.—Complete 
official returns of the crude petroleum 
production from the Ontario fields in 1916 
have just been completed by Samuel Pol- 
lard, Supervisor of Petroleum Bounties. 
The official figures are slightly more 
favorable than the unofficial estimates, 
giving a total crude production from the 
various Ontario pools for the year 1916 
of 196,876 barrels and 21 gallons. 

This is practically the entire crude oil 
production for the whole of Canada. To 
the above total may be added an officially 
recorded production from Albert County, 
New Brunswick, which may total 1,000 
bbls., but for which official figures have 
not been received. There has also been 
during the year some production from the 
Calgary field, but of this there will be no 
official figures available, as no bounty is 
paid on the Calgary production. 

The Ontario production of 1915 was, 
according to the records of the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Commerce at Ottawa, 
214,444 bblis., so that the 1916 production 
of approximately 196,877 bbls. represents 
a decline of 17,567 bbls. for the year. 

This decline is almost wholly in the 
Lambton field, the most important pro- 
ducing area, which includes the Petrolia 
and Oil Springs districts. There the pro- 
duction of 161,368 bbls. in 1915 has fallen 
to 142,208 bbls. in 1916. On the other hand 
the Bothwell field shows an increase of 
several hundred barrels which is largely 
due to the new production recently de- 
veloped near Thamesville and which for 
record purposes is included in the Both- 
well production. The Tilbury field, whose 
production, once greater than that of the 
Lambton district, has dwindled to insig- 
nificant figures, took a slight spurt, show- 
ing an increase of about 3,500 bbls. for the 
year. Belle River, which has not figured 
in production statistics for a long time, 
made a shipment of 46 bbls. in December, 
representing the entire year’s production 
from a few shallow wells. 

On this production the Dominion Gov- 
ernment paid a bounty of $103,360.02 for 
the year 1916, as compared with $113,118,- 
45 for the previous year. The value of 
the production for 1916, however, is con- 
siderably in excess of that for the years 
immediately previous, owing to the higher 
price of crude oil. At the average price 
of $1.94 7-13 per bbl., the 1916 production 
comes to $383,001.49, as compared with 
$300,572 in 1915 and $343.124 in 1914. 

In 1915 the average price per bbl. at 
Petrolia was $1.39% and in 1914 it was 
$1.59; in 1916 it was $1.94 7-13. The price 
started on Jan. 3 at $1.83, increasing 
steadily to a maximum of $2.13 on March 
16. On July 28 a decline took place, fol- 
lowed by others which brought crude to 
the minimum of $1.83 on Aug. 14. On 
Nov. 18 the advance resumed, reaching 
$1.98 on Dec. 19. This figure has since 
advanced to $2.18. Oil Springs crude com- 
mands 7c. additional. 

For the coming year, the outlook is for 
a similar gradual decline of production, 
offset possibly to some extent by a con- 
tinuance of the new development in the 
Thamesville, Brooke Township and per- 
haps in Tilbury where drilling for oil is 
to be carried on. It is hardly likely that 
any new production will be developed 
Sufficient to entirely offset the decline 
which naturally takes place where fields 
have been producing, as have those of 
Lambton County, continuously for over 
a half century. 


Calgary Items 

Calgary oil men got a hard knock re- 
cently when they were served with notice 
from the Dominion Government that all 
arrears on oil leases had to be paid up 
or the holdings would be cancelled. This 
notice applies both to speculators who are 
holding large areas of oil and gas rights. 
and to operating companies which in 
some instances have drilled until their 
available capital is exhausted. It is stated 
that many lease holders will find it im- 
Possible to finance the rentals and will 
be forced to let go their holdings. 

In previous years considerable leniency 
Was shown, particularly to companies 
that were actually operating, and it is 
expected that representations will again 
be made to Ottawa by the oil men. 

Operators who are engaged in actual 
development complain also that they are 
Seriously handicapped by the cost of 
drilling. Those who have to buy drilling 
equipment and materials are up against 
an increase in factory prices which in 
many instances is 100% on the prices pre- 





vailing before the war. All the drilling 
materials and equipment have to be im- 
ported from the United States. This 
means that operators have to pay duty 
on the enhanced price. A special war tax 
has also been imposed on top of the reg- 
ular duty, the total levy being 374%4%. In 
addition, the freight charges are heavy, 
owing to the long haul. 

“If we go over to the States and inter- 
est a man in oil development,”’ said one 
operator, ‘and he asks what it costs to 
put down a well in Alberta, he gets cold 
feet right away. There is not only the 
deep drilling, which is necessary in some 
of the fields, but the cost of the outfit 
paralyzes an American oil man who is 
used to the comparatively short freight 
hauls, but what puts him off it altogether 
is to have to pay one-third of the cost of 
the outfit to get it across the line.” 

It is stated also that Alberta producers 
are not included in the Government 
officials state, however, that no applica- 
tion has been made by Calgary producers 
for the bounty. 

Two new Alberta companies have been 
incorporated recently, the Coronet Oil Co., 
capitalized at $20,000, and the United Pro- 
ducing Co., capitalized at $20,000. 

United Oils, Limited, of Calgary, which 
has lately been operating in the Sweet- 
grass district, is going ahead with the 
reorganization following arrangements for 
the development of some of its holdings 
by New York capital. A portion of the 
company’s leases is being transferred to 
a new company, while it is stated that 
15,000 acres in the Calgary district have 
been relinquished entirely. The company 
still holds 1,280 acres in the Calgary’ field. 
The new company, to which all the re- 
maining assets of the United are to be 
transferred, will be incorporated for $350,- 
000. It is understood that this company 
will commence development work in the 
Sweetgrass field next spring. 

Gasoline Is Criticized. 

Complaints regarding quality of some 
gasoline now sold in Canada are made by 
a London garage owner, who writes: ‘‘The 
present grade of gasoline used by motor- 
ists is no longer a good motor fuel, due 
to the fact that it contains a large per- 
centage of kerosene. A great many auto- 
mobile drivers are experiencing motor 
troubles since cold weather set in, which 
they attribute to anything but the grade 
of gasoline they are using. Some drivers 
complain of excess oil, others carbon 
troubles, etc. Most of the trouble is di- 
rectly traceable to the gasoline used. In 
cold weather and with a cold motor the 
tendency on starting is to hold the choker 
on the carburetor closed too long. The 
result is that each cylinder gets too much 
fuel and on account of the temperature 
of the weather, temperature of the cyl- 
inder walls and temperature of the water 
around them, the gasoline brought into 
each cylinder is not consumed, even 
though an explosion takes place in the 
cylinders. Recent laboratory tests have 
proven that at 275 degrees. Fahrenheit 
only 39% of the so-called proofing 57 de- 
grees is volatilized, and even at 485 de- 
grees of heat there still remains 4% liquid 
fuel. We all know that it is impossible 
to obtain this degree of heat in a cold 
motor and naturally ask what becomes 
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of the unconsumed fuel. It passes down 
between the cylinder walls and pistons} 
and finds a place in the crank case, mix-! 
ing with the oil, and as oil, gasoline and | 
kerosene will readily mix and stay mixed, ' 
you can realize how the lubricating oil is 
thinned, destroying its lubricating prop- 
erties, producing carbon, fouled spark 
plugs, burnt-out bearings, etc. 

“All automobile builders are experi- 
encing this trouble and one of the largest 
and best known has issued a bulletin, 
stating that they will not guarantee any 
motor unless all oil is drawn off at least 
every 30 days, and oftener if the car is 
driven 500 miles or more.’’ 

Among the Oil Men. 

Word has been received at Calgary of 
the death at Burke, Idaho, of Mr. and 
Mrs. I. L. Knight, who were fatally 
crushed through the collapse of a shed 
overweighted with snow. Mr. Knight was 
a member of. the Knight Drilling Co., 
which had numerous drilling contracts in 
the Calgary field at the height of the oil 
excitement. One little child survives. 

Jas. McLister, of Bothwell, has recently 
arranged for the departure of several 
drillers for foreign fields. John Bagle- 
shaw of Dunnville, and Hum Tracey, of 
Petrolia, will leave about Feb. 1 for In- 
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Burma Oil Co., sailing from New York. 
George McCall will leave about the same 
time for Persia and Henry Parks for 
Burma, to work for the British-Burma 
Oil Co.. John Dodge, of Detroit, will re- 
turn to Egypt. Toward the end of Febru- 
ary Jay Zimmer will return to Borneo. 
Alvin Brooks, of Petrolia, sailed last 
week via New York for India, where he 
has a three-year contract with the Bur- 
ma Oil Co. Gus Slack and wife, of Pe- 
trolia, have left for the Canadian West, 
where Mr. Slack has a drilling contract. 
F. L. (Flo) Snively, of Dunnville, a lead- 
ing natural gas producer and gas and oil- 





well contractor, has sold all his gas inter- 
ests to the Dominion Natural Gas Co. 
and has purchased a residence at 88 Mel- 
rose Avenue, Hamilton. About a year 
ago Mr. Snively invented a very useful 
machine known as the automobile lifting 
jack which will left any car off the floor 
with one thrust of a lever. Recently he 
secured a Canadian patent and applica- 
tion has also been made for a patent in 
the United States. He may erect a Can- 
adian factory in Hamilton. Mr. Snively 
was for years prominent in development 
work in the Niagara fields and has been 
active in practically every Ontario field. 








FIELD OPERATIONS MONTH OF JANUARY 


A Loss Was Noted in Number of Wells Completed and in New Pro- 


duction— Decrease in New Work. 


Weather conditions affected oil-field work 
during January in almost every district, 
with the result that fewer wells were 
completed, and there was a corresponding 
decrease in new production. The number 
of wells completed in the divisions cov- 
ered by the Journal’s oil report was 1,434, 
a decrease of 121 from the December fig- 
ures. The new production credited to the 
wells aggregated 94,313 bbls., a loss of 
3,465 bbls. There were 245 dry holes 
among the completions, a decrease of 20 
from the previous report. The gas wells 
numbered 152, an increase of five. 

Very few of the divisions showed any 
increase in completions, and the gain was 
slight in each instance. North Louisiana 
had the greatest increase with 15 more 
than in December, and Oklahoma showed 
a gain of six. The Pennsylvania fields 
made a loss of 120, and Kentucky failed 
by 26 to reach its figures of the previous 
month. Kansas lost seven in comple- 
tions, and there was no change in Illi- 
nois. The Pennsylvania fields reported 
no large wells, and in consequence the 
loss in new production as compared with 
December was 4,057 bbls. This was prac- 
tically the same as Oklahoma, which 
showed 4,273 bbls. less than in the previ- 
ous month. Kansas made a gain of 4,590 
bbls., and Texas Panhandle reported 2,713 
bbis. more than in the December report. 
North Louisiana had a gain of 800 bbls., 
and Gulf Coast lost 1,715 bbls. The 
changes in the other divisions were slight. 

New work at the close of January 
showed a decrease of 63 in the total, there 
being 962 rigs up and 2,931 wells drilling, 
a total of 3,893. There was a gain of 99 
in rigs and a loss of 162 in wells drilling. 
The greatest decrease for any division 
came from Kansas, with 82 fewer rigs and 
wells drilling than at the close of Decem- 
ber. Oklahoma showed a gain of 25 in 
new work. The changes in the other di- 
visions were slight, and only such as were 
naturally due to weather conditions. 

Subtracting the dry holes and gas wells 
from the total completions, leaves 1,037 
productive oil wells. 

The Pennsylvania fields completed 109 
wells in January, credited with a new pro- 
duction of 2,326. This was a loss of 120 
in completions and of 4,057 bbls. of new 
production, as compared with December. 
Among the completions were 69 dry holes 
and 58 gas wells. The latter was the 
same number as in the previous month, 
while the failures decreased 26. The large 
wells which were reported in December 
failed to appear in the present report, and 
only small producrs were found in any 
district. The most promising spots at 
present are Cabin Creek in West Virginia, 
and Greene County, Pennsylvania. New 
work at the close of the month in this 
division showed no material change, the 
actual figures being a loss of one in the 
total. The increase was in the rigs, where 
drilling was not started on account of the 
unfavorable weather. Among the districts 
Southeast Ohio showed the greatest loss 
in new work, the total decrease there be- 
ing 27. Elsewhere the indications are 
favorable for a continuance of the present 
amount of work. 


Through the Lima fields and Illinois 
work was quiet most of the time during 
the month. The amount of new produc- 
tion obtained in Ohio and Indiana was 87 
bbls. less than in December, while Illinois 
had a gain of 31 bbls. The number of 
wells completed in these divisions was 
only one less than in December. In the 
Lima field no dry holes were found; five 
were reported from Indiana, and 14 from 
Illinois. Three oil wells were obtained in 
the gas fields, with a net production of 





55 bbls. At ‘the close of the month there 
was a gain of 12 in new work in Ohio and 
Indiana and a loss of the same number in 
Illinois. 


Kentucky completed 26 fewer wells and 
had a loss of 611 bbls. in new production. 
Of the completions, 23 were failures, the 
greater number being credited to the wild- 
cat ventures which are scattered over the 
State. At the close of the month there 
were three more rigs and 16 fewer drilling 
wells. New companies are entering Ken- 
tucky each month, and the coming sum- 
mer promises to be the busiest that State 
has ever known in its oil fields. 


Active in Southwest. 


Kansas was fully as active during Jan- 
uary as in past months, as only seven 
fewer wells were completed, while the 
new production of 17,370 bbls. was 4,590 
bbls. in excess of the amount obtained in 
December. Notwithstanding the active 
wildcat work being done in the State, the 
number of failures was only 19, or less 
than 12% of the completions. Augusta is 
less attractive than a few months ago, 
and operations are dropping off in that 


To Cut Down Oil Tax 
Is Object of Measure 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Feb. 7.—To 
reduce the gross production tax on oil to 
2% is the text of a bill introduced by Rep- 
resentative Craver, of Washington Coun- 
ty, leader of the Republican minority, in 
the House of Representatives yesterday. 
The bill not only changes the rate, but 
also changes the method of distribution. 
Twelve of the 20 mills is to be devoted to 
State Governmental purposes, four mills 
to common schools of the county in which 
the tax is collected and four mills to 
county road funds. The road funds are to 
be used only on highways which are 
planned by the State Highway Commis- 
sioner. 





ARRANGEMENTS TO ENTERTAIN 
GEOLOGISTS AND ENGINEERS. 





An informal dinner was given at the 
Tea Cup Inn by M. Julius Fohs and L. L. 
Hutchison last Saturday evening to a rep- 
resentative gathering of local oil geolo- 
gists. The purpose of the meeting was to 
effect a temporary organization of the 
Tulsa members of the American Institute 
of Mining Engineers for the purpose of 
arranging plans for inviting and enter- 
taining the petroleum section of the Insti- 
tute at the time of its annual session at 
St. Louis in September of this year. 

The following were elected officers: L. 
L. Hutchison, chairman; James H. Gard- 
ner, vice chairman; F. Julius Fohs, secre- 
tary; M. M. Valerius, treasurer. These 
officers will constitute an executive com- 
mittee. 





A committee, with Prof. Cragoe as 
chairman, was appointed to arrange for 
the Tulsa portion of the program of the 
meeting of the Southwest Oil Geologists 
to be held in Tulsa on Feb. 9 and 10. At 
that time, geologists of the Mid-Continent 
field will meet for the purpose of reading 
papers at the Hotel Tulsa and in Kendal] 
College auditorium. The geological de- 
partment of Kendall, headed by Prot. 
Cragoe, will give a luncheon in honor of 
the visitors. 

Among those present at the dinner Sat- 
urday evening were Messrs. Bates, Cra- 
goe, Cox, Fohs, Gardner, Hager, Hazel- 
tine, Hutchison, Frank Herald, Howe, 
Kluth, Lee, Lewis, Radcliffe, Ravicz, Rog- 
ers, Schultz, Severy, Small, Thomas, Van 
Horn, Valerius and White. 

At a meeting of the executive commit- 
tee at noon Monday at Hotel Tulsa, plans 
for inviting the Institute and a program 
was tentatively arranged, it being pro- 
posed to have an open session in Septem- 
ber at Convention Hall, at which papers 
will be read for the benefit of the visiting 
members of the Institute and oil produc- 
ers; also a trip for the visiting engineers 
to refineries, gasoline plants and the Cush; 
ing field. 


M’PHERSON TENDERS RESIGNATION. 





G. W. McPherson, for several years 
chief oil and gas inspector for the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Mines, has tendered his 
resignation, to become effective Feb. 28. 
Mr. McPherson is a man of wide experi- 
ence in the various branches of the oil 
business and has proven an invaluable 
aid to the Washington authorities in the 
conservation of gas in the Cushing field. 
Mr. McPherson has made no announce- 
ment as to his future arrangements. 











district, but increasing elsewhere. The} 
wildcat operations during the month con- | 
tributed a few showings and several mys- 
teries, but none that lovkK important at 
yet. New work at the close ut tne month | 
showed a loss of 82, there being a de- 
crease in both rigs and drilling wells. 

Oklahoma had 403 completed wells, a 
gain of six, amd a new production of 22,-! 
821 bbls., a loss of 4,273 bbls. Twelve per 
cent of the completions fell in the dry list, 
a small percentage considering the num- 
ber of ventures under way. Much of the 
work of the month was experimental, and 
connected with extensions of the old pools | 
or operations near those recently discov- 
ered. During the month a gusher was| 
found in Noble County, south of Billings, 
which promises to add an important field 
to the many others in Oklahoma. At the 
close of the month there were 1,514 rigs 
and wells drilling, an increase of 25: over 
the previous report. 


Texas Panhandle made a notable gain 
of 2,713 bbls. in new production, although 
one less well was completed. The wildcat 
work developed very little, but the deep- 
ening of old wells at Electra resulted in 
large producers. At the close of the 
month there were 170 rigs up and wells 
drilling, a loss of two. It is expected that 
this division will show a large increase as 
soon as conditions favor more work, as 
a prolonged drouth has practically stopped | 
operations except in favored localities. 

North Louisiana gained 15 in.,Comple- 
tions and 800 bbls. in fresh production. 
Forty per cent of the wells completed 
were failures, indicating the wildcat ac- 
tivity. At the close of the month there 
was a gain of 20 in new work under way. 


The Gulf Coast fields maintained their 
activity during January with a comple- 
tion of 101 wells, or two more than in the 
previous month. The new production was 
41,865 bbls., a loss of 1,715 bbls. Of the 
completions 33% were failures, or seven 
more than in December. No important 
extensions were made to any pool, nor did 
the wildcats uncover anything new. 

There were an umusual number of mar- 
ket advances during the month of Janu- 
ary, affecting all grades of crude oil at 
the wells. Pennsylvania grade made a 
gain of 25 cents a barrel, and other Penn- 
sylvania grades 13 cents. Ragland ad- 
vanced 5 cents. In three advances the 
oils of the Central West gained 25 cents 
a barrel, except that Indiana was ad- 
vanced 30 cents. Kansas and other Mid- 
Continent oil advanced 30 cents a barrel, 
with the exception of Crichton, which 
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Yorke Structural Steel Derrick. 


Yorke Structural 


Steel Drilling Rigs, 
and Steel Derricks 


Producers of Gas and Oil, 


Gentlemen: If youare going to change 
from Wooden Drilling Rigs to metallic, 
why stop half way? Any class of Steel 
equipment on the market except ‘*The 
Yorke’’ is an intermediate proposition. 


The Carnegie Steel Company, manu- 
factures all our Steel Derricks and Steel 
Rigs. This Company, manufactures 
also, all the Steel Bull-Wheels and Steel 
Bind-Whceels that are used in the Oil 
and Gas country, AND WE SELL 
THEM. Yes, and we sell the only 
Rolled Steel Tug-Pulleys in existence. 
These Tug-Pulleys can be used on 
wood Band-Wheels too. 


Buy the stuff that won’t blow down. 


YORKE DERRICK CO. 
WASHINGTON, PA. 
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gained 20 cents, and Healdton 15 cents. 


COLONA MFG. CO. 


Vandergrift Building * 
PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 
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WILDCATTING IN GULF COAST COUNTRY 


Over $1,000,000 Spent Last Year in Search of New Pools and 
Results Were Negligible. 


(By P. L. McGREAL.) 

HOUSTON, Tex., Feb. 3.—A reviéw of 
the wildeat operations in South, Cenfral 
and Southwest Texas counties and South 
Louisiana parishes during 1916 is far 
from encouraging as forecasting the open- 
ing of new pools. Still, the territory em- 
braced in the scope of the review is ex- 
ceedingly large and no person can tell 
what the present year may develop. With 
the exception of the Thrall pool, which 
was something in the nature of a flash, 
it is more than three years since a new 
pool of any consequence has been opened 
in the Gulf Coast region, Edgerly, in Cal- 
casieu Parish, La., being the last. It 
was opened in August, 1913. 

It is the opinion among operators that 
the prices now prevailing for the Coastal 
product will stimulate even greater activ- 
ity outside of the defined pools during 
1917 than was the case last year. 

Wildcat operations last year covered 57 
counties in Central, South and Southwest 
Texas, 12 parishes in South Louisiana, 
one county in Mississippi, one in Arizona 
and one in New Mexico. Tests were also 
drilled in Georgia, Alabama and Florida, 
but the latter three States are not in- 
cluded in these figures. In the counties 
in Texas covered in this review a total 
of 194 wells were abandoned during 1916, 
while the South Louisiana parishes show 
25 holes abandoned. Mississippi had one, 
Arizona two and New Mexico one, making 
a total of 223 holes abandoned at various 
depths. Estimating the cost of these 
wells at $6,000 each, which is a very low 
figure considering the cost of pipe and 
other equipment, it shows that a total 
of $1,338,000 was expended in the search 
for new pools in these five States, of 
which amount $1,134,000 was spent in 
Texas alone. 

A notable feature of operations in the 
wildcat division during 1916 is the num- 
ber of prominent operators and outside 
interests, heretofore not identified with 
the Gulf Coast country, who have taken a 
hand in the game. Included in this list 
are the Doheny interests, of California; 
the Doherty interests, of Philadelphia; 
Magnolia Petroleum Co.; Southwestern 
Petroleum Syndicate, composed of Cali- 
fornia and New York parties; Sinclair Oil 
& Refining Co.; Cosden Oil & Gas Co.; 
Cudahy interests; Pierce Fordyce Oil Cor- 
poration; National Refining Co., of Cleve- 
land, O.; Everett, of Newark, O., formerly 
of the Busch-Everett interests; Benedum 
& Trees; J. S. Cullinan interests; T. B. 
Slick; P. J. White, and others, In addi- 
tion to these it is also noted that the 
large companies and individuals who have 
been active in the Gulf Coast region for 
years likewise took a leading part in the 
search for new pools, freely spending their 
money in this endeavor. The Producers 
Oil Co., Gulf Production Co., the Sun Co., 
Humble Oil Co., Blaffer & Farish, Burt & 
Grifith, H. T. Staiti, E. F. Sims and 
others went outside of the proven pools 
and expended hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in wildeat operations. 

In Texas, the section about Damon 
Mound, in Brazoria County, was the scene 
of much activity, the Texas Exploration 
Co. (H. T. Staiti et.al.) leading in this 
respect. The company has been loath to 
give out any information concerning. its 
work, but one producer was developed 
with output enough to supply fuel for 
five drilling wells. The excitement in that 
section commenced late in 1915 and 
reached its climax early in 1916, as far 
as faney bonus prices are concerned. The 
Producers Oil Co. paid $19,500 bonus for 
89 acres out of the Darst survey and $10,- 
000 for a piece out of the McNeal, one 
mile southwest from the producer of the 
Texas Exploration Co. The Gulf Produc- 
tion Co. gave $2,500 for six acres in the 
Mills survey and paid the Bryan heirs 
$1,500 for a three-acre tract. Individuals 
also paid nice prices for acreage while 
the excitement was on. The Texas Ex- 
pioration Co. is still drilling around the 
mound. Fourteen wells were abandoned 
in Brazoria County during 1916, the Pro- 
ducers having three at West Colum- 
bia and three at Hoskins Mound. Blaf- 
fer & Farish drilled one dry hole at Strat- 
ton Hill and one on the Mooney land, 
while the Magnolia Petroleum Co. drew a 
blank on the Retreive plantation. Gard- 
iner et al. abandoned one at Chenango 
and the Freeport Sulphur Co. one at Bail- 
ey Prairie. The South Dakota Land, Oil 
& Development Co. quit at 2,900 feet, 
about six miles east of Damon. 


“Antonio. 





Liberty County ranked next to Brazoria 
in point of activity and shows the same 
number of abandonments. The Guif & 
Humble Oil Cos. have two at Davis Hill; 
the Valley Oil Corporation one below Day- 
ton; Hasberger et al made two deep tests. 
The Empire Fuel & Gas Co. (Doherty et 
al.) registered two holes and the Lee Oil 
& Gas Co. drilled one southeast of Day- 
ton. Tests were also abandoned on the 
Duncan survey, McNeal survey, Pruitt 
lands, Excelsior and northwest of Batson. 

Eleven bad holes were finished in Har- 
ris County last year, two of them being 
at Cypress, one each at Pierce Junction, 
Gross Timbers, Hockley, Cedar Bayou, 
Green Bayou, south of San Jacinto battle- 
field and two at Almeda. 

The closing months of 1915 and the first 
few months of 1916 found the Mill Creek 
district, eight miles southwest of Bren- 
ham, in Washington County, the scene of 
considerable activity, which, however, 
failed to develop anything beyond the 
original well brought in by the Brenham 
Oil Co. on the Schenberger land. This 
well is still making about 8 bbls. a day. 
During the Mill Creek excitement a dozen 
wells were drilled and abandoned, a few 
of them being below 2,200 feet. The Gulf 
Production Co. took an active part in an 
attempt to develop a pool there, but the 
larger percentage of the work was done 
by Brenham parties and a few men from 
Taylor, who had been interested in the 
Thrall pool and subsequent drilling in 
Williamson, Burleston and Milam Coun- 
ties. 

Work in Bexar County. 

The opening of 1916 found a consider- 
able amount of work under way in the 
Alta Vista and Petty districts in Bexar 
County, the former being eight miles and 
the latter ten miles southwest from San 
The greater part of this work 
lapped over from 1915, but as far as re- 
sults are concerned it is a disappointment. 
For a brief period these two districts had 
a production estimated as high as 300 
bbls. a day and a short pipe line was laid 
into the pools to connect them with the 
railroad. A San Antonio refining com- 
pany took the lighter grade of the pro- 
duction, but the bulk of it was below 
12 degrees Baume and was difficult to 
handle. During the past five months op- 
erations in these two sections have been 
confined to a few individuals and small 
companies. The Bureau of Economic Geol- 
ogy, University of Texas, is preparing to 
make a survey of Bexar County. C. L. 
Baker will have charge of the work. Hast- 
ern parties are reported to have leased 
10,000 acres on Leon Creek, west of San 
Antonio. The Fuchs Oil Co. and David- 
son et al. are drilling two wells in the 
Alta Vista district, while Russell et al. 
are working over old holes in the old Mis- 
sion pool and putting them on a power. 
Leonard et al. have eight shallow wells on 
a power on the Linn ranch and Wither- 
spoon et al. have made a location on 100 
acres out of the Linn ranch. Five wells 
are drilling in the old Summerset shallow 
development, southwest of San Antonio, 
the work being done by Crosby, J. P. 
Lightfoot, C. L. Witherspoon and Kurts. 

The section surrounding the old Piedras 
Pinta pool, in Duval County, has wit- 
nessed a revival during 1915, with better 
results than during any period for the 
past six years. In the pool itself,.shallow 
wells are developed around 300 feet, the 
oil testing about 22 Baume. The wells 
average from 5 to 50 bbls. The pool is 
near Benavides and a number of deep 
tests are now under way at distances 
varying from two to five miles from the 
pool. Gravis & Dunn have several wells 
in the shallow pay; the Stein Oil Co. is 
pumping three wells on a jack, getting 
about 100 bbls. a day, and the Texas-Mex- 
ican Oil Co. is pumping four wells, with a 
combined output of about 50 bbls. a day. 
The Noleda Oil Co. has two producers, 
making 75 bbls. a day together. This 
company has let a contract to drill 10 
wells in the pool to Walter Owens. The 
production is sold to oil mills, canal com- 
panies and gin mills. 

During the first three months of the 
year some activity was displayed in the 
Central Texas Counties of Williamson, 
Milam, Burleson, Austin, Travis, Bastrop, 
Burnett, Lampasas, Bell, Hays, Comal 
and Caldwell. This work was more a 
continuation of the epidemic of wildcat- 
ting that followed the opening of the 
Thrall pool than what might be termed 
new work, but the results go into the 
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record for 1916. In the first-named county, 
tests were abandoned at Round Rock, 
Granger, north of Georgetown, southeast 
of Taylor, southeast of Thrall, as well as 
southwest and northwest from that pool. 
Seven wells were abandoned in the coun- 
ty during the year. 

Seven holes were abandoned in Milam 
County, located near Baileyville; Marlin, 
five miles northwest of Cameron; three 
on the Doss farm, and one near Rockdale. 

Burleson County showed three dusters— 
one at Chriesman, one south of Rockdale 
and one near Summerville. 

In Travis County, holes were pulled out 
at Pilot Knob, Manor and three miles 
east of Austin. 

Notwithstanding the fact that Bastrop 
County was given an apparently thor- 
ough search during 1915, four holes were 
abandoned in that county last year. These 
were located near Bastrop, at McDade, 
near Smithville and Childres. 

Two tests, both unfruitful, were made 
in Caldwell County, one north and one 
south of Lockhart. 

Bell County records five wells aban- 
doned during the year. Two of these 
were on the Knolls land, with one each 
near Salado, Belton and Rogers. 

In Austin County, tests were abandoned 
at Industry, Sealey and Peters. 

In Anderson County, the Producers Oil 
Co. finished two dusters northeast from 
Palestine, while Palestine parties com- 
pleted one south of that city. 

Gas at Corpus Christi. 

A vast amount of money has been ex- 
pended down in the Corpus Christi dis- 
trict, following the bringing in of the big 
gas well at White point early in 1915. 
Nine wells have been abandoned in 
Neuces, San Patricio and Aransas Coun- 
ties during 1916. These included tests by 
the Gulf Production Co., the Sun Co., Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Co., Buell & Jones, J. C. 
Walker and three drilled by Benedum & 
Trees on the King ranch. Three gas 
wells were brought in, but it was impos- 
sible to hold them under control. 

In Cameron County, one test was aban- 
doned six miles north of Brownsville, and 
in Hidalgo County, another was pulled 
near Mercedes. 

Two holes were abandoned in Zapata 
County, and the Producers Oil Co. quit 
work on two holes in Webb County, one 
on the Mathews ranch and the second at 
Bruni. In the western part of the State, 
the Republic Production Co. lost a hole 
near Girvin, and Denmann et al., of El 
Paso, abandoned a test northeast of 
Fort Stockton. 

In the southeastern section of Texas, a 
deep test was abandoned in Jasper Coun- 
ty, while Orange County shows three holes 
abandoned during the year. One of these 


was located four and one-half miles south- |; 


west of the city of Orange and two in 
the old Terry, or Cow Bayou, section. 
Sabine County had two and Trinity Coun- 
ty three. 

Two unsuccessful tests were made in 
Houston County, north and south of 
Crockett and one in Grimes County, near 
Navasota. 

Dropping back to the counties border- 
ing on the Gulf, Jefferson County is 





marked with two dusters finished last 
year. A flash at Barber’s Hill, in Cham- 
bers County, early in the year, started a 
number of tests drilling there, with in- 
different results. The Gulf Production 
Co. drilled two holes and is now on the 
third test on the Collier land, off the 
mound. The Wonder Oil Co. (Patillio Hig- 
gins) has one hole below 1,100 feet, and 
Hindman et al. have two. The Dome Oil 
Co. abandoned a hole at’ Stowell; the 
Anahuauc Oil Co. one at Big Hill; the 
Lianos Oil Co. one at Wallisville, and 
the Glenn Oil Co. one on Double Bayou, 
in the western part of the county not far 
from Trinity Bay. A total of nine holes 
were abandoned in this county during 
the year. 

High Island, in Galveston County, con- 
tributes one duster. Two tests are now 
drilling on the mainland in that county, 
one being at Texas City and another at 
Seabrook, with a third starting at League 
City. 

Passing over Brazoria County, which 
has already been referred to, Matagorda 
is the next county bordering on the Gulf. 
The Producers Oil Co. has recently aban- 
doned two tests in this county on the 
lands of the Gulf Sulphur Co., near the 
old Big Hill development, in which the 
late “Farmer” Dean, of Pennsylvania, 
played a part. Dr. P. S. Griffith drilled 
without success at Bay City, and the 
Doheny people lost a hole south of the 
Markham pool on the Smith land. 


Everett et al., of Newark, O., made a 
deep test near Seadrift, in Calhoun Coun- 
ty, and Dr. J. M. Head abandoned a test 
near Rockport, Aransas County. 


In the counties in the Coastal region, 
but inland from the Gulf, Hardin has 
four dusters, tests being made on the 
Powell survey, Garcia survey, southeast 
of Hull and three miles south of the Sour 
Lake pool. 

Four non-producers were drilled in 
Montgomery County. The National Re- 
fining Co., of Cleveland, O., made a deep 
test near Security, under the supervision 
of the late James Apple. The Callahan 
Oil Co. drilled on the Birch survey, north 
of the Humble pool, and the Magnolia Pe- 
troleum Co. registered a duster on the 
lands of the South Texas Development 
Co., three miles south of the town of 
Magnolia. The Pierce Fordyce Oil Asso- 
ciation recently completed a dry hole near 
Conroe. Brown & Overly quit No. 2 at 
Blue Ridge, Fort Bend County, and are 
temporarily shut down in No. 3. These 
tests are near the center of the north line 
of the county. 


In Victoria County, unsuccessful tests 
were made near Victoria, Dry Lake, 
northeast of Victoria and near Fordtran. 
One dry hole was completed in Goliad 
County, with two in Bee County. One 
of these was near Mineral and the second 
at Skidmore. The O. K. Oil & Gas Co. 
quit at Eagle Lake, in Colorado County, 
with a duster near Yoakum, Dewitt 
County. : 

In Gonzales County, tests were made 
south of the town of Gonzales, near Ot- 
tine, Harwood and at Slayden. In Karnes 
County a test was drilled southeast of 
Runge. Two attempts were made in 








Guadalupe County, one being near Seguin 
and another at Kingsbury. In Wilson 
County, a test was drilled south of Flores- 
ville and a second at Sutherland Springs. 
The Gulf Production Co. drilled a test 
near the town of Uvalde, in the county of 
the same name, and the Hondo Oil Co. 
drilled near that town in Medina County. 


The Huntington Oil & Gas Co. made an 
effort to develop a well near Huntington, 
in Angelina County. Three dry tests 
were made in Lee County, seven miles 
west of Lexington, near Lexington and 
on the Kube lands. In Falls County, a 
test was drilled eight miles south of Lott 
and another at Leguna. In McLennan 
County, a well was drilled on the Grimm 


land and another by the Southwestern Oil} 


& Gas Co. Snowden Bros., of Indianapo- 
lis, tested out near Kilgore, in Rusk Coun- 
ty, while the Producers Oil Co. and the 
Caraway Oil Co. drilled two in Shelby 
County. Tom Green County registered 
two bad holes, both near San Angelo. An 
unsuccessful test was made near Jour- 
nayton, Atacosta County. 


South Loulsiana. 


In South Louisiana, one duster was 
drilled on the Kutch land in the south 
end of Arcadia Parish. Three dry holes 
were finished in Jeff Davis Parish by the 
Welsh Oil Co., Louisiana Oil & Gas Co. 
and Lake Arthur Oil Co. 

In Caleasieu Parish, unsuccessful tests 
were made near Newton, Sulphur, Gillis, 
four miles northwest of Edgerly, and on 
English Bayou. 

Three holes were abandoned, one of 
them a deep test by the Republic Produc- 
tion Co., of Houston, in the vicinity of 
the Anse La Bute pool, in St. Martin Pa- 
rish. In addition to these, wells were 
drilled at Cypress Isle and on Bayou 
Boullion. Bueregard Parish contributes 
one dry hole near De Ridder and Cam- 


eron Parish two, both at Johnson Bayou. | 


Iberia Parish has one at Patoutville and 
Vermillion Parish one at Gueydan. New- 
ellton, in Tensas Parish, marks another 
one. 

Avoyelles Parish has two tests aban- 
doned, one being southwest of Starks and 
the second at Grimm’s Bluff. Another 
test was abandoned near Leesville, Ver- 
non Parish, and Grant and Calhoula Pa- 
rishes each add one to the list. 

The Mississippi Oil & Development Co. 
has abandoned No. 1 in Warren County, 
near Vickburg, Miss. Two holes were 
pulled out in Arizona. One is near the 
Roosevelt dam and the other in the Tonto 
Basin. One test was started and aban- 


|doned near Columbus, N. M. 


Disappointing Results. 


To sum up the result of all this work, 
with the large expenditure of money, it 
can be stated that beyond the bringing in 
of big gassers in the Corpus Christi dis- 
trict, increasing the output of the shal- 
low Piedras Pintas pool and the section 
southwest from San Antonio, a well near 
New Iberia in Louisiana, one at Damon 
Mound and scattered favorable showings 
in parts of Liberty County, nothing of im- 
portance was developed during 1916 in 
the sections of either Texas or Louisiana 
covered in this review of operations for 





the past year. Operators are now switch- 
ing back to the territory between the 
Sour Lake, Saratoga and Batson pools, « 
fair amount of work now being under 
way or scheduled. Large acreage has 
been secured in Hardin and Jefferson 
Counties by Oklahoma and Eastern oper- 
ators and the Republic Production Co. 
(J. S. Cullinan interests) has taken over 
800,000 acres located in these two and 
other counties in Hast and southeast Tex- 
as. This land belongs to the Houston Oil 
Co., the terms of the agreement stipulat- 
ing that a certain number of wells shall 
be drilled each year and specifies the 
amount of money that must be spent an- 
nually in development work. 


The Roxana Oil Co. has had a number 
of its geologists making a survey of the 
Coastal country, as well as through Nac- 
agdoches, Sabine, Shelby and other coun- 
ties. The Doheny interests have added to 
their holdings in Matagorda County, and 
the Empire Gas & Fuel Co. (Doherty in- 
terests) are still drilling in Liberty Coun- 
ty. The Sinclair Oil & Refining Co. is 
drilling two deep tests about three miles 
north of Benavides, in Duval 
which were taken over when it bought out 
the Cudahy company. The Gulf Refining 
Co. is drilling a deep test near New 
Iberia, in Iberia Parish. 


Suit To Clear Title To 
Valuable Oil Property 


MUSKOGEE, Okla., Feb. 2.—Suit to 
clear the title to three quarter sections 
in the Cushing oil district, said to be 
valued at $10,000,000 in the petition, and 
to restore possession to the heirs of 
Charles Keys, his wife and child, has been 
filed in the United States Court by James 
C. Davis, assistant attorney for the Creek 
Indian Tribe. The title to the lands in 
question is now held by the Sinclair Oil 
& Gas Co., of Tulsa. The style of the 
case is Pellissa Keys, Alice Caney, Janie 
Tiger, Holee Jims and Nokes Parhola 
against D. Replogle, H. L. Graves, the 
Kathleen Oil Co., the Sinclair Oil & Gas 
Co., Yarner Chupco, Lucy Buckner, Wiley 
Buckner and Amanda Micco. The case 
has not yet been set for trial. 





BULLITT COUNTY MY HAVE OIL. 





A report from Shepersville, in Bullitt 
County, south of Louisville, Ky., tells of 
a discovery of fresh evidence of oil and 
gas in the Bullitt’s Lick flats and that it 
has created some excitement in the coun- 
ty. About 48 years ago, a native named 
George Williams drilled a well on the 
flats, reaching a depth of 300 feet, strik- 
ing both showings of oil and gas, followed 
by a strong flow of salt water. Since 
then oil seepages have been found in 
numerous places and gas flows there at 
all seasons of the year. Salt River Val- 
ley is about 45 miles long by five miles 
wide in places, and this is the territory 
that the natives are going wild about, 
but they are backward in investing their 
money to try the territory out. 
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PRODUCTION OF UNITED STATES IN 1916 


Figures Covering All Fields Indicate an Output of 303,495,292 
Barrels—Gain Over Production of Previous Year. 


Figures compiled on the petroleum pro- 
duction of the United States for 1916 indi- 
cate that the amount obtained was 303,- 
495,292 bbls. Compared with the 301,872,- 
208 bbls. produced in 1915, that for 1916 
showed an increase of 1,623,084 bbls. This 
increase does not agree with the report of 
the United States Geological Survey, 
which gave an increase of over 11,000,000 
bbls., but it must be noted that the latter 
refers more particularly to the respective 
amounts marketed in the two years, rath- 
er than the actual output. 

The following table gives the production 
for the various divisions for 1916 com- 
pared with 1915, in barrels of 42 gallons: 





1916. 1915. 

Penna., W. Va., N. Y. 

and S. E. Ohio.... 20,724,836 20,333,480 
Lima-Indiana ...... 2,606,831 3,979,467 
TIVinO€® .occccccscves 16,349,274 15,588,493 
Kentucky ...-cccees 1,244,752 479,366 
Kansa® .cccccccccve 13,042,800 4,009,329 
Oklahoma ....-.e.+- 106,190,240 117,910,444 
North Texas.......- 8,852,865 5,591,422 
Louisi@ne.. 0... oceceee 11,862,466 15,940,393 
Gulf Coast.....s.e0- 23,921,866 22,906,779 
California .....-s+e. 91,822,362 89,768,298 
Wyoming ....cccece 6,672,000 5,164,737 
Miscellaneous ...... 205,000 200,000 

Total sc) saveewen 303,495,292 301,872,208 


The large gains in the output came from 
Kansas, California, North Texas, Wyo- 
ming and Kentucky. Kansas with the 
opening of the Butler County pools sprang 
into prominence, and during the year pro- 
duced 9,033,471 bbls. more than it was 
credited with in 1915. The two pools ap- 
pear to be declining at present, but their 
discovery has awakened interest in the 
possibilities of the State, and development 
will not stop until it has followed the oil 
belt line to Nebraska. 

North Texas made a gain of 3,261,443 
bbls. over the output of the previous year. 


This was due to the deepening of old shal- |" 


low preducers at Electra, with the dis- 
covery of a good producing sand at a low- 
er depth, and also to the extensions made 
to the pools and the finding of others. This 
territory does not come in the gusher 
class, but the wells show good staying 
qualities in many sands, and the amount 
of untested acreage gives promise of long 
life to this section. 

California gained 2,054,064 bbls. over the 
previous report. Some of this increase 
was due to the opening of wells which had 
been shut in during the period of low 
prices. For several years the estimated 
amount of shut-in production was esti- 
mated at from 8,000 to 14,00u bbis.. but 
this all disappeared in 1916 with the bet- 
ter demand and higher prices, and the 
wells are now producing. This, with the 
more careful attention given to the leases 
accounts for the larger production of Cali- 
fornia, as there were no gushers of ré- 
markable size discovered during the year. 
The largest one obtained was in Decem- 
ber, when the Standard Oil Co. found an 
8,000-bbl. well. There were some slight 
additions made to the old fields, but none 
of importance. 


The Gulf Coast is credited with 1,000,- 
000 bbls. more than it produced in 1915. 
This was obtained from gusher wells at 
Humble, Sour Lake, Goose Creek and Vin- 
ton. The amount which these wells put 
out in a short time is large, but they are 
not dependable producers, and the weekly 
average for the division flucuates largely. 
The first half of the year saw a large in- 
crease in the output owing to the deepen- 
ing of wells at Humble, and the striking 
of some that started above 10,000 bbls. 
daily. In the early part of February, the 
estimated daily production was above 82,- 
000 bbls., but by August it had declined 
to below 53,000 bbls., and during the latter 
part of the year fluctuated around 55,000 
bbls., and rather below than above that 
figure. 

Wyoming was noted during 1916 for the 
Striking of several pools which have a 
promising future, and the development of 
the State was more marked than in the 
past. The result of the year’s operations 
Was an increase in the production of some 
1,500,000 bbls. over that of 1915. 

Kentucky made a gain of 765,386 bbls. 
for the year above the figures of 1915. 
This was mostly obtained from the Irvine 
field, although the runs from that district 
did not begin to swell the output until in 
March and April. The output from Scotts- 
Ville is still handled in tank cars, so the 
botential production of the State is above 
what the amount taken to market shows. 

There were slight gains in the Pennsyl- 
vania grade division, which includes ..ew 





York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and 
Southeastern Ohio, and also in Illinois. 
In West Virginia, Cabin Creek and Dent’s 
Run helped to maintain the production. 
Small pools opened in Pennsylvania, and 
active work in all districts prevented any 
serious decline in the production. For 
six months of the year the average daily 
runs were below those of corresponding 
months of 1915, but for the other six 
months the average was above that of 
the previous year. The maintenance of 
the output in such old fields, some of 
which have been under development al- 
most since Drake struck oil, is a fair in- 
dication of how high prices for the prod- 
uct stimulates production. It also rather 
negatives the assumption that the fields 
are near exhaustion. 


The greatest loss for any division dur- 
ing 1916 was in Oklahoma, which pro- 
duced 11,720,204 bbls. less than in 1915. 
But Oklahoma still maintains its position 
at the head of the oil-producing States, to 
which place it moved in 1915. This State 
has the largest untested area within a de- 
fined oil belt of any other, unless it be 
Kansas, and the prospects are that it 
will make a better showing in the present 
year. The gusher wells have declined and 
fewer are being reported, but the present 
output is on a more settled basis, and the 
new pools to be found should more than 
offset the decrease. 


Louisiana reports a decrease of 4,077,- 
927 bbls. from the figures for 1915. In the 
latter year the Crichton pool, with its 
large gushers, was a feature, but during 
1916 no important wells were obtained to 
maintain the output. At the close of the 
year the production was at its lowest 
point for the 12 months, and the total in 
1916 was practically the same as for 1914. 


The old fields of Lima and Indiana 
failed to reach their 1915 production by 
1,372,636 bbls. Work was fairly active and 
many paying wells were obtained. Also 
there were fair producers found in the 
Cleveland district. But the number of 
wells pulled out, with the small return 
from new work, caused the total produc- 
tion to shrink. Operators in that division 
believe there is much good territory to be 
developed, and it is confidently expected 
that the gas section of Central Ohio will 
eventually prove to be productive of oil. 


The figures are encouraging in showing 
a fair increase in the production of petro- 
leum, when it is recalled that the statis- 
tics for 1916 had to compete with the won- 
derful output from the Cushing field in 
the previous year. The producers not 
only made up for the loss at Cushing, but 
did a little better and added something 
to the former total. If by multiplying the 
number of wells in 1917, rather than in dis- 
covering gushers, the same gain is accom- 
plished, the industry will have a prosper- 
ous year. 


Osages Camp on Trail 
Of Secretary F. K. Lane 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 2.—A committee 
of Indians from the Osage Nation headed 
by Chief Fred Lookout, has arived in 
the city. They have come as a result of 
the action of the Osage council, .which 
has sent them to take up with the Secre- 
tary of the Interior the question of open- 
ing for leases more oil land in the Osage 
reservation. They first asked authority 
from the Secretary of the Interior to come 
here for this purpose but he declined to 
sanction the visit and in spite of that 
fact they have made a trip without his 
sanction. C.E.K. 





TO DRILL DEEP TEST. 





Citizens of Chanute, Kan., are organ- 
izing company to drill a deep test some- 
where near that town. The intention is 
to go at least 3,000 feet and ‘‘as much 
deeper than that as the money will go.” 
It is to be a subscription affair, the pro- 
motoers believing that the whole com- 
munity will be benfited to the amount of 
the money expended in finding out just 
what there is below the shallow sand. 
Other deep wells are to be drilled at Fort 
Scott, in Bourbon County, Kan., and in 
Larned, which is in the western tier of 
counties and miles and miles away from 
anything that looks like oil. 
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Type 
U” 


Pumping Outfit 


Tan 
wo FREEZING 


TROUBLE 


Isn't advertising hard to believe? 


Here we have been 
telling you week after 
week that Novo Type 
*U”’ will do your pump- 
ing better and at less cost 
than a steam pump; that 
its first cost is about half 
and weight less than half. 


matter, scientists were proving 
that man-flying was impossible 
long after the Wrights had left 
the ground. 


In this case your doubts are 
costing you a lot of money, for 
Novo Type “‘U’’ Pumping Out- 
fit positively will do your work. 


Give our Engineering Depart- 
When you come to think of ment a chance to prove it. 
it, it wouldn’t do us much good 
to say that if -it wasn’t so, for 
we would simply have to make 
good if the pump didn’t. Yet 
you only half believe it. For that 


NOv° ENGINE Co. 


Clarence E. Bement, Sec. & Gen. Mgr 


737 Willow Street Lansing, Mich, 
Chicago Office: Lytton Building 


Novo Engine is furnished to operate on gasoline, kerosene or natural gas. 




















Saybolt Universal 
Viscosimeter 
and 
other forms of 


Standard 
Oil Testing 
Apparatus 


including Abel Pensky and 
Pensky-Martin Flash 
Point Testers U.S. Bureau 
of Mines model, also a full 
line of automatically con- 
trolled, electrically heated 
Drying Ovens, as well as 
Engler Distilling Flasks, 
Calorimeters and general 
Laboratory Apparatus. 


Special information gladly 
sent on request. 
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Testing Natural Gas 
For Gasoline Content 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 2.—‘‘Methods of 
Testing Natural Gas for Gasoline Con- 
tent’”’ is the subject of a bulletin by G. A. 
Burrell and G. W. Jones, of the Bureau 
of Mines. This bulletin especially dis- 
cusses those tests that can be used to 
show the applicability of the compression 
and condensation process and the absorp- 
tion process for producing gasoline from 
natural gas. 

Of this method Messrs. Burrell and 
Jones say: 

“Before a plant for extracting gasoline 
from natural gas is erected the yield and 
quality of the natural gas to be used 
should be thoroughly investigated. In the 
early days of the ‘casinghead’ gasoline 
industry, the failure of some plants to 
fulfill expectations was due to inadequate 
testing of the gas before construction of 
a plant was begun. More recently methods 
of testing natural gas for gasoline have 
become better standardized, and there is 
searcely any excuse for the failure of a 
pliant because of inadequate preliminary 
tests. 

“By itself the ordinary combustion 
method for determining the methane and 
ethane content of natural gas is of little 
value for estimating the gasoline content. 
In addition, it is difficult to perform, and 
a gas analyst must have had experience 
in methods of analyzing refined gas be- 
fore he can make a satisfactory analysis 
of natural gas, especially casinghead gas. 
Moreover, this method informs one only 
of the two predominating paraffins pre- 
sent and gives slight information on the 
quantity of gasoline vapors. As a result 
chemists early turned their attention to 
other more definite and more easily con- 
ducted tests. The laboratory tests that 
have been adopted and are chiefly used 
are those for specific gravity and solu- 
bility. 

“Natural gas may vary in_ specific 
gravity from about 0.56 (aid-1) to as much 
as 1.65, or from a gas containing methane 
as the only paraffin hydro-carbon, the 
methane constituting 99 per cent or more 
of the total valume of gas, to an ex- 
tremely ‘wet’ gas, from which gasoline 
in quantities up to four or five gallons per 
1,000 cubic feet can be obtained. 

“Specific gravity tests may be made 
either by weighing the gas in a small 
glass vessel or by means of the effusion 
method first proposed by Bunsen. The 
weighing method is the more accurate, 
but for testing casinghead gas for its 
gasoline content sufficiently reliable re- 
sults can be obtained by the effusion 
method, and it possesses the advantage 
over the weighing method that a test can 
be easily and rapidly made.” 

In conclusion they say: 

‘“‘Natural gas to be treated by compres- 
sion and condensation methods may be 
tested for its gasoline content by de- 
termining the specific gravity of the gas 
and the percentage of absorption in oil. 
The quantity of gasoline that may be 
obtained from natural gas ranging in 
specific gravity from 0.64 to 1.46 varies 
from zero to five gallons per 1,000 cubic 
feet of gas tested. The yield correspond- 
ing to the percentage of the gas absorbed 
in oil varies from zero for an absorption 





of 16 per cent to five gallons for an| 


absorption of 86%. 

“So called ‘dry gas’ can be tested for 
treatment by the absorption process, a 
method that is a duplicate on a small 
scale of the large scale practice. The 
method consists in absorbing the gaso- 
line in ‘mineral seal oil,’ by passing a 
measured amount of the gas through the 
oil in a portable absorber and then dis- 
tilling the absorbed gasoline out of the 
oil. 

“Another method that is essentially a 
laboratory method consists in freezing 
the gasoline out of the natural gas at a 
temperature of about 115 degrees C. 

“The flow of gas from a well may be 
determined by the use of a Pitot tube or 
an orifice meter; the flow of less than 
15,000 feet in 24 hours may be measured 
directly by domestic meters.” C.E.K. 


BOUGHT BOND ISSUE OF MILLION. 





BALTIMORE, Md., Feb. 4.—The Citi- 
zens Co., Inc., and Robert Garrett & Sons 
have purchased $1,000,000 of first mort- 
gage and collateral trust 10-year 6% bonds 
of the Indiahoma Refining Co., Okmulgee, 
Okla., and St. Louis, Mo. B. A. Bren- 
nan, president of the Citizens Co., and 
A. E. Duncan, of Robert Garrett & Sons, 
recently went over the property, spending 
several days in Oklahoma. The Citizens 
Co. is acting as syndicate managers. 








TO PROTECT KANSAS FISH. 





TOPEKA, Kan., Feb. 5.—Moore of Cow- 
ley County would protect the fish in 
streams running through Kansas oil fields. 
A bill in the House today would compel 
oil and gas operators to direct their flows 
of gas and salt water to private ponds in 
an effort to save the fish in streams of 
the State. 

Complaints have come from many per- 
sons in Southern Kansas who contend 
that the oi! and-.gas development has 
ruined the stream for fishing purposes. 
The oil, which in many instances has 
been permitted to flow into the Verdegris, 
Neosho, Walnut and other streams, has 
killed thousands of fish and driven them 
from waters that were once. favorite fish- 
ing resorts in the State. 


MUNICIPAL GAS PLANT A FAILURE. 





CINCINNATI, O., Feb. 5.—Municipal gas 
plant is a failure at Tamilton, O., accord- 
ing to a report just filed by Expert Sam- 
uel S. Wyer, consulting engineer, of Col- 
umbus, O. He says that the investment 
can only be saved by the exercise of rigid 
economy and a raising of rates all around. 
He found an abnormal loss in the distri- 
bution department due to leaks. The fail- 
ure is also due in part to political favor- 
itism. 


Common Carrier Law 


Will Soon Be Tested 


LOS ANGELES, Cal., Feb. 3.—Just as 
soon as the last brief—that of one of the 
attorneys for the Associated Pipe Line 
Co., now in the EKast—has been filed, the 
Supreme Court will call and set for trial 
the now four-year-old litigation instituted 
by the Associated Oil Co., the Southern 
Pacific, the General Petroleum and Union 
Oil interests to enjoin the enforcement of 
the common carrier pipe line law enacted 
by the Legislature of 1913. The attorney 
for the Associated has promised to file 
his brief as soon as he returns. The liti- 
gation affects practically all pipe lines in 
the State, except those of the Standard Oil 
Co., which corporation has accepted the 
law and submitted to its provisions. 

The present move to get an immediate 
decision in the pipe ilne litigation is the 
result of the employment by J. W. Jame- 
son and associates of Attorney Alfred L. 
Black, of this city, to represent them im 
| the proceedings. Mr. Black has been busy 
|for the last two months or so trying to 
|aecelerate the proceedings, which had 
lagged for lack of somebody with direct 
interest to push matters. Mr. Black has 
obtained an order of the court that the 
case shall be taken up as soon as the last 
brief has been filed. 

Mr. Black is confident the Supreme 
Court will sustain the constitutionality of 
the statute, for the reason that it is al- 
most idential with the Federal law regu- 
lating the pipe ilnes engaged in interstate 
commerce, which was declared by the 
United States Supreme Court to be con- 
stitutional. 

The constitutionality of the main stat- 
ute, declaring pipe lines to be common 
earriers, now before the State Supreme 
Court, is in no.way bound up with the 
| litigation previously brought in the Fed- 
eral courts to enjoin the Railroad Com- 
mission from enforcing the supplementary 
act passed by the Legislature at the same 
time, imposing a license fee of 50 cents a 
barrel upon any pipe line that should at- 
tempt to do business other than as a com- 
mon carrier. The purpose of this supple- 
mentary legislation was clearly to render 
impractical a court attack upon the con- 
stitutionality of the main statute, for, of 
course, a pipe line would have to continue 
moving the oil of the company that owned 
or controlled it and to pay 50 cents a 
barrel license fee during the pendency of 
| the litigation, which would mean ruin for 
any corporation. The Federal courts 
promptly declared this supplementary leg- 
islation confiscatory and unconstitutional 
and enjoined the Railroad Commission 
from enforcing its provisions. This sup- 
plementary legislation, having failed of 
its obvious purpose, has been allowed to 
die without any appeal having been taken 
by the State, and all effort is now cen- 
tered upon the question of the constitu- 
tionality of the main statute. 

As soon as the court has passed upon 
the constitutionality of the law, if its de- 
cision be favorable, Mr. Black will take 
steps to have its provisions put into prac- 
tical effect. To make it impossible fur- 
ther to delay the enforcement of the law, 
or by impractical regulations to render it 
of no value, Mr. Black will prepare and 
ask the Railroad Commission to adopt a 
set of regulations covering every point 
that can be raised. 


















A Letter From A Refiner 


SOUTHERN OIL CORPORATION 
PETROLEUM AND ITS PRODUCTS 


TULSA,OKLAHOMA 








REFINERY, YALE, OKLA. OFFICE, 1003-8 GALLAIS BLDG. 


December 5, 1916. 
Gaso Burner Manufacturing Co., 
Tulsa, Okla. 


Gentlemen: Wc have installed your No. 2 burners which you 
shipped us by express a few days ago, and find that they are what 
we want for our plant. Therefore, ask that you ship us via American 
Express at Yale, Okla., 28 of these No. 2 burners. 

We ask that you acknowledge receipt of this order and that you 
give us prompt shipment. w2 

Yours truly 


(Signed) R. S. AYERS, President 


GASO BURNER MANUFACTURING CO. 
Office and Works: 902 E. Hodge Street, TULSA, OKLA. 
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Steel for Service 
If your competitor is using 
Steel Bull Wheels 


and you are still using the old wooden type, who 
do you think is having the least trouble and ex- 
pense in drilling? 


The mark of 
quality 


It protects the 
user 





Carnegie Steel Company 


General offices, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
845 




















Dart Unions and F langes 








have two bronze seats in the vital part which are 
perfectly ground and eliminate all trouble due to 
corrosion. 


Made of heavy patterns and especially adapted 
to high pressure lines. Write for tree sample and 
catalog. 


E. M. DART MFG. CO. 
Providence, R. I. 
TheFairbanks Co., New Orleans, Distributors 
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Cleans the Teeth, Sweetens the Breath 
and Prevents Pyorrhea _ 


Price, 50 cts. 
Per Tube— Postpaid 
ASK YOUR DENTIST 


KRAMER LABORATORIES CoO., Oil City, Pa. 








For Sale at PURITAN and QUAKER DRUG STORES, Tulsa, Okla 
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Geologist Tells Of 
Drilling In Montana 


BILLINGS, Mont., Jan. 26.—With the 
object of getting at the basic facts in the 
oil industry in Montana, its progress and 
possibilities, F. John Sur, well known 
geologist and petroleum expert, has made 
a careful survey of the State and in an 
interview with a Gazette reporter, gives 
his views on the industry and his findings. 

There has been a vast amount of drill- 
ing in Montana during the past year, Mr. 
Sur says, and during the coming year 
drilling will be carried on to an even 
greater extent. The greatest oil interests 
in the world have turned their eyes to 
Montana, he asserts, and the State will 
be scientifically and thoroughly exploited 
with the hope of bringing in some great 
fields. This will mean the expenditure 
of huge fortunes in so-called ‘wildcat’ 
drilling, A sure indication of this is given 
by the fact that a number of large drill- 
ing and oil well supply companies are lo- 
‘eating branch offices in the State, several 
of which have already chosen Billings as 
their headquarters. 

“The man on the outside has no idea 
what the exploitation and development 
of an oil field means,’’ said Mr. Sur. 
“Particularly is this true where the con- 
ditions point to oil, but do indicate a 
great quantity of it as is found in Okla- 
homa, California and Wyoming. I have 
estimated that drillers spent over $8 for 
every foot of well drilled in Montana last 
year. This excessive cost was caused by 
transportation difficulties, and adverse 
weather conditions and inexperienced 
operation. The development in 1917 will 
be carried on at a much lower figure. 
Thirty-two wells whose combined depth 
is 36,979 feet means that $295,832 was 
spent last year. But the real exploitation 
has hardly started. The coming year will 
see a larger and more wide-spread actiity 
in drilling. 

“The eyes of the oil world are turned 
on an operation now going on near Glas- 
gow, where the experimental well is being 
sunk into the Madison limestone, with 
the object of discovering whether this 
structure has oil in commercial quan- 
tities,’ Mr. Sur continued. ‘There has 
never been a well sunk into the Madison 
limestones in either Montana or Wyom- 
ing. Geologists have found oil globules 
in the limestone where it is exposed on 
the surface. A seepage of oil has also 
been found in this formation in the Big 
Horn basin, Wyoming country. However 
it is a well known fact that some of the 
greatest oil deposits are in the limestones 
and some of the greatest fields are draw- 
ing their petroleum from it. Its equi- 
valent in Northern Alberta has shown oil 
in commercial quantities in two cases. 

“Tests similar to this are being -car- 
ried on throughout this section of the 
country to prove heretofore unproven 
formations. It is the aim of the opera- 
tors to drill in structures that have proven 
by precedence to be oil-bearing in other 
places, but in this district, these struc- 
tures are being explored in unproven 
formations. 

“One of the greatest enemies to oil op- 
erators is the immense pressure of water 
in oil sands and it is with the object of 
finding oil above the water in the sands 
that most of the drilling is being done. 
The many faults in structures is a great 
problem to the operators. Qil has been 
known to drain from one side of a fault 
to the other side. While drilling is being 
carried on to a great extent in Montana, 
Wyoming, now well under development, 
far surpasses it, as between 400 and 500 
Wells were drilled in that State last year.” 
_ The oil operators of Wyoming are form- 
ing an organization to further their mu- 
tual interests in securing leases on State, 
school and Government lands and legis- 
lative protection, Mr. Sur says. The call 
for an organization meeting has been sent 
out by Secretary- Robert Taylor, of Cas- 
ber, to be held in that city within the 
next 30 days and all Montana operators 
are invited to be present and exchange 
notes and ideas, Mr. Sur says. 

Drilling in Montana. 

The drilling in Montana, as tabulated 
for counties, with depth and present con- 
ditions, by Mr. Sur, follows: 

Yellowstone.—Monarch Oil & Gas Co., 
near Billings, 2,450 feet, dry and aban- 
doned; Worland Oil Co. on Duck Creek, 
800 feet, active; Wizard Oil & Gas Co., 
Spring Creek, 10,000 bbls. water daily, 742 
feet, active. 

Carbon.—Mountain States Oil Co., 1,100 
feet, active; B. F. Hoyt, 2,800 feet, active; 
Prudential Elk Basin Oil Co., 1,800 feet, 
active; H. C. Grimling, 1,500 feet, active; 
Elk Basin Oil Co., drilled 1,700 feet and 
redrilling to greater depth; Greybull & 





logical 


‘miles. 





Montana Co., recently struck oil on the 
Hillside claim; Midwest Oil Co., claim No. 
6, 1,570 feet, 30 bbls. oil per hour for first 
34 hours; Midwest claim No. 5, 967 bbls. 
first day. 

Stillwater.—B. F. Wirebeck, 2,580 feet, 
active; James R. Thorpe & Co., Denver, 
1,000 feet, active. 

Meagher.—_Near Two’ Dot, first hole 
1,100 feet, lost tools; second hole, 305 feet, 
active. 

Sheridan.—Plentywood Oil & Gas Co., 
1,700 feet, active. 

Dawson—Widwest Refining Co., gas at 
765 feet, present depth 2,710, operations 
discontinued; William Easton, near Glen- 
dive, 700 feet, active; Munroe well, show 
of gas at 835 feet, not active; Treasure 
State Oil & Gas Co., of Baker, show of 
gas at 1,080 feet; Eastern Montana Oil & 
Gas Co., seven wells in Baker district 
with gas output of from 1,500,000 to 2,500,- 
000 cubic feet a day. 

Musselshell. — Near Franklin, around 
2,000 feet, active; Wyoming & Montana 
Development Co., started operations. 

Sweet Grass.—Verne Hawkins, near Mc- 
Leod, 1,100 feet, active. 

Fallon.—One well at Baker, 2,200 feet, 
active; has over 1,000,000 cubic feet of 
gas, tapped at around 950 feet. 

Blaine.—Chinook Oil & Gas Co., 
feet, active. 

Teton.—Conrad Oil & Gas Co., 900 feet, 
active. 

Cascade.—B. E. Ladow & Co., 900 feet, 
active. 

Lewis and Clark.—Sunriver O. & T. Co., 
1,500 feet. 

Beaverhead.—Beaverhead & Alberta Oil 
& Gas Co., active; National Oil Co., 675 
feet, active. 

There are a few wells in Montana that 
are not listed here on account of informa- 
tion not being available. 


Railroads Are Using 
Much More Fuel Oil 


Bach year sees a greater use of oil by 
the railroads as a substitute for coal. In 
these days of advancing prices for coal 
the use of petroleum as locomotive fuel 
is seen by many as a solution of the prob- 
lem of power. The Southern roads, par- 
ticularly, are coming around to this meth- 
od of propelling their engines, and be- 
cause of the wonderful results obtained 
the practice is becoming widespread. 

Figures for 1916 are not yet available, 
but, according to the United States Geo- 
Survey, there was consumed in 
1915 36,648,466 bbls. of oil fuel, an in- 
crease of 5,555,000 bbls., or 18% over 1914. 
It is expected that for 1916 the figures 
will be startling. However, theré is this 
bad feature: The law of supply and de- 
mand governs the price of fuel oil, the 
same as it does other commodities, and 
the heavy demand is bound to have a re- 
flection in the price; in fact, it already 
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has resulted in doubling the price of fuel 


oil. 

The use of fuel oil on ships has proven 
of inestimable value, and it is only nat- 
ural to suppose that what has been ac- 
complished on the water can be accom- 
plished by the railroads. It has been said 
that three barrels of oil will do the work 
of one ton of coal, at a rough estimate. 
The railroads have found it advantageous 


to employ this means of getting power. 


For instance, the Southern Pacific finds 
that a ton of coal and a ton of fuel oil 
cost practically the same, but the road is 
able to get almost three miles more out 
of a ton of fuel oil than out of a ton of 
coal. The prices will vary on different 
roads, as some roads are closer to ‘their 
source of supply. 

The total distance covered by oil-burn- 
ing locomotives in 1915 was 124,255,525 
miles and the average distance covered 
per barrel of oil fuel consumed was 3.39 
Oil fuel at the beginning of 1916 
was used to some extent on 40 railroads 
in the United States, having tracks in 
21 States. 


SUIT FOR BIG INDIAN ESTATE 
MAY GO TO HIGHER COURTS. 





MUSKOGEE, Okla., Jan. 31.—The Yar- 
hola will case, which has been on trial 
in the local courts for the past three 
weeks, will now go to a higher tribunal, 
according to all of the attorneys in the 
ease. The estate is an allotment located 
in the Cushing*district and has been one 
of the biggest producers there for the 
past four years. There are several claim- 
ants and several cross-bills which clutter 
up the record. The Creek Nation is one 
of the parties to the contest, and this 
may eventually land the litigation in the 
Federal courts. 








LINK- BELT 


(GIVES the results you require 

in drilling work. Strong and 
reliable—the dependence of 
drillers in the hardest fields. 
SS-40 and SS-124 test materially 
stronger than the average 
Link-Belt of the same size, with 
the elements of greatly increased 
durability. 


This trade mark >—————— on every link. 


Write for Folder No. 237. 


LINK-BELT COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO INDIANAPOLIS 
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NEW CATALOG SENT ON REQUEST 


WATERBURY COMPANY 
63 PARK ROW. NEW YORK 
OKLAHOMA IRON WORKS 

Tulsa, Drumright and Bartlesville 


SAN FRANCISCO, 113 Davis St. 
DALLAS, TEX., Powell & Ellett Company 911 Southwestern Life Building 














CHICAGO, 419 West 12th Place 
NEW ORLEANS, 1018 Maison-Blanche Bldg. 














CUDAHY REFINING CO. 


REFINERS OF 


PETROLEUM 


NAPHTHA KEROSENE 


PARAFFINE WAX 


GASOLINE 
LUBRICATING OILS 


OFFICE: CONWAY BUILDING 


CHICAGO 


Operating Refineries at COFFEYVILLE and CHANUTE, KAN., CUSHING, VINITA and MUSKOGEE, OKLA 

















HAWORTH CORPORATION 


OF WYOMING 


OIL STOCKS AND LANDS : PRODUCTION 
SPECIAL REPORTS 


GENERAL OFFICES—DALY BLOG. 
CASPER, WYO. 
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The “PRIMM” Oil Engine 


runs on lowest grades of oil and 
is all the name ‘‘Primm”” signifies. 
Equipped with special governor 
and reverse clutch for drilling. 














THE POWER MFG. CoO. 
Dept. 14, Lima, Ohio 
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Natural Gas Developments 


HOLDREN WILL TRY TO END 
KANSAS NATURAL LITIGATION. 

INDEPENDENCE, Kan., Feb. 5.—Judge 
J. W. Holdren, of the District Court of 
Montgomery County, after two days of 
argument in the motion of the Attorney 
General to dismiss the Kansas Natural 
Gas receiver, announced that ‘‘if there is 
any way of discharging the receiver and 
closing this litigation without shirking 
any responsibility, I will do it.” 

After some discussion as to the form of 
the orders and such like details, Judge 
Holdren further said: 

“By reason of the fact that the person- 
nel of this court has changed, and I am 


not familiar with all the phases of this 
dispute, I will not make a decision at this 
time, but I will offer this suggestion: 


After listening to the argument and read- 
ing the pleadings I find there seems to be 
a great desire on the part of all con- 
cerned to end this litigation. Some one 
must take the initiative. I do not say I 
will do this, but it is possible and even 
probable that I will take the initiative and 
discharge this receiver. I will not turn 





now in effect are not only unreasonable 
and unjust, but result in waste to the 
property. 

The history of the litigation is reviewed 
at length, it being pointed out that on 
Dec. 17, 1914, a stipulation, signed by all 
parties at interest, was agreed to, by 
which the Public Utilities Commission 
was asked to give the gas case a hearing 
and establish a just schedule of rates. 
The Utilities Commission later on estab- 
lished a rate of 28 cents throughout the 
State as reasonable, with a charge of 23 
cents a thousand for Montgomery County, 
the home of the gas company, excepting 
in the case of Elk City, where a charge 
of 25 cents was allowed. Then cents a 
thousand was agreed upon for boiler gas 
in this county and 12% cents for the rest 
of the State. 

On Dec. 28, 1915, the receivers for the 
company filed this schedule and began 
collecting under it, except in Montgom- 
ery County, where the old rate of 20 
cents was maintained. The next day, 
however, the receiver sought to enjoin 
the enforcement of the 28-cent order, and 
all the cities in Kansas and Missouri af- 


the Kansas Natural loose to run wild over] fected by the gas situation, as well as the 


the prairies. The more I observe of this 
entanglement the more convinced I am 
the litigation should be brought to’ an end. | 


That is the way I feel about it.’ 


Public Service Commission of Missouri, 


| were made parties to the suit. -On June 


3, 1916, the United States District Court 


| issued a temporary injunction restraining 


It is expected that the final orders will|the enforcement of the 28-cent rate and 


be entered within the next two weeks, as 
Judge Holdren desires to give the reciever 
and his assistants time to wind up the af- 
fairs of the company and get them in 
such shape that the dismissal of the liti 
gation and the discharge of the receiver 
will not affect the service of the Kansas 
Natural Gas Co. to its hundreds of thou- 
sands of customers in Kansas and Mis- 
souri. 


Kansas Natural Tangle 
Reviewed in Late Step 


INDEPENDENCE, Kan., Feb. 30.—At- 
torney General S. M. Brewster last week 
took a new twist on the Kansas Natural 
Gas situation when he filed in the district 
court a motion asking the court for an 
order to the receiver of the Kansas Nat- 
ural Co., John M. Landon, directing him 
to forthwith dismiss all suits now pending 
in the Federal District Court involving the 
Kansas Natural Gas Co. These suits are 
known as Equity No. 136-N, brought as a 
dependent bill to Suits No. 1, equity, and 
No. 1351, equity, the first being brought 
by the Fidelity Trust Co. to foreclose on 
the gas company’s property, and the sec- 
ond by John L. McKinney in the matter 
of a creditors’ bill and asking for a re- 
ceiver for the property. 

The court is also asked for an order 
directing the receiver to put into effect 





rates for gas in Kansas as established by 
the Public Utilities Commission, formu- 
lated in an order of Dec. 10, 1915, and to 
abrogate and discontinue the ‘‘discrim- 
inatory, unfair and unreasonable rates 
now exacted” by the receiver and ‘‘which 
have resulted from the litigation carried 


on by the receiver in said suit,’’ and from 
controversies between the cities of Kan- 
sas and the receiver, and said reasonable 
rates and no other to be charged for Jan- 
uary, 1917. It is charged that the rates 


Oil a~d Gas Leases for Sale 


60,000 acres Breathitt Co., Kentucky. 
50,000 acres Knox, Clay and Laurel Cos. 
13, 700 acres Estill, Jackson & Montg’y. 
2, acres Laurel County. 








1,65 50 acres Whitley County. 
1,300 acres Powell County. 
600 acres Knox County. 
650 acres Estill Co. producing 100 bbls. 
Wells contracted for at $1.50 per foot 
and produce at 86 te 800 feet. 





Cc. G. BLISS, 50 Church St., N. Y. City. 














Rittman Gasoline Plants 





DESIGNED, BUILT and 
OPERATED 


Domestic and Foreign 


Synthetic Hydro-Carbon Co. 


Fitzsimmons Bldg. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 























requiring the receiver to make extensions 
of $500,000 within six months for the se- 
curing of an adequate gas supply. He 
was also required to file a bond of $750,- 
000 as an earnest that he would comply 
with the order of the court and to in- 
demnify the patrons of the company 
against loss by reason of the collection of 
a rate greater than 28 cents, in case the 
old rate should eventually prevail. 

The bond was given July 9, 1916. On 
Aug. 16, 1916, the receiver adopted a new 
seale of rates whereby 35 cents a thou- 
sand was charged in all upstate cities 
with the exception of Topeka, where a 
50-cent rate went into effect, and later 
another order was issued whereby certain 
gas companies were charged 18 cents at 
the city gates. On Sept. 1, 1916, the re- 
ceiver and the Olathe Gas Co., it is 
charged, entered into an agreement where- 
by by the existing contracts were abro- 
gated and a rate of 35 cents made effec- 
tive. The majority of the cities have re- 
fused to put the increased rates into ef- 
fect and litigation piled upon litigation. 

Oct. 26, 1916, H. L. Doherty, of New 
York, entered into an agreement with a 
committee of Kansas Natural stockhold- 
ers to purchase the Kansas Natural Gas 
Co., contingent upon their delivery to him 
of a controlling interest, or 40,000 shares, 
by a certain date. They delivered 60,000 
shares, for which he has paid $15 a share 
as advance money, the whole price being 
$40 a share. Feb. 5, 1917, he is expected 
to assume control of the property and to 
operate it in connection with the Empire 
Gas & Oil Co. and the Wichita Gas Co. 

When the State Utilities Commission, 
at his request, granted Doherty a cer- 
tificate empowering him to operate the 
Kansas Natural properties in Kansas it 
was upon the express promise that he 
would dismiss all litigation in the Federal 
court, the Attorney General alleges, and 
that the 28-cent rate for gas would be ad- 
hered to. The Attorney General claims 
the company plans to maintain the pres- 
ent high prices until the winter months 
are over and then go back to the lower 
rate to escape the forfeiture of the bond 
of $750,000, and that such proceeding con- 
stitutes a fraud, therefore he asks the 
dismissal of all litigation by the court 
here. 


TO STOP GAS EXPORTATION 
FROM WEST VIRGINIA POOLS. 





CINCINNATI, O., Feb. 2.—The natural 
gas supply of scores of other Ohio cities 
is threatened by a bill introduced in the 
West Virginia Legislature late last week 
providing for a heavy tax on exportation 
of gas from the State and an additional 
tax against corporations operating pump- 
ing stations for exportation purposes. 

Ohio gas men regard the tax imposed 
by the bill as almost prohibitive. Cutting 
off of the West Virginia fields might mean 
an end to natural gas in Athens and most 
of the Central and Southern Ohio cities 
now supplied, they say. 

The proposed tax is one-fiteenth of 1% 
per 100 cubic feet for each 25 miles the 
gas is transported within West Virginia 
and the same amount for each 1,000 feet 
passing out of the State through pipe line 
pumping stations or compressors. 





NEW ARKANSAS GAS BILL IS 
NOW READY FOR LEGISLATURE. 





FORT SMITH, Ark., Feb. 3.—The new 
gas bill has been completed and forward- 
ed to the Sebastion County delegation in 
the Legislature. The title is: ‘‘A bill for 
an act to conserve the naturdl gas re- 
sources of the State of Arkansas, and to 
appoint an inspector, and for other pur- 
poses.’’ There are two enacting clauses, 
the first embodying the General Assem- 
bly and the second the people of the 
State. 

Section 1 provides for casing off all 
fresh or salt water encountered in drilling 
each well from the oil or gas-producing 
sand. In case oil or gas is found in one 
stratum of sand and the well sunk to a 
lower stratum, such first oil or gas shall 
be conserved by casing or mudding in. 

Section 2 requires the shutting in and 
confining of oil or gas in a new well with- 
in 10 days following its discovery until it 
may be utilized. 

Section 3 provides for plugging all dry 
holes under the supervision of the in- 
spector. Cement and sand concrete shall 
be filled in to a point: not less than 20 
feet above the top of the gas or oil-bearing 
sand. This shall be capped with a wood- 
en plug not less than two feet long and 
fitting the hole. Bach succeeding sand 
stratum shall be treated in like manner. 


Section 4 provides that any person in- 
jured by failure to comply may enter 
upon the premises and plug the well as 
provided, and shall have a lien on the 
leasehold for such expense. The fine for 
failure to comply with the provisions is 
fixed between $100 and $1,000. 

Section 6 provides for the keeping of an 
accurate log of all wells during drilling 
operations. 

Section 7 provides that it shall be the 
duty of any person discovering any leak 
in a pipe line to forthwith notify the own- 
er, who shall immediately repair the 
same. This notification duty is also laid 
upon the inspector with penalty for fail- 
ure of $100 to $1,000. 

Section 8 provides a penalty for per- 
mitting natural gas to escape after three 
days following its being struck. Provision 
is made for cases in which. the flow is 
uncontrollable within that time. 

Section 9 permits owners of lands ad- 
joining to stop such waste if owners fail 
to do so, with lien upon the leasehold. 

Section 10 provides penalty for setting 
fire to escaping gas from well or pipe 
lines. Flambeau torches are forbidden as 
wasteful of gas. 


Flavor of Other Days 
Recalled By Gas Sale 


Times when gas was so plentiful that 
it was cheaper to let it burn than to put 
out the torches during the day time are 
recalled by the recent sale of the Empire 
and Tionesta, Pa., gas companies. The 
flavor of the old days is in this story which 
appeared in the Warren (Pa.) Mirrior: 

A gas deal of consideable magnitude 
has been consummated in Tionesta when 
the stockholders of the Tionesta and 
Empire Gas companies of Tionesta trans- 
ferred all their stock in those concerns 
to J. B. Forker, H. H. James, E. 
Evans and D. K. Johnson of Oil City; 
these parties representing the McCoy Gas 
Co. of Oil City. While the transfer had 
been known to be under consideration for 
some time, it was not until recently that 
the consent of all the stockholders to 
sell had been secured, the matter being 
closed with the transfer Wednesday. The 
new owners will take charge of the plant 
conducting it as in past years. 

The new deal will mean much to the 
citizens of Tionesta, as it will give them 
an abundant supply of gas in the future 
and enable the town to offer inducements 
in the way of fuel for manufacturing 
plants which may desire to locate there. 
For some time the Tionesta company has 
been somewhat short on gas, owing to 
the diminishing pressure on its wells. 
The new owners have an abundant sup- 
ply of fuel in a number of wells in the 
Speechley sand, located between Fryburg 
and Shippensville, Clarion County, which 
they can connect up with the Tionesta 
company’s lines by laying from five to 
six miles of new pipe line. The purchase 
price of the stock transferred is under- 
stood to have been $27,500.00. 

The Tionesta Gas Co. was organized in 
1886, Major A. C. Hawkins of Bradford, 
Pa., being the main stockholder and Hon. 
E. L. Davis of Tionesta being the man- 
ager. Gas was first turned into the line 
in September, 1886. About six or eight 
years after this the citizens of Tionesta 
took over the company, paying $20,000 
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OiL. MAP 


Up-to-date, sectionized map of the 
Miami-Franklin County, Kansas, shal- 
low oil fields, 40 miles south of Kan- 
sas City; correct landowners and latest 
development given; size 42x60"; sent 
postpaid for price; paper blue print, $5; 
cloth, $6. 

H. D. AHRENS, Paola, Kan. 


INSURANCE 


Workmen’s Compensation, 
Oil Insurance of All Kinds 
Let us take care of your requirements 


in Oklahorna and Kansas and save you 
time, trouble and expense. 


CARR & FRENCH 
316-320 Gallais Bldg., TULSA, OKLA. 


LAFE SPEER ABSTRACT CO. 
General Abstractors 
J. A. Boyd, Pres. and Mgr. 
11 S. Park St. Sapulpa, Okla. 





ROBERTSON, BAILEY, 
NELSON & BAILEY 


ATTORNEYS AND 
COUNSELORS AT LAW 





20 W. THIRD ST. TULSA, OKLA. 
LYON’S RESTAURANT 
The Clean Place 
Management F. W. LYON Robinson, IIl. 


TULSA, OKLA. 
436-440 Robinson Arcade Phone 4450 
MUSKOGEE, OKLA. 


511-514 Surety Bldg. Phone 815 








GEO. T. AMYX 
Oil Production and Leases 
Kansas and Oklahoma Fields 
203% E. Main Chanute, Kans. 


CAPITAL ABSTRACT AND REALTY CO. 
W. S. Bell, L. B. Norton: 
J. F. Patterson 


Okmulgee, - - - - - Oklahoma 


Mowbray Undertaking Co. 


Phones: 329, 86, 911 
422-424 S. Boston Ave., Tulsa, Okla. 


SAND SPRINGS WATER COMPANY 
Pure Spring Water 
Distilled 


Phone 700 Tulsa, Okla. 








If you want to buy a used car that is 
guaranteed, see us. Every car sold is 
absolutely guaranteed from defects. If 
you want to improve your car, see us. 
AUTO CLEARING & SALES CO. 
Auto Tops—Seat Covers 
Phone 5949 207-09 N. Main St. 
TULSA, OKLA. 


CLIPSON CLEANING WORKS 
Plant, 915 S. Main St. 
Uptown Office, Hotel Tulsa 
Phone 4660 Tulsa, Okla. 








E. A. COLEMAN 
Oil Production and Royalty Broker 


Kansas and Oklahoma Fields — 
Montpelier, Williams County, Ohio 


STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDING 
Oil Refineries, Casinghead Gas Plants, 
Glass Plants, Machine Shops, 
Bridges, Etc. 

Engineers for designing fireproof 
structures for all purposes 
Cc. M. PRITCHARD 
Structural Engineer 
203 Seaman Bidg. TULSA, OKLA. 


COCHRANE 
Water Softeners (Hot Process) 
Feed Water Heaters 
Multiport Valves. Separators 
Boiler Troubles Eliminated 
Concrete Stacks 


H. O. SIMMONS, C. E. 


Telephone 2787 
1314 S. Denver Ave. TULSA, OKLA. 








MISS CAROLINE BAKER 


Law and Commercial Stenographer 


COX & RADCLIFFE 
Petroleum Geology 


PRODUCERS OIL EXCHANGE 


Leases and Production 


Abstract Books Complete Oil Maps 


STAFFORD ABSTRACT CO. 














Tulsa, Okla. Oklahoma City 


212 S. Boston Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 


Notary Public Phone 392 and Mine Engineering ‘ Abstracts of Title 
301 Gallais Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. | | 311 Daniel Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 1219 Colcord Bldg. Oklahoma City | | 20S sinners Of Records, Cowley Co. 
WM. S. BARNICKEL & CO. DAWSON TOWEL SUPPLY TULSA AUTO LIVERY CoO. 
Chemical Engineers Aprons, Towels and Jackets for Rent THE P URITAN DRUG co. 101 T A XI 1 22 
Treating Roily Oil a Specialty Towel service for offices, $1 per month Drugs and Sundries New & 
601 Merchants-Laclede Bldg., St. Louis Phone 2185 Tulsa, Okla. New Cars Tulsa, Okla. 
Soda and Ice Cream 
BASS FURNITURE & CARPET CO. DICKEY-ASHBY-FOUNTAIN CO. ananeuieameaiaiaa Place your orders for ice with the 
Furniture for Office and Home General Insurance Phones: 112 and 44 TULSA ICE COMPANY 
Shaw-Walker Filing Devices *Derricks, Tanks and Contents Insured Hotel Tulsa Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. Phone 12 4 North Detroit Tulsa, Okie. 








G. E. BENNETT, Oil Broker 
Only first-class producing properties 
handied 


230 Robinson Arcade Tulsa, Okla. 


GEO. W. HENRY, Printer 
“BETTER PRINTING” 
112 W. Second St. 


Phone 238 Tulsa, Okla. 








LEASES 
NEAR WILDCAT WELLS 
Prices From $1.00 An Acre Up 
Abstracts Furnished 
MY OWN PROPERTIES EXCLUSIVELY 
ELI D. BERNSTEIN 
Herskowitz Bldg. 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 


PRODUCTION WANTED 


We want some good leases and settled 
productions, royalties or working in- 
terests. Full particulars first letter. 
A. L. HOLTOM & COMPANY 
203-4-5 Flynn-Ames Bidg., 
Muskogee, Okla. 




















RELIABLE TRANSFER AND BAGGAGE CO. 
Moves Baggage, Office Furniture and 
Freight Promptly 
"Phones 1755-5488 Tulsa, Okla. 








T. M. RICHARDSON Jr. 


OIL LEASES AND 
PRODUCTION 


OKLAHOMA OIL STOCKS 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 








L. F. BROACH 
Oil Properties. ‘‘High Class Properties 
Only”’ Phone 6648 
403 S. Boulder Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 








YOUR CARD SHOULD BE. HERE 
‘It Brings Results’ 
One-half inch, $1.50 per month 





THE KETCHUM HOTEL 
European Plan 
Rates, $1.50 he Day and Up 


Tulsa’s Finest and Best Equipped 
Hostelry 


First Class Cafe 
Large Sample Rooms 
5th and Main Sts. TULSA, OKLA. 








WILLIAM A. RINEY 
Civil Engineer and Geologist 


Mapping Geologic Structures a Specialty 
F. & M. Bank Bidg., Abilene, Texas 


Tulsa Indian Trading Co. 
GENUINE INDIAN CURIOS 
Leather Goods, Moccasins and 
Beaded Goods 
Fine Cigars and Tobacco 
314 S. Main St. Tulsa, Okla. 








WESTERN BANK SUPPLYCO. 


Manufacturing Stationers 
High-Grade Office Furniture 
Filing Cabinets—Safes 
LOG BOOKS—TOWNSHIP: PLATS—ALL STANDARD OIL FORMS 
Lithographing Embossing 
Engraving Printing 
The House of Quality 
317 West Main St. 4th and Boston 











OKLAHOMA CITY TULSA, OKLA. 








In this space 
read weekly 


Your A 





will be 
Mas. 


16,000 People 




















for the plant and lease holdings, which 
were then in Speechley sand on the Hem- 
lock Creek, six miles south of the town. 
There has been no change in ownership 
since then. The Hoy brothers brought 
a line into Tionesta in the early ’90’s, 
furnished gas for about a year, and then 
sold out to Tionesta citizens, who organ- 
ized the Empire company, which has 
since furnished practically all of the gas 
run through the Tionesta’s company’s 
lincs. The Empire company was capital- 
ized at $20,000. Some years later the 
companies disposed of all their leases on 
the Hemlock Creek to the Oil City Fuel 
Suply Co., thereafter securing their 
supply of gas from wells in the Clarion 
sand located in the Redbrush_ section, 
northeast of the Hemlock wells. This 
production was secured when the _ pur- 
chase was made from the Hoy brothers. 
The wells at first yielded a plentiful sup- 
ply of fuel but being in a more shallow 
sand than the Speechley, did not have 
the staying qualities of the latter, and for 
some years past the problem of where a 
new supply might be secured became very 
Serious one for the Tionesta companies. 
The history of the gas business in Tion- 
esta is only the common one of all the 





communities using gas in those days, who 
did not realize the increasing value of the 
commodity nor the need of husbanding 
these natural resources against the time 
when they would become more valuable 
than the much sought-for oil. 

Even the younger generation can re- 
member when the whole town was lighted 
as though by daylight by immense gas 
torches placed at the top of telegraph 
poles, these torches being allowed to burn 
night and day because it was almost too 
much trouble to go around the town each 
morning and turn them off—for was not 
the gas coming in by natural presure and 
in such volume that threatened at times 
to “blow up’’ the line? For years the 
fire whistle in the main hose house in 
Tionesta was connected with the high 
pressure gas line, and the memories of 
the noise made by that wierd siren blow- 
ing in the night to arouse the citizens 
when a fire threatened to destroy the 
town yet lingers in the minds of those 
aroused so unceremoniously from their 
peaceful slumbers. The prodigality and 
waste of the precious fluid in those days 
almost gives the gas man of these times 
an attack of heart failure to even dream 
it. 





Raids Around Tampico 
But Oil Moves Right On 


The oil country around Tampico has 
again been the scene of several raids, ac- 
cording to personal advices received in 
Tulsa from oil men in Mexico. ‘‘We have 
been having quite a lively time,” one of 
the writers relates. “Manuel Paleaz’s 
men, commonly called Villistas, who have 
always held sections of the Southern fields 
in defiance of Carranza, entered Topila 
early last week, holding up and searching 
the Panuco train. I was there, going over 
the field in a launch, but managed to talk 
my way out late in the day. A few min- 
utes after I left a detachment of Car- 
ranza’s cavalry had a fight with the out- 
post where I was tied up. The next day 
Paleaz’s column entered Panuco. Then 
they rode out again, rode in again, and 
out again, the Carranza outfit jockeying 
in similar style. No foreigners were spe- 
cially molested except that they took 
everybody’s horses and mules. The train 
service to Panuco is all off and launch 
service was only permitted today. Paleaz 
could have come into Tampico easily last 





week, but they are pouring troops in here 
today and I expect that when a check-up 
is made it will be found that food supplies 
in a good many camps will be found sadly 
depleted. No interference by either party 
to the Topila raid was made with oil 
boats, either barges or towboats. Oil 
continues to move as usual, nor do I ex- 
pect any interference that would cripple 
the movement seriously.”’ 

The letter goes on to speak of the unin- 
terrupted work of pickpockets and sneak 
thieves in Tampico and other towns and 
says that the writer had recently lost 
nearly all of his personal belongings. The 
thief was caught, but only a portion of 
the stolen possessions were recovered. 


CARTER TAKING NEBRASKA LEASES 





Reliable in formation is that the Carter 
Oil Co. has leased a block of 12,000 acres 
in Cass County, Nebraska, and will at 
once begin the drilling of two test wells. 
Most of the territory is around the town 
of Nehawka and is 200 miles away from 
the nearest oil well. The leases were 
taken by A. M. Senz, of the land depart- 
ment, at Tulsa, after the geologists had 
gone over the land and reported. 
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Financial and 


Market News 


By CHARLES NORDHAUS, Jr. 


NEW YORK EXPORT MARKET. 





NEW YORK, Feb. 2.—Fearing the Ger- 
man note relative to an aggressive sub- 
marine campaign on a large scale and the 
uncertainty as to the future results of 
same, many orders for tonnage have been 
withdrawn for the present. This resulted 
in a further depression on trading and 
sales of refined petroleum and products 
suffered a further noteworthy decrease 
compared with those for the preceding 
week. Prices, however, closed strong, in- 
fluenced by price advances in some oil 
fields on crude oil at the wells, with pros- 
pects for still higher levels, particularly 
on high-grade crude oils, due to short sup- 
plies and brisk bidding by refiners. Sub- 
stantial losses in orders were noted for 
illuminating oil in bulk and in cases and 
large gains in sales of naphtha and gaso- 
line are recorded, which is also true of 
lubricating oils and gas as well as fuel oil. 

The long-anticipated advance in prices 
for motor gasoline at last materialized on 
Jan. 30, when leading refiners announced 
a rise in prices of 1c for local consump- 
tion, also advancing all other grades of 
gasoline in the metropolitan district, with 
exception of deodorized, which remains 
unchanged. This places auto gasoline on 
the new basis of 23c to garages and 25c 
a gallon to consumers. 

In Alabama the price of gasoline has 
also been advanced ic a gallon, to a max- 
imum of 28c and minimum of 241c a gal- 
lon, and ic a gallon in Mississippi, to a 
maximum of 2414%4¢c and minimum of 22%c 
a gallon. Predictions that prices will 
seek still higher levels are being made 
in many quarters here. 

Charterers of vessels to load case oil 
have temporarily suspended chartering, 
owing to the German note on submarine 
warfare, and orders for a fair amount of 
tonnage have been withdrawn for the 
present. War risk rates have been jacked 
up 10%. Rates for ocean freights have 
not changed, but closed firm under de- 
cidedly light offerings of vessels for Feb- 
ruary to April loading, inclusive. Among 
fixtures booked was the British steamer 
Westgate, 12,000 bbls. refined oil to West 
Britain, three trips, February loading, at 








WE BUY AND SELL 


NEW AND SECONDHAND 
LINE PIPE AND CASING 


Highest prices paid for abandoned wells. 
H. JOSSEM 


Telephoue 4558 Holland Bldg. 
TULSA, OKLA. 














ATTENTION OIL MEN! 


We have a large stock of PUMPS for 
immediate shipments. Send us 
your requirements. 


The GREAT WESTERN CONTRACTING CO. 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 














NOTICE! OIL MEN 
We have the largest stock of FISHING 
TOOLS in Kansas For Rent 
BRIDGEPORT MACHINE CO. 


AUGUSTA, KAN. 
Bell Phone 399 Mutual Phone 130 














FOR SALE 


15-ton wax house refrigerating equip- 
ment and one 200-plate 27” wax filter 
press. Delivery about next March. 
For particulars write 
MUSKOGEE REFINING CO., 
Muskogee, Okla. 

















Map of Oklahoma 


Sectionized map of entire State. Shows 
all development. Accompanying map 
is “Oklahoma Oil Sands,’ compiled by 
Fohs & Gardner, giving depth and 
thickness of sands in the different fields. 


Prices, $5.00 
TULSA MAPPING CO., TULSA, OKLA. 

















private terms. For the week ended today 
the total charters, covering crude and re- 
fined oils and naphthas, in bulk and in 
packages, reduced to crude equivalent, 
amounted to 176,509 bbis., showing a 
shrinkage of 94,982 bbls. compared with 
the preceding week’s total. The total 
charters for January, 1917, aggregated 
1,085,606 bblis., showing a gain of 377,109 
bbls. over the same month of last year, 
which is attributed in part to a larger 
fleet of oil tank steamers. 

Clearances of petroleum since Jan. 1, 
1917, as outlined by tabulated figures 
herewith, aggregated 70,458,576 gallons, 
showing a gain of 16.021.254 eallons com- 
pared with the same period of 1916. Clear- 
ances at Philadelphia for the same period 
covered about 20,410,000 gallons, showing 
an increase of some 1,910,000 gallons over 
the total for ‘the same time last year. 


The weekly review herewith of petro- 
leum and products, covering transactions, 
is based on terms f.o.b. vessels New York, 
involving 200- to 299-case lots, unless 
otherwise specified. In order to arrive at 
f.o.b. vessel price of case oil, 110 fire test, 
in regular export cases containing two 5- 
gallon, low-screw cans, add delivery 
charge, as per table below, for quantity 
ordered, to base price, as given in our 
market report herewith on standard white 
oil (water white oil sells at 1c a gallon 
above the price of standard white oil). 
Lighterage charges are as follows: 10 to 
99 cases, 2.00c per gallon; 100 to 199 cases, 
1,50c a gallon; 200 to 299 cases, 1.15c a 
gallon; 300 to 399 cases, .80c a gallon; 400 
to 499 cases, .60c a gallon; 500 to 599 
cases, .55c a gallon; 700 to 999 cases, .45c 
a gallon; 1,000 to 2,999 cases, .40c a gal- 
lon; 3,000 to 9,999 cases, 25c a gallon; 
10,000 to 19,999 cases, 20c a gallon; 20,000 
to 29,999 cases, .19c a gallon, and 30,000 
cases and over, 1.8¢c a case. 

Orders for illuminating oil in bulk in- 
cluded about 105,000 bbls., booked at 3c, 
while full cargoes of barrelled oil aggre- 
gated about 25,000 bbls. at 9.15c a gallon. 
No full cargo lot sales of illuminating oil 
in cases could be traced, closing at 12\4c 
a gallon, while the total orders, compris- 
ing about 320,000 cases, were made up of 
200- to 229-case lots at 13.40c a gallon and 
3,000- to 9,999-case lots at 121¢c a gallon. 
Of naphtha, 73 to 76 degrees, about 200,- 
000 cases were traded in at 37%c for 200- 
to 2-99 case lots and at 37.30c a gallon for 
3,000-case lots. 


| Gasoline sales zovered over 140,000 
|cases, which were booked at 33%c for 200- 
|to 299-case lots and at 33.30c a gallon for 
| 3,000-case lots of auto, 68 to 72 degrees, 
| while stove orders involved 200- to 299- 
case lots at 304%c and 3,000-case lots at 
29.80c a gallon. 

Sales of lubricating oils, aggregated 
| some 70,000 bbls. at former -values. No 
sales of crude oil were effected, while of 
gas and fuel over 60,000 bbls. were 
| traded in. 

The following table gives the total char- 
{ters for petroleum at New York, covering 
|illuminating and crude oils, also naphthas, 
jin bulk and in packages, reduced to crude 
|}equivalent, with comparative figures and 
| monthly averages, compiled in barrels: 
1917. 1916. 1915. 





| 
























ee 1,085,606 708,497 1,260,029 
ee as 22,343 1,064,339 
DD: +tkvend, see hagee 1,157,031 963,004 
MEE or sees ss Seusebea 1,355,638 886,623 
May ... ce coascnce AUGER 945,927 
June 994,434 1,330,318 
July 1,355,679 1,415,203 
|} August ... 1,240,658 946,768 
| September 1,286,008 1,127,297 
October 755,943 1,434,562 
| November s 783,890 1,166,804 
| December S48 eeegaens 601,161 1,289,982 





Total ...... 1,085,606 12,300,021 13,830,855 
Monthly av.. ......+- 1,025,002 1,152,571 


Following tabulated figures give the char- 
ters for petroleum and by-products at New 
York, covering crude, refined oils and naph- 
thas, in bulk and in packages, reduced to 
crude equivalent, for the week ended Feb. 
1, 1917, and from Jan. 1, 1917, with daily 
averages, compiled in barrels: 


Day. Since Jan. 1. Average. 


Jan. 42,381 975,288 38,511 
Jan. 27 23,651 998,939 36,998 
| Jan, 35,873 1,034,812 35,683 
} Jan 31,746 1,066,558 35,552 
| Jan 19,048 1,085,606 35,020 
Feh. 1 23,810 BE,SL0.- .- “acts 





The following table gives the clearances of 
petroleum and .products at the port of New 
York, compiled in gallons, from Jan. 1 to 
Feb. 1, 1917, and for the week ended Feb. 1, 
|1917, with comparative figures: 





Refined ....10,585,097 43,879,777 29,580,972 
Crm@e scccee. seovccsos 100, 10,1 

Naphtha 2,165,766 8,570,490 12,711,297 
Sa 53 3,325 
Gasoline ... 1,357,211 4,294,442 1,665,129 
Lub. oils.... 3,693,663 13,612,335 10,966,424 








Total ....17,801,737 70,358,576 54,437,322 





Foreign Closing Cable Quotations. 
American illuminating oil, standard white, 


per gallon: ondon Liverpool. 
RI Se oe 1s 2a 1ls2ua 
BAtUIARY .6'66 vise nes 1s 2d is 24d 
IEE 5'o> sob 'b a sa b> & 1s 24 1s 2%d 
DOT, ces sone teen 1s 2d is24%d 
Wednesday .......... 1s 2d 1s 2%d 
NT ns aia bt os ae 1s 2d 1s 24%d 


REORGANIZATION PLANS OF 
SAPULPA REFINING COMPANY. 





BALTIMORE, Md., Feb. 3.—Circular let- 
ters have been sent to the stockholders 
of the Sapulpa Refining Co. notifying them 
of the terms upon which they may sub- 
scribe to the additional shares to be sold 
by the company. Stockholders of the Sa- 
pulpa Refining Co. at a special meeting 
held on Jan. 11, authorized an increase in 
the capital ‘stock of 200,000 shares of par 
value of $5 each, thus making the author- 
ized capital 400,000 shares of par value of 
$5 each. For the purpose of reducing the 
amount of the bills payable, which were 
incurred in connection with the purchase 
of producing property, increase in plant 
capacity, building of new pipe lines, etc., 
and to provide for additional working 
capital, the directors have decided to of- 
fer 100,000 shares to stockholders, the 
other 100,000 shares to be held in the 
treasury for future requirements. Stock- 
holders have the privilege of subscribing 
to the stock to be issued at $9 per share, 
in the proportion of 50% of the amount of 
stock registered in their name on Feb. 8, 
when the transfer books will be closed, 
to be reopened on Feb. 20, at which time 
the privilege to subscribe expires. Pay- 
ment in full must be made either to the 
Equitable Trust Co., Baltimore, or New 
York Trust Co., New York, on or before 
Feb. 20. 

In order to assure the receipt of pro- 
ceeds of all of this stock so that the com- 
pany may proceed in the manner indi- 
cated, the board of directors has entered 
into an agreement with an underwriting 
syndicate (in which some of the officers 
and directors of the company may be in- 
terested) to subscribe and pay for all or 
any part of this stock not subscribed and 
paid for by stockholders before Feb. 20, 
1917. 


OIL AND GAS STOCKS. 


(Quoted by Jo P. Cappeau Sons.) 


Following are the quotations on oil and 
gas stocks for week ended Feb. 3, 1917: 


Standard Oil Subsidiaries. 








Company. Sales. High. Low. 
Anglo-American ...... 1,200 17 16% 
Buckeye Pipe ......... 25 115 ony 
Galena (com.)......... 30 175 172 
National Transit ...... 85 20 19 
co tee OO Oe RT TEN 905 435 432 
8. O. of California..... 500 445 s-o.0 
S. O. of New Jersey... 884 800 675 
S. O. of New York..... 9,750 345 275 
oo | a er 613 490 448 

Oil Stocks. 
California Petr. Corp.. 25,000 28% 20% 
Mexican Petr. Corp.... 86,500 102 82 
“ee 8 ares 2,419 21 19 
Pittsburgh Oil & Gas.. 295 12% 11 
Pure Oil (com.)....... 4,117 22 20 
The Texas Co... 2.2.62. 22,900 230% 204 
Natural Gas Stocks. 

Caney River Gas...... 390 47% 46 
Lone Star Gas......... 100 96 92 
Mfg. Light & Heat.... 1,107 67% 64 
Ohio Fuel Supply...... 13,411 54 48% 
Oklahoma Nat. Gas... 250 100 99 
Osage & Oklahoma.... 70 126 125 
Union Nat. Gas Corp.. 440 185 180 
Cosden & Co........... 11,200 17% 14% 
Cosden O. & G. (com.) 33,925 15% 135% 
SEOGRION. O88... oi wccccces 640 20 18 
International Petr...... 20,200 14% 11 
Merritt Oil Corp....... 19,800 17 13 
Okla. Prod. & Refg.... 25,200 13 10 
Osage Hominy ........ 25,000 9% 8% 
Royal Dutch ......... 15,400 66% 58% 
Sapulpa Oil & Refg... 8,900 10% 


’ 9 
Sinclair Oil & Refg.... 24,300 62% 50 


FORTUNE WAS WISHED ON HIM 
BUT HE DID NOT COMPLAIN. 





WICHITA, Kan., Feb. 3.—During a dis- 
cussion of some easy fortunes made in 
the oil fields an oil man told the story of 
how T. A. Kramer, El Dorado lawyer, be- 
came the owner of the Kramer land west 
of Augusta, the royalty in oil from which 
amounts to something like $40,000 a 


month. The story runs something like 
this: 
Attorney Kramer, as the representative 


of an Eastern mortgage company, brought 
suit to foreclose on the land. Time came 
to sell the property to satisfy the mort- 
gage and Mr. Kramer, thinking that the 
mortgage company would want to buy in 
the land, made the highest bid at Sher- 
iff’s sale. The mortgage company later 
wrote him that it did not want the land, 
although it had cost much less than its 
actual value, or around $2,500. The land 
is in the Whitewater Bottom and very 
valuable for farming purposes. 








G. A. BORRELL 
CONSULTING CHEMICAL ENGINEER 
Careful tests of natural gas to determine gasoline con- 
tent. Gasoline plants operated at highest efficiency. 
Compression and Absorption processes. Natural Gas, 
gasoline, petroleum. 

_Benedum-Trees Building 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 








HAGER, BATES & LEWIS 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS 
AND ENGINEERS 
Phone 5398 
218, 219, 220 Lynch Bldg., 
TULSA, OKLA. 




















R. B. Dudley 


Consulting Engineer and Petroleum 
Geologist 
Winter Headquarters at 


Damron Hotel 
MINERAL WELLS, TEX. 














Wilbur E. Brown G. Thomsen, Jr. 


BROWN & THOMSEN 
Geologists 
218% W. Grand Ave. 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 














Ardizzone-Braden Company 


Pipe-Line Contractors 
507 Bliss Building 
TULSA, - - OKLA. 











Attention Oil Men 


We carry in stock a large supply of new and second 
hand pipe and casing from one inch to sixteen inches. 
In the market at all times to buy and sell anything 
pertaining to the oil industry. 


Mid-West Supply Company 
304 North Boulder and Katy Tracks, TULSA, OKLA. 

















PICKERING BROS.; Contractors 


BASIN, WYO. 


Standard rigs, powers, camps, general 
building, ditching, etc. 
Rigs in stock for immediate delivery in 
Wyoming and Montana fields. 














MID-CONTINENT OIL 
We are in the heart of this field, 
and in touch with every phase of its 
development. If you want to buy or 
sell leases, wildcat acreage or pro- 
duction, write us. 
RALPH DEVELOPMENT CO. 
334 Mayo Bldg. Tulsa, Okia. 

















Layout—Design—Construction of Pe- 
troleum Refineries, Blending Stations 
and Grease Plants; Investigation of 
Processes, Analyses of all Petroleum 
Products; Research and Experimental 
Work 
Western Chemical Laboratories, 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Ill, 

















REPORTS, 
EXAMINATIONS, 
APPRAISEMENTS, On Ol! and 
CONSULTATIONS. Natural Gas 
Fields and 
ESTIMATES AND Properties 


PLANS FOR NAT'L 
GAS PLANTS. 


JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS. 


Benedum-Trees Bldg. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
403 Unity Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 


Cable Address, Capo, Pittsburgh, USA. 











on Th 


